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CRN#     Spring 2017 Descriptions for Topics Courses 
 
 
40183 AMS 320-A Topics in American Studies: Ethnic America & the Politics of Memory (cross-listed with IND 357-A, 40184) 
 Prof. A. Opitz 

When looking at the experiences of communities of color in the United States we often see representations that seem incomplete, 
somehow distorted, or sometimes barely even visible. Focusing on the legacies of colonialism for Native Americans, the experience of 
internment and the wars in the Pacific for Asian Americans, and the history of slavery for African Americans, as well as the aftermath 
of Hurricane Katrina, and the memorialization of 9/11, we will analyze how memories and histories—or their absence—get 
constructed and contested in various narrative and visual media, such as fiction, historical accounts, photography, personal testimony, 
and film, as well as architecture and memorials. Taking an interdisciplinary approach, we want to ask a series of questions about the 
production of history, about how identities get constructed, about power and the interrelated processes of remembering and 
forgetting, and the ways in which the violences of colonialism, nationalism, and racism figure into a larger American imagination (or 
not). Possible field trip destinations: Boston and NYC.  
  

40472 BUS 420-A Topics in Accounting: Forensic Accounting 
 Prof. M. McCall 

This course introduces students to the methodology of fraud examination.  In the first half we focus on the elements of fraud and the 
different types of fraud schemes, including fraudulent financial statements, asset misappropriation, corruption, and money 
laundering.  In the second half of the course we focus on how professionals respond to fraud, with an emphasis on the legal 
framework, document analysis, interviewing, and report writing.  Through a case study, students work in teams to investigate a fraud 
scheme, maintain a case file, and conduct live interviews of role players.  The demand for fraud examiners and forensic accountants 
continues to grow in both the private and public sectors.  Skills developed in this course will help students in multiple professions 
including forensic accounting, financial accounting, and general business. 

 
40476 BUS 430-A Topics in Finance: Behavioral Finance 
 Prof. M. Mullen 

This special topics course is part two of the SCIFI course program and is available only to students admitted into the SCIFI program.  
The course is focused on the growing field of behavioral finance that uses insights from psychology to understand how human 
behavior influences the decisions of individual and professional investors, markets and managers.  The topic is very useful in helping 
understand why investors make the choices they do.  For example, why do people invest in local companies?  Why do investors 
confuse a good company from a good stock?  Why do people increase the amount of risk they are willing to take on if they have 
experienced good or bad portfolio performance?  Similar questions will be explored to help explain why investment managers fall prey 
to behavioral errors.  The course will start with a review of Utility theory, a model of how people should act, and later explore 
explanations for how and why they do act.  Behavioral Finance is interdisciplinary as it borrows heavily from the academic literature in 
accounting, economics, statistics, psychology and sociology. 

 
40823 COM 323-A Topics in Film Genres: The Cinematic Apocalypse 
 Prof. M.DelNero 

This course looks at and analyzes how the “end of the world” has been imagined and represented in film from the 1950’s to the 
present. The course will examine why the apocalypse has found such a comfortable home in film, from the religious or supernatural 
apocalypse to the human-assisted apocalypse to the invasion apocalypse. By the end of the course, students will come away with an 
understanding of the aesthetic, cultural, and historic dimensions of the cinematic apocalypse. 
 

40633 COM 333-A Topics in Mediated Communication: Media Regulation  
 Prof. R. Leone 

This course examines the industrial, legal, and social forces that shape media regulatory policies. 
 
40117 CRM 400-A Seminar: Writing for Criminology: Crimes of the Powerful (WID) 
 Prof. A. Twyman-Ghoshal 

This course critically examines the various dimensions of state crime in the context of human rights violations. Beginning with an 
exploration of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the international criminal justice system, the course provides a 
foundation for understanding various forms of state activity as crimes. Topics covered range from environmental damage to state-
corporate crimes to genocide. The aim is to prepare students to understand causation, victimization, and control problems of this 
often hidden but extremely harmful form of criminality.  
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40118 CRM 400-B Seminar: Writing for Criminology: Policing (WID) 
 Prof. P. Kelley 

This seminar is designed for students to expand their knowledge of law enforcement, apply what they have learned in other courses, 
conduct research, and present their opinions on a variety of topics.  The class will focus on special topics in policing including: use of 
force; corruption; community policing and other policing models; COMPSTAT and use of technology; as well as other topics of current 
interest as time allows.  This class satisfies the Writing in the Discipline (WID) Cornerstone requirement and as such will focus also on 
improving student writing and exposing students to the various types of writing involved in working within law enforcement and the 
criminal justice system.  

