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Durkheim Application 
By: Prithack Chowdhury, Kelly Jordan, Ali Lewis, and 

Breanne Penkala* 

Thailand exports about seven billion dollars of seafood each 

year, however, many people are enslaved within this industry. In the 

New York Time’s Article “Slavery and the Shrimp on Your Plate” by 

the Editorial Board, it is clear to see how human trafficking drives the 

seafood industry in Thailand (2014). Thousands of vulnerable Thai 

people are enslaved into the sex trade, garment manufacturing and 

domestic work, and most recently, fishing industries. These enslaved 

workers fear jail or deportation so they work long days: 18 to 20 hours 

every day for extremely low wages. Up to 57 percent of fishermen are 

threatened or abused in addition to working these excruciating days. The 

Thai government is currently not taking action on this matter, listed one 

of the worst violators among 188 countries for human trafficking (The 

Editorial Board, 2014). When analyzing the lived experiences of 

exploitation of workers in the Thai shrimp industry, although 

Durkheim’s structural functionalism would argue that this represents a 

forced division of labor that can easily be resolved, we argue through 

Marx’s conflict theory that state intervention actually deepens worker 

exploitation. 

 As a sociologist, Durkheim (1997) studies moral facts—

obligatory rules of social action essential to a functioning society—in 

order to determine the difference between a healthy society and an 

unhealthy one. In doing so, Durkheim scientifically studies the modern 

division of labor to answer if it is a societal norm. He links the division 

of labor with solidarity because it is a moral fact; society does not exist 

without the connections between people. Solidarity exists in two forms: 

solidarity of similarities and solidarity of differences. These two types 

of solidarity result in different laws and forms of punishment. 

Mechanical solidarity, the solidarity of similarities, involves repressive 

laws that punish the criminal because he violates the collective 

consciousness or the totality of beliefs. Organic solidarity, the solidarity 
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of differences, involves restitutive laws that restore the conditions to their prior state to sustain both the 

collective and individual consciousness. By studying repressive and restitutive laws, Durkheim aims to 

determine if the division of labor is a moral fact. This is because laws are a reflection of the collective 

consciousness, the totality of beliefs and sentiments, which inform obligatory behaviors in society 

(Durkheim, 1997). According to Durkheim (1997) the state is an embodiment and reflection of the 

collective consciousness in mechanical solidarity: it defends and protects the collective consciousness.  

For Durkheim (1997), the division of labor can be understood by studying the abnormal forms of the 

division of labor. There are three abnormal forms of the division of labor: anomic, discontinuous and forced. 

The anomic division of labor is normlessness and happens when society changes too quickly. The 

discontinuous division of labor is a lack of integration to the whole and happens when people do not feel 

connected to others. In the forced division of labor, people are obliged to specialize in tasks they are not 

necessarily skilled at. Durkheim places value in the worship of the individual to bind people together, 

resulting in a forced division of labor when unique talents are not recognized. The solution to a forced 

division of labor is to remedy with social justice by creating a society where talents match functions 

corresponding to jobs, and equal opportunities exist for everyone in society to do what they are inherently 

good at.  

 Durkheim (1997) indicates that problems arise when we do not adhere to the skills and desires 

human beings are born with; it allows more powerful people to force less powerful people into doing jobs 

they are not necessarily good at. The success of the shrimp industry is dependent on this use of forced labor. 

Durkheim suggests a solution is needed here in order to ensure workers are not forced to do jobs they are 

unskilled in (1997). To fix a situation like this, Durkheim states that society must create a condition where 

talents and abilities match the jobs provided, creating equality of opportunity for everyone. The state’s role 

is thus to create and regulate social justice, however, in this example the state is not complying to its’ duties. 

Thailand’s State Department releases an annual report in efforts to decrease these happenings (The Editorial 

Board, 2014). However, the reports only seem to raise awareness without directly intervening to decrease 

human trafficking, and therefore do not create equal opportunity for everyone and ultimately do not instill 

social justice as Durkheim suggests is necessary to correct a forced division of labor (1997).  

