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Living American Literature Course Development

Project Proposal and Benefit
This fall I will teach a new Early American literature course, “Living American Literature,” that will include a field trip
component. We will study American literature from its beginnings to the Civil War, and I plan to take students on four
field trips, to Concord, Salem, Plymouth and New Bedford, and Boston, to visit literary and historical sites relevant to the
course’s readings. The English department has been working to increase student interest in the literatures of earlier
historical periods, and I am hopeful that this new course will help draw more students to the study of this field. 

We will begin the semester with trips to Salem and Plymouth, which will allow us to put the writings of the Puritan
settlers into context and to examine the history of European contact with Native Americans in New England. We will also
discuss (via Hawthorne) how nineteenth century writers began to develop a narrative of American literary and cultural
origins (English Puritan settlers → national founding → New England-based literary renaissance) that would supersede
other possible national narratives (based in the West, in the South, in Native American culture, in Spanish or French
settlement, in African American culture, in working class culture, etc.) and become the predominant story of America in
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In Salem we will visit the House of the Seven Gables, the Peabody Essex
Museum’s permanent collection, and perhaps some of the historical houses owned by the Peabody Essex Museum. In
Plymouth we will go to Plimoth Plantation and the reproduction of the Mayflower. The New Bedford Whaling Museum,
along with the Peabody Essex museum, will teach us about the economy of the early republic and help us to see the
global connections that the whaling and shipping industries brought to New England.

Our trip to Boston will focus primarily on sites related to the history of abolition and women’s rights; we will go to the
African Meeting House and will walk the streets of Beacon Hill to see the dozens of places associated with that reformist
history, including the house on the underground railroad where Harriet Beecher Stowe met newly-escaped fugitive
slaves in hiding; the home of Col. George Middleton, who led an all-black company in the American Revolution; the
house where Julia Ward Howe founded the New England Women’s club; and one of the first integrated schools in
Boston. If time allows, I hope to go to the Old State House and King’s Chapel as well.

In Concord we will see the sites of Transcendentalist writers: Thoreau’s Walden Pond; The Old Manse where Emerson
and Hawthorne both lived; Sleepy Hollow cemetery where many writers are buried; the Old North Bridge where the
revolution began; and Orchard House, where Louisa May Alcott wrote Little Women. It is difficult to understand the
nature of the literary, philosophical, historical, and artistic ferment in Concord until students see how the physical sites



intersect and interact.

Throughout the semester we will be discussing the nature of historical sites and “living history.” What does it mean to
“reenact” history, as actors do in Plimouth, and how do the Native Americans sections at Plimoth—which includes
members of the Wampanoag tribe who are not reenacting—challenge our assumptions about how history gets made?
How do we encounter historical and literary artifacts differently when they are in a museum, part of a historical house,
or just integrated into the daily life of a city? (For instance, during my last field trip, while we were gathered around a
house on Beacon Hill that used to be on the underground railroad, a wealthy white resident of Beacon Hill returned
home to that house and went inside while eyeing us with bemusement).

I have taken students on field trips almost every semester, and am familiar with the logistics of trips to Concord and
Boston. I have not taken students to Salem, Plymouth, or New Bedford, however, and some of the sites I have never
visited myself. I thus would like to request summer funding to visit those sites and plan those field trips.

For this first iteration, I will be running the course as a standard 3-credit course. In future years, though, I can imagine
transforming the course into either a 4-credit course with more ambitious local travel, or an LC, perhaps paired with an
American history or art history course. I therefore would like to request funding to visit the historical sites in Hartford,
CT (homes of Harriet Beecher Stowe and Mark Twain) and Amherst, MA (home of Emily Dickinson). Both of these sites
are within approximately two hours’ drive of Stonehill, and represent vitally important sites in American literary history. 

The English Department has not currently included funds in its budget to cover the costs associated with the field trips.
The Classroom Innovation Grant would allow me to use the fall semester as a trial run that will enable us to determine
the level of funding required for future versions of the course. I hope to use either students’ own cars or Stonehill vans
for transportation.

Community Outreach Plans
I have informally shared information about organizing field trips with colleagues in the past, and I will plan to share my
findings more formally with my English Department colleagues. The logistics of organizing and funding field trips can
be onerous, so sharing this information will help provide incentive to others who might be inclined to take students to
local sites or museums. I always take pictures of field trips and create blogs for my classes, so I would be happy to
share those photographs and blog entries with the wider community. I would be glad to present at a Teaching
Roundtable or Academic Development Day panel if there is interest in the topic. 