 
40286 ENG 200-A Introductory Topics in Literary Studies: Sports and Literature 
 Prof. M. Borushko 

In this course, we will read and study literature that draws on or engages in some way sports and its diverse cultures. Some of the 
stories, novels, and essays we’ll read will be about sports; others will, for example, incorporate sports into their broader aesthetic and 
social visions; others still will use the culture of sport as the canvas on which to paint characters and their internal lives. So while this is 
a thematic course devoted to learning how to read literature more carefully, it is also a course wherein sports necessarily becomes an 
object of critical study and reflection (rather than, say, an object of passive enjoyment). 

 
40287 ENG 200-B Introductory Topics in Literary Studies: Reading and Pleasure 
 Prof. L. Scales  

The percentage of Americans who read for pleasure declines sharply after childhood (NEA 2007). This course will ask: what constitutes 
pleasure in literature? Ought reading be fun or make us happy? What do we think of writing that makes us work hard? Why do we 
divide so-called “vacation reading” from academic literature, or “highbrow” from “lowbrow”? A key question of the class will be: how 
and why should one develop a reading practice and an intellectual life outside of the classroom?  
 
We will ask these questions through texts that include novels, poetry, children’s literature, bestsellers, journalism, and personal 
narrative. We will practice forms of academic literary criticism and examine their history and purposes. Assignments will include both 
traditional analytical essays and creative/reflective writing. We may take a field trip to a bookstore, cinema, and/or museum. Students 
will also create a “syllabus” of books, films, and readings for their future selves.  

 
40289 ENG 220-A Introduction to Topics in Literature: Storytelling in New Media 
 Prof. W. Peek 

This course offers an investigation of the art of storytelling in media forms developed or popularized within the last hundred years: 
film; television; comics; animation; podcasts; and web series. Our interest will be primarily formal; that is, we will focus on the forms 
artists choose in telling their stories, including the move toward formal innovation in narrative. We will also look at lyric expression in 
poetry and film, what are often referred to in film as non-narrative or avant-garde forms, so as to understand the differences among 
various modes of expression. 
 

40300 ENG 390-A Topics in Modernism: Pen of Light: Photography and Literature (WID) 
 Prof. J. Green 

From its birth in the nineteenth century, photography has altered our perceptions of reality, captured and crafted our memories, 
uncovered the wonder of the unseen and fooled the eye into believing illusions. In short, photography has both shaped and 
challenged our notions of truth. This course will look at the influence of photography on Western culture, beginning with the images 
and writings of the earliest photographers, including Henry Fox Talbot, Louis Daguerre, and Nadar. We will pay particular attention to 
the relationship between literature and photography as a means for exploring photography's ambiguous status at the borderline 
between truth and fiction.  Exemplary photographs from across the history of the medium will be paired with classic and 
contemporary writing on photography from authors such as Honoré de Balzac, Walter Benjamin, Susan Sontag, Roland Barthes, and 
Erroll Morris, among others. In conversation with these materials will be literature that uses photography to blur the line between 
objective and subjective reality, such as Julio Cortázar’s “Blow Up”,  Marguerite Duras’ The Lover, André Breton's Nadja, Richard 
Powers’ Three Farmers on Their Way to a Dance,  Michael Ondaatje’s Running in the Family, and W.G. Sebald’s Austerlitz. Other 
authors to be considered may include Poe, Hawthorne, Emerson, Baudelaire, Proust, and Isherwood. 
NOTE: This course is part of LC 315-A.  Students must take ENG 390-A along with ENG 271-A, 40294 and LC 315-A, 40295. 
 

40263 ENV 376-A Topics in Environmental Science: Everglades Field Research 
 Prof. N. Block and Prof. S. Mooney 

This is the first part of a year-long commitment. In this 1-credit fall course the class will prepare for field work and design research 
studies to carry out in the Everglades/South Florida over January break. For the spring semester, students will register for 3 more 
credits of ENV376, and tent camp for 8-10 days in January, exploring and studying the various habitats of South Florida. The whole 
experience will wrap up by mid-semester in the spring as students finish analyzing and then present the results of their research. 
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40185 GND300-A Topics in American Studies: Women of Color Writers (cross-listed with AMS320-B, 40186) 
 Prof. A. Opitz 