Aside from the state’s attempt to decrease the number enslaved through the annual reports, the 

article suggests an alternative solution to decreasing these numbers. It urges companies such as Wal-Mart 

and Costco to shift their purchases from companies that employ slave labor to those that do not participate 

in these practices. If the companies do not do this, the article suggests that consumers boycott goods sold at 

stores coming from companies that use slave labor (The Editorial Board, 2014). In this example, society is 

working to create social justice, as opposed to the state, as Durkheim (1997) proposes is the state’s duty. 
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Durkheim might say this proposed solution could be a quick fix, but it is ultimately the state’s duty to foster 

social justice and this abnormal form of the division of labor would not be permanently fixed unless the state 

intervenes (1997).   

By applying this case of human trafficking within Thailand’s seafood industry to Durkheim’s theory, 

it is clear to see how forced divisions of labor still exist today, as well as examples of how the state chooses 

to intervene. The Thai fishermen are not inherently skilled at their jobs but they work because they need the 

income. These people do not have a choice to fulfill their human nature and do another job in which they 

may be more naturally talented; they are compelled to sell themselves into slavery in order to survive, 

exemplifying Durkheim’s definition of a forced division of labor. 

Durkheim’s vision of social justice includes the vital piece of state intervention—his argument is that 

the state has to ultimately create a space where everyone has an equal opportunity to succeed through his or 

her talents (1997). Durkheim concludes that this is necessary to have a positive effect on the collective 

consciousness, in turn strengthening the connections between people. By looking at Durkheim’s theory 

through a Marxist perspective we could argue that Marx would critique Durkheim’s faith in the state as a tool 

for social justice (Tucker, 1978). While Marx too believes that the state will respond to growing situations of 

inequality, he makes the distinction that the state does so not because it cares about the rights of the 

subordinate class, but because it wants to preserve capitalism as a functioning system (Tucker, 1978). Thus, 

for Marx, the state is actually a tool of capitalism and because capitalism itself is inherently exploitative, the 

state too becomes a mechanism of exploitation. Therefore, Marx would argue that state intervention to help 

create equal opportunity does not necessarily mean that the state is interested in equality. In fact, the state’s 

intervention is to ensure that people can still effectively specialize. The only distinction is that Durkheim’s 

social justice calls for an end to forced specialization in areas where people are not naturally talented in 

(Durkheim, 1997). He does not necessarily care if people even want to specialize. He believes specialization 

to be a moral fact of society. Marx sees specialization itself as a part of a bigger systemic issue since people 

have to specialize in something whether they like it or not, as without it they will not have any wages, in turn 

creating a wage dependent proletariat who face exploitation by the capitalist class (Tucker, 1978).  

 Marx’s vision of social justice is tied to his vision of a communist society. He posits that in such a 

society, because everyone’s basic needs will be met, people will have the opportunity and option to do what 

they want to do. Marx, unlike Durkheim, believes that human beings are not limited by choice or natural 

talents but are multitalented creatures who can learn to do whatever they wish to do and a communist society 

allows for just that—to be able to be fisherman one day, a writer the other, and an engineer on another 

(Tucker, 1978). To Marx, that is a socially just world where regardless of “talents” everyone is able to meet 

their needs and develop more talents and interests. When examining the exploitation of the Thai shrimp 
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workers, Durkheim’s structural functionalism would argue this case represents a forced division of labor that 

can be fixed, however, through Marx’s conflict theory, we see that state intervention actually deepens 

worker exploitation.  
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Introduction 

 There are more slaves alive today than all of the people 

stolen from Africa during the time of the transatlantic slave trade. 

The International Labour Organization (ILO) estimated that 12.3 

million people are enslaved at any time while Kevin Bales, a 

leader in the fight against slavery, estimated a more liberal 27 

million (ILO, 2009; Bales, 2004). Modern-day slavery is very 

different from past forms of slavery due to the outlaw of the legal 

ownership of people (called chattel slavery). Deceptive, coercive 

and fraudulent tactics have become necessary to enslave people. 