Budget (detail how you will use the funds requested)

Budget 

I. Funding for Laura Scales to visit literary sites, summer 2013

Salem:
House of the Seven Gables ($12.50)
Peabody Essex Museum ($11) 
Mileage: 25 miles @56.5 cents/mile: $14

Plymouth and New Bedford:
Plimouth Plantation & Mayflower reproduction ($29.50)
New Bedford Whaling Museum ($9)
Mileage: 48 miles: $27

Amherst



Emiy Dickinson house ($12)
Mileage: 86 miles: $49

Hartford 
Harriet Beecher Stowe house ($10)
Mark Twain house ($16)
Mileage: 95 miles: $54

II. Funding for ENG367 class visits to literary sites, fall 2013

Concord:
The Old Manse ($7 per person)
Orchard House ($8 per person)
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery (free)
Walden Pond (free; possible parking fees)
Concord total fees: $15 per person

Salem:
House of the Seven Gables ($10.62 per person)
Peabody Essex Museum ($11 per person) 
Salem total fees: $21.62 per person

Plymouth and New Bedford:
Plimouth Plantation & Mayflower reproduction ($29.50 per person)
New Bedford Whaling Museum $9 per person
Plymouth total fees: $38.50 per person

Boston: 
African American Heritage Trail tour (free)
African Meeting House museum $5
Boston fees: $5 per person

Total fees: $80.12 per person 
(Current enrollment: 9 + professor)

Total for Part I: $244.00
Total for Part II: $801.20

Total budget: 1045.20

Total funds requested: $1000

NB: Since my budget exceeds the funds requested, I will absorb the additional costs for my summer travel. 

Bibliography (required for SOTL Research
Grant)

Syllabus (optional) -- can also be emailed as an attachment to Patricia Neagle (pneagle@stonehill.edu)



Course description:
ENG 367a: Living American Literature

Early American literature was written and lived all around us in New England. In this course we will read early American
literature in its historical context and visit the living sites of literary history. We’ll study American literature from its
beginnings, through the formation of a new nation, to the start of the Civil War. Authors will include Bradstreet,
Franklin, Equiano, Emerson, Fuller, Poe, Douglass, Hawthorne, Whitman, Melville, Dickinson, and Alcott. These texts will
help us understand narratives of origins and encounter; Gothic haunting; visions of reform and revolution; ideas of
nature, wilderness, and the “frontier;” and the changing meanings of domesticity, gender, and childhood. 

Field trips are expected to include: Concord (where we’ll tramp in Thoreau’s footsteps at Walden Pond and visit the
homes and gravesites of Hawthorne, Emerson, and Alcott), Plymouth (where we’ll visit Plimoth Plantation and
interrogate the work of historical reenactment), New Bedford (where we’ll see the working waterfront and learn about
the whaling industry that drove the New England economy), Salem (where we’ll visit the House of the Seven Gables and
explore the many meanings of haunting and witchcraft), and Boston (where we’ll trace the history of abolitionism and
women’s rights in Beacon Hill and stand at the pulpit of the African Meeting House).

Please note that this course has a required field trip component to be held on 3-5 dates to be determined (Tuesdays,
Thursdays, or Sundays) during the semester.

Draft syllabus
EN367: American Literature, Beginnings to 1865
Laura Thiemann Scales
Fall 2013

Assignments:
Two 5-7 page literary analyses
5-7 page analysis of historical site
In-class essay-based midterm exam

Schedule of readings and field trips

Week 1 
Iriquois Creation story
Navajo Creation story
John Cotton, “The Divine Right to Occupy the Land”
Christopher Columbus, Letters
Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca, from The Relation
John Smith, from The General History of Virginia

Week 2
Sarah Vowell, The Noisy Shipmates
William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation, Chapters 4, 9, and 10
John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity”
Anne Bradstreet, “The Prologue,” “Contemplations,” “The Author to Her Book,” “A Letter to Her Husband, Absent upon
Public Employment” “Here Follows Some Verses upon the Burning of Our House”

Visit Plymouth



Week 3
Edward Taylor, from Preparatory Meditations: Prologue, Meditations 8, 16, 38, 42; from God’s Determinations:
“Preface,” “The Soul’s Groan to Christ for Succor,” “Christ’s Reply; Upon a Wasp Chilled with Cold”
Mary Rowlandson, “A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration”
Jonathan Edwards, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”

Week 4
Nathaniel Hawthorne, The House of the Seven Gables

Visit Salem

Week 5
Benjamin Franklin, The Autobiography
Olaudah Equiano, selection from “The Interesting Narrative of the Life”

Week 6
Thomas Jefferson, “Declaration of Independence” and revisions from The Autobiography
John Adams and Abigail Adams, letters
Thomas Paine, “Common Sense”
James Madison, The Federalist, No. 10

Week 7
Hannah Foster, The Coquette

Week 8
Memorial of the Cherokee Citizens
William Apess, “An Indian’s Looking-Glass for the White Man”
William Cullen Bryant, “The Prairies”

Week 9
Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, ch. 1, 7, 21

Visit Boston

Week 10
Washington Irving, “Rip Van Winkle,” “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”
Edgar Allan Poe, “Ligeia,” “The Fall of the House of Usher” 
Poe, “To Helen,” “The Raven,” “Ulalume,” “The Purloined Letter”

Week 11
Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Nature” 
Margaret Fuller, “The Great Lawsuit”
Thoreau, selections from Walden

Week 12
Herman Melville, “Benito Cereno”
Walt Whitman, “Song of Myself,” “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d,” “Letter to Ralph Waldo Emerson” 