In this course we will look at the intersections of gender, race, and sexuality in the fiction and non-fiction work of women writers of 
color, mostly U.S. and mostly 20th century, but not exclusively. Rather than trying to establish "one tradition” of women of color 
writers, the course aims to introduce students to writers and artists from a range of ethnic/racial backgrounds and traditions. We’ll 
examine a mix of “classics”—such as work by Toni Morrison, Audre Lorde, bell hooks, Paula Gunn Allen, Sandra Cisneros, and Gloria 
Anzaldúa—as well as more recent work by novelists Julie Otsuka and Edwidge Danticat, comedian Margaret Cho, and filmmaker Dee 
Rees. Among the topics/questions we’ll explore: creating and reclaiming self/identity, family and community, racialization and the 
state, forgotten/remembered histories, colonialism, sexuality, queer of color critique/theory, violence, intimacy, and motherhood. 

 
40731 IND 357-B Special Topics in Interdisciplinary Studies: Big Questions and the Media  

Prof. B. Nielson 
"Big Questions and the Media" is a writing course that explores the dynamic interface of science & religion as it relates to 
contemporary issues. We’ll begin from the premise that all writing emerges within the context of a conversation, so we’ll start by 
examining the so-called “conflict thesis” vs. the “complexity thesis” to describe the relationship between science and religion. The 
course will focus on learning to write about “big questions” through essays, interviews, and articles that are meant for a wide 
audience.  Enduring moral questions will receive special attention.   
NOTE: This course is part of LC 346-A.  Students must take IND 357-B along with PHY 193-A, 40730 and LC 346-A, 40729. 

 
40228 PHL266-A Topics in Philosophy: Rousseau 
 Prof. R. Capobianco 

The seminar is designed for philosophy majors and minors or for students who have had at least two  
courses in philosophy beyond the first-year course.  A close study of Rousseau's First and Second Discourses  
and some other selected writings, along with a discussion of their influence on American thinking, including  
the American Transcendentalists. 

 
40246 POL357-A Topics in Politics: Regional Security Studies 
 Prof. A. Ohanyan 

What is global security? Whose security? States or individuals? Men or women? Refugees or citizens? Where? Who gets to define 
it? Why does it matter? The course examines two often competing understandings of security. The traditional approach defines security 
purely as political-military defense of a state and its territory. Human security as an alternative highlights the economic welfare of 
individuals and their immediate communities. It departs from traditional formulations of security by stressing the social and economic 
causes of insecurity, often internal to states. Issues covered in the course range from environmental degradation, crime, armed conflict, 
poverty and economic disparities. Their globally destabilizing impact for global security is the overarching theme in the course.  
NOTE: This three-week long course constitutes the integrative seminar for the LION program in Armenia. It includes "The Local Roots 
of Global Peace" conference in which students enrolled in the course have an opportunity to present.  

  
40247 POL 357-B Topics in Politics: Global Politics of Terrorism 
 Prof. M. Shirk 

Contact instructor for course description. 
 

40250 POL357-C Topics in Politics: Parties and Candidates 
 Prof. S. Ferson 

Contact instructor for course description. 
 
40645 POL357-D Topics in Politics: Technology, War and Society 
 Prof. M. Shirk 

Contact instructor for course description. 
 
40733 POL357-E Topics in Politics: Immigration and the American Ideal  
 Prof. E. Gallagher 

This course will consider the topic of immigration from a human rights perspective, particularly following the catastrophic events of 
9/11.  After offering students a brief overview of U.S. immigration law and those responsible for implementing it, classes will examine 
the treatment and protection of “irregular and survival migrants,” challenges associated with Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
legislation, detention, deportation and civil rights, and the exercise of discretion by state, local and federal authorities. 
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40760 REL 247-A Topics in Religious Approaches to Moral Issues: Christianity in a World Coming of Age 
 Prof. P. DaPonte 

While imprisoned for his opposition to Nazism, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian and pastor, wrote extensively, mostly 
in the form of outlines for future theology papers and projects, and most importantly, in letters that indicate that he 
pondered deeply the question of the future of Christianity "come of age"--without the security of religion’s emphasis 
on metaphysics and its tendency toward privatized spirituality. 

 
40821 REL 247-B Topics in Religious Approaches to Moral Issues: The Good Life in Christianity and Hinduism 
 Prof. C. Danielson 

This course explores various secular, Christian, and Hindu questions about the good life through the debate over the active versus the 
contemplative life.  Is the best life dedicated to: family, work, pleasure, wealth, knowledge, service, or spirituality?  All of the 
above?  What is the best path for me?  Do I really “choose” it?  Does my best life really make me or the world any better?  How hard is 
the good life?  Does that mean giving up the life I want for myself?  Can’t I just have a normal job and sex life and still save the world 
and myself? 