Today, practicing enslavement is cheap, short term, and highly 

profitable while slaves themselves are numerous, disposable and 

of any ethnic origin (Bales, 2004). Debt bondage – in which 

generations of a family may work for a slaveholder to pay off a 

debt made long ago (and that may be manipulated to never 

disappear) –, followed by forced labor – wherein legal or illegal 

businesses, governments, or other “official” groups enslave people 

through fraudulent contracts and other illicit means –, have 

become the leading forms of slavery around the world (Bales, 

Trodd & Williamson, 2009).  

Internationally, sexual exploitation is a constant and major 

concern, but forced labor is becoming more prevalent. Slaves are 

used to produce so little of common commodities (cocoa, rubber, 

rugs, fruits, etc.) on the global market that a tainted “slave 

product,” once mixed with “free” products, is virtually impossible 

to identify. Since transnational corporations are not required to 

police their supply chains, this leaves many consumers unaware of 

the tainting of their products (Bales et al., 2009). Nationally 

Examining the Development of 

Modern Forms of Slavery 

By: Nicole Zolli 
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speaking, a 2004 report produced by the anti-slavery organization, Free the Slaves, and the U.S. government 

estimates that at any given time 10,000 or more people work as forced laborers across the U.S. In reality, 

because forced labor is hidden, widespread, and criminal, they concede that number is probably much higher. 

Forced labor operations tend to thrive in states with large populations and sizeable immigrant communities, 

such as California, Florida, New York and Texas – all of which are also transit routes for international travelers. 

It is prevalent in five sectors: prostitution and sex services (46%), domestic service (27%), agriculture (10%), 

sweatshop/factory (5%), and restaurant and hotel work (4%). Forced labor persists in these sectors because of 

low wages, lack of regulation and monitoring of work conditions, and a high demand for cheap labor (Free The 

Slaves & Human Right Center, 2004).  

 

 Countries around the world have vowed to tackle this pervasive problem. Slavery was first defined by 

the League of Nations in 1926 as “the status or condition of a person over whom any or all of the powers 

attaching to the right of ownership are exercised.” Currently, with the addition of economic exploitation as a 

means of enslavement and the specification of human trafficking (the movement of individuals across national 

and international borders) as a crime, this relatively broad definition of slavery is the most widely utilized 

(Bales, 2005). The United States has built upon this international law by way of the Trafficking Victims 

Protection Act (TVPA) of 2008 and annual Trafficking in Persons Report (TiP). Under this legislation all types 

of involuntary servitude are considered forms of human trafficking whether or not an individual has been 

moved across national borders, state borders, or moved at all. Moreover, psychological coercion or deception 

has not always considered a legitimate means of holding victims in bondage but is today. Preventative measures 

added to the bill include the dissemination of information, partnerships with civil society to address forced 

labor, and poverty reduction programming.  

Unfortunately, it is currently impossible to know whether these policies are having a meaningful effect 

on the capturing and prosecution of offenders. Research on these policies, among many other important areas of 

modern slavery, is minimal. Information on just how many offenders traffic and manage victims, who these 

offenders are in their communities, what type of slavery they employ, and how they are sentenced is limited. 

The present quantitative study sought to verify and expand the current literature by answering basic questions 

concerning the frequency of the different forms of slavery in the United States and analyze a range of the 

qualities the victims, offenders and their offending might share. Using federal legal cases, the forthcoming 

analysis will attempt to extract this information in order to further modern slavery research. 

Methods 

 The aim of this exploratory, qualitative research study was to capture details on already prosecuted cases 

involving human trafficking and forced labor. A selection of twenty-four open-source federal cases dated 
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between 1988 and 2011 were chosen; seven were provided for by the International Labour Organization (ILO) 

and seventeen were provided for by the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ). Defendants included individuals, 

groups of individuals, legal corporations and illegal organizations. These cases were analyzed through the 

coding of the material into a total of forty variables. The information was coded based upon the case 

information reviewed. The codes addressed four primary areas of each case: victim information, offender 

information, offense information, and legal information. Victim information obtained included the nationality, 

age, sex, and amount of victims, as well as the duration of their enslavement. The role of the victim family, 

victim community, and victim State (how involved these individuals and groups were in the enslavement of the 

individual) were addressed but excluded because of the general lack of information available on these inquiries. 

Offender information included the type (individual or group offenders), number, age, sex and nationality of the 

offender(s). Offense information included the State in which the offense took place, the act or acts committed to 

ensure enslavement, the means that lead to the act(s), the purposes of enslavement, the methods of initial and 

continued enslavement, the sector in which servitude took place, the form of trafficking the offense was 

considered (domestic, two nation, or multiple nations) and the origin, transit and destination countries a part of 

this process. The specific offenses defendants were indicted for versus convicted for were considered but 

excluded because defendants in the same case were often charged differently. Legal information included 

whether the case was civil or criminal and what court the case was heard in (district, appeals or supreme). The 

analysis looked at descriptive statistics on the coded cases using IBM’s Statistical Package for the Social 

Sciences (SPSS) to create this database, the Force Labor and Human Trafficking Database (FLHTD). 

Findings 

VICTIM INFORMATION 

 The analysis provided interesting information on the details of victimization. Most cases involved the 

exclusive victimization of females (45.8%) rather than males (12.5%), but a substantial number of cases 

involved the victimization of both genders (37.5%). Of the 16 cases where the number of victims was known, 

41.7% of these cases involved 1 – 10 victims. Though, the number of victims accounted for overall ranged from 

1 to over 200 victims. The rate of child enslavement (1 – 18 years old), adult enslavement (19+ years), and the 

enslavement of both of these age groups in the same case occurred at a generally across these categories. The 

duration of enslavement of victims ranged from 4 months to 24 years. American (20%), Mexican (13%) and 

Filipino (10%) victims were the most prevalent but victims from the North and South America, Asia, Africa 

and Europe were all represented. 
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OFFENDER INFORMATION 

 While no case involved exclusively female offenders, a majority of the cases (54.2%) involved male and 

female offenders. 17 (70.8%) of the cases involved American offenders, although 6 involved offenders of other 

nationalities. The age of offenders ranged from 21 to 65 years old with no age range particularly common. The 

total number of offenders in a group ranged from 2 (25% of the cases) to 12 individuals. Although a group of 

two or more offenders (54.2% of the cases) and more formal criminal organizations (20.8%) were coded for 

separately, together they made up two-thirds of the type of offender indicted.  

OFFENSE INFORMATION 

 Almost half – exactly 24 – of all states were implicated as areas where a forced labor or servitude 

offense took place with no state substantially outdoing any others. The act most routinely committed to entrap 

people in slavery was recruitment 40% of the time (the purposeful legal or illegal gathering of individuals for a 

desired service), followed by transport (movement possibly involving a third party transport service), harboring 

(detaining someone unlawfully), receipt of persons (receiving someone from an agency, the government, or the 

victims own accord) and transfer (the physical movement of someone from one place to another). Smuggling, 

the illegal movement of an individual into a country, was involved 37.5% of the time. The means to enslaving 

someone were predominantly of a deceptive nature, with abuse of vulnerability, fraud, and coercion typical of 

cases, but use of physical force was also often used. Table 1 lists a more extensive list of means and their 

occurrence. To maintain control over a victim, offenders were found in almost all cases to utilize physical, 

psychological, and financial abuse (withholding, manipulating, etc., one’s pay and/or endorsing debts and 

fines). To a lesser extent, they employed legal coercion (withholding, falsifying, etc., documents). Table 2 

shows the exact percentages of the frequency of these methods. The abundance of financial abuse and legal 

coercion is not surprising considering 83.3% of the cases analyzed occurred as a result of the abuse of employer 

power, as opposed to the abuse of guardianship over another or government power. The most pertinent purpose 

of enslavement was forced labor (17 out of 24 cases), but all of the lesser frequent purposes – prostitution, 

sexual exploitation and slavery – can be combined under forced labor. We did indeed consolidate the groups, 

and found that the types of forced labor spanned five sectors: sex (27.6% of the forced labor), domestic 