 
40132 SOC 295-A Topics in Sociology: Sociology of Autism 

Prof. K. Branco 
This course will review and critically analyze sociological theories and research that help us to understand the growing incidence and 
prevalence of autism in the United States.  Issues such as relationships with parents, siblings and peers will be considered, as well as 
those with teachers and other professionals who work with children, adolescents and adults who are diagnosed on the autistic 
spectrum. The course will include opportunities for community based learning and/or research on aspects of autism. 

 
40682 SOC 295-B Topics in Sociology: Consumer Society 

Prof. C. Bowman 
Contact instructor for course description. 
 

40788 SOC 400-A Seminar: Childhood and Child Welfare 
Prof. J. Gill 
This seminar begins with examining how the meaning of childhood changes over time, place, and social context. Then we will learn 
about theoretical approaches to analyzing childhood and children’s interactions and also explore research methods used for studying 
children. Throughout the course we will discuss the various aspects of childhood including gender, race, class, and immigration. Students 
will also learn about child welfare issues such as poverty, the impact of violence and addiction on children, child abuse and neglect, 
foster care, and adoption.    
 

40397 VPS 207-A Special Projects: Pastels  
Prof. C. Walters 
This course will explore the power of personal interpretation in pastel drawing as well as the technical properties of its 
application.  Students will use historical and contemporary examples of the medium as a guide in the production of their own portfolio 
of work.  
 

40648 VPS 312-A Topics in Contemporary Photography: Photography as Designer  
Prof. A. Lampton 
In the new creative economy, one often straddles the line between marketing, design, and content provider. Designers in particular 
need to diversify their skill set to be competitive.  Rather than creating designs with stock imagery that looks like everyone else’s, 
learn to take photographs yourself with your designs in mind. This class will cover basic to intermediate digital photo skills paying 
particular attention to the situations a designer might encounter: Product photography, text and image, dealing with models, 
preparing images for press and more. This class is appropriate for the intermediate (or motivated beginner).  It is designed to interest 
those both with a connection to Graphic Design and those simply interested in approaching photography from a different perspective 
(no design background necessary). 

 
40391 VPS 327-A Topics in Painting: Illustration and Narrative in Painting  

Prof. S. Savage-Rumbaugh 
This course will explore the special ways painting functions as illustration and as a vehicle for narrative content.  The conceptual and 
technical methods painters use in narrative painting and illustration differ in some significant ways from those means employed by 
non-narrative and anti-illustrative approaches.  Like comparative anatomists, we’ll investigate both in order to better understand 
each.  Students will be encouraged to discover and follow their own tastes.  Experimentation is prized in this class, and no experience 
is needed!! 
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40404 VPT 332-A Topics in Theatre Arts II: Sculpture of Fashion 
 Prof. J. Halpert 

Students will achieve an understanding in pattern development and the subconscious meaning behind the architectural lines of a 
costume.  We will use draping as the technique to manipulate paper or fabric to sculpt a garment. Using both discussion and an 
exploration of the media of paper and fabric, students will develop an understanding of the form and function of each element of the 
female costume, with an emphasis on problem-solving skills, while exploring their personal aesthetic interpretation. To investigate 
details on fabrics, colors and textures, draping techniques will be augmented with historical research of period painters.  No sewing 
required. 
NOTE: This course will run five Saturdays: 1/21, 1/28, 2/11, 2/18, 2/25. 

 
40405 VPT 332-B Topics in Theatre Arts II: Advanced Improvisation: Comedy and Character   
 Prof. E. Feldman 

Improvisation is a skill that requires dedication, focus, collaboration, and practice. In this course, students will explore the history and 
craft of improvisation through physical theatre, character study, and scene work. Students will be challenged to push beyond the 
perceived boundaries of improv as game-playing and ad-lib to further develop and hone their performance skills.  
  

40614 WRI 441-A Topics in Rhetorical Criticism: From Typewriter to Tablet: Rhetorical Criticism and Academic Writing in the Millennium 
(WID) 

 Prof. H. Sadler  
This course will focus on enhancing students' abilities to critically analyze and respond to public messages found in political speaking, 
public advocacy, popular culture, and visual and new media narratives that appear throughout the digital world. Students will learn 
and apply effective writing techniques throughout the term and explore both online and traditional prose styles resulting in a final 
critical essay. 

 