(20.7%), agriculture (17.2%), manufacturing (17.2%), and the service industry (17.2%). Finally, the different 

forms of trafficking were addressed; two nation trafficking was found to be the most frequent, with domestic 

following suit and multinational trafficking found in only one case. This last statistic is weakly supported, 

however, as many cases did not delve into the particulars on how victims were transported to and from 

countries. It is worth nothing that this analysis supports the finding made previously that one-fifth of these cases 

involved American victims; 20% of the areas of victim origin (some regions are addressed alongside countries) 

is the United States. 
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LEGAL INFORMATION 

 Legally speaking, nineteen of the twenty-four cases were criminal cases and five were civil suits. Of the 

civil suits, four of the defendants were legal corporations and one was against a group of individuals. All cases 

were addressed in a national court under United States jurisdiction. Six were decided in its first hearing, 

seventeen were most recently decided on appeal and one, United States v. Kozminski, reached the Supreme 

Court. 

Discussion 

 The overall analysis of these forty variables supported previous research and contained a few surprises. 

Firstly, understanding the nature of the victimization process is essential in gaining a complete understanding of 

any criminal phenomenon and how to address it, as well as ensures that a victim’s perspective does not go 

unnoticed. The nationalities of the victims were incredibly diverse. Every continent was represented except for 

Australia and Antarctica. Based on the current research, it is difficult to question that modern slavery is a global 

crime. The U.S. is indeed a destination country as expanded upon by Shelley (2010), but that 20% of victims 

were found to be of American origin informs us that it is also a domestic problem. The finding that the amount 

of victims per case most often fell within the one to ten range highlights the hidden nature of slavery. It is more 

difficult to be aware of and investigate a human trafficking case when there are only one to ten victims that may 

or may not have the ability to reach out for help. Law enforcement must recognize this caveat and vigilantly 

scan for the less grandiose cases of abuse present in America. The most serious cases of abuse are not, as 

America’s focus on sex trafficking in the past might suggest, always to the exclusive victimization of females 

(Shelley, 2010). The substantial number of cases involving the victimization of both genders (37.5%) suggests 

that informed gender-balanced policy must be created, as the needs of both female and male victims must be 

considered and further researched. The duration of enslavement of victims ranged from 4 months to 24 years; 

this is a large span of time for slavery to continue unnoticed. This could be a sign of inadequate prosecution or 

that we do not yet fully understand the ways enslavers conceal their activity. 

 While is it essential to understand the basic information surrounding victimization, a look at modern 

slavery would not be complete without the individuals, groups or corporations that do the victimizing. The 

finding that offender groups make up two-thirds of the type of offender charged is a beneficial statistic for law 

enforcement to be aware of in understanding the process of offending. No specific offender age range or gender 

stood out as common to offenders overall – the age of offenders ranged pretty evenly across the board and a 

majority of the cases (54.2%) involved male and female offenders. 24 of the 50 states in this case study 

contained incidences of servitude, a finding which serves as a reminder that no state is impervious to slavery. In 

addition, no sector of the economy is impervious to or, when compared with one another, particularly fraught 
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with forced labor. While the sex industry claimed the highest incidence of forced labor (27.6%), followed by 

domestic service at 20.7%, the agriculture, manufacturing and service industries each claimed an equal 17.2% 

of the incidences of forced labor. If you add up the frequency of forced labor cases other than the sex industry, 

it is clear that non-sex related forced labor made up a far greater percentage (72.4%) of prosecuted cases. 

 As far as how individuals find themselves trapped in slavery, offenders use a variety of recruitment 

tactics. Abductions and kidnappings have been estimated to happen least, while legal, semi-legal and illegal 

contracts (usually based upon deception) and “credit” contracts (those that facilitate debt bondage) occur most 

often (Andrees & Belser, 2009). In the current research, some form of recruitment took place 40% of the time. 

This measure did not account for offenders who utilized legal or illegal recruitment agencies to gather 

individual – only offenders who directly participated in recruiting victims were counted. Common problems in 

the national action plans (NAP) to address modern forms of slavery include a lack of strategy to improve labor 

market governance and engage in labor market situations, a lack of sound statistical data, a lack of a clear, 

defined source of budgetary allocations, and a lack of providing clear indicators to measure their own progress 

in accordance to forced labor goals of their NAP over time (Andrees et al., 2009). More stringent regulation 

over recruitment agencies might help decrease the statistic that smuggling was involved in 37.5% of cases. An 

abundance of legal and financial coercion was used to maintain control over victims. Of the types of abuse of 

power considered to control others, abuse of employer power was by far the most prominent. This data suggests 

that current U.S. labor law is in desperate need of reevaluation. Labor is not well regulated in the United States, 

but this is not unique to the U.S. One study estimated that there is a global shortfall of more than 45,000 labor 

inspectors (as cited in Andrees et al., 2009). There is also a significant lack of clear state legislation that would 

encourage labor inspectors to focus on forced labor as an issue; national law is too vague or entirely absent. 

Furthermore, some state governments focus exclusively on trafficking at the expense of forced labor (Andrees 

et al., 2009). These loopholes must be addressed and the reasons for the mechanisms behind the exploitation of 

financial and legally vulnerable individuals further researched. Less sophisticated methods of controlling 

individuals to illicit their servitude include a harrowing amount of physical and psychological abuse. Like in the 

“old slavery,” offenders are not afraid to use a disturbing amount of violence (Turley, 2000). The high rate of 

psychological abuse present shines a favorable light on the reformed international and U.S. policies of today in 

which psychological coercion and/or threat is considered a means of enslavement (Cost of Coercion, 2009; Free 

The Slaves & Human Right Center, 2004). 

 Limitations of this exploratory study include the small sample of cases that make these finding difficult 

to generalize. These types of cases available to be analyzed were all federal cases, and were chosen out of a 

bigger pool of unknown cases by the ILO and DOJ. A general lack of information available on these selected 

cases resulted in less detailed codes for the analysis. Future researchers should expand the case pool by being 
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granted access to a larger number of cases, as well as the entirety of these cases and any other supplementary 

information. Moreover, whether particularities exist for forced labor and servitude cases at the state level should 

be investigated. Perhaps states experience different types of labor, as well as address these cases in different 

ways that might be pertinent to evaluate. Federally speaking, however, the connection between lapses in labor 

law and immigration policy to the occurrence of slavery is sparsely considered in-depth in the literature. The 

literature on how exactly offenders conceal their activity, specifically by using loopholes in law, should be 

explored. More research on forced labor in all sectors of the U.S. as well as the particularities of U.S. domestic 

slavery is needed. Finally, and most broadly, the experience of male victims must be given further attention. 
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Table 1 

Means to the Offense  

 Frequency 

Abuse of Vulnerability 13 

Fraud 12 

Coercion 10 

Use of Force 9 

Deception 5 

Abuse of Power 2 

Abduction 1 

Threat of Force 1 

Giving Benefits 1 

 

The means to an offense refers to the variety of ways in an offender can entrap their victim into servitude. These 

means may be physical (using force, abduction), psychological (taking advantage of someone’s own financial or 

mental vulnerabilities), or deceptive (lying to the victim about their payment or duties). 

 

 

Table 2 

Methods Employed to Maintain Enslavement   

 Frequency 

Psychological Abuse 22 

Physical Abuse 19 

Financial Abuse 18 

Legal Abuse 10 

 

Once a victim is enslaved by the means discussed in Table 1, the offender must employ various forms of abuse 

to maintain said enslavement. In our research, we came across the following types of abuse: psychological 

(threats and manipulation), physical (force), financial (withheld checks, etc.) and legal (using a victim’s illegal 

immigration status against them). In most cases, more than one form of abuse was employed.  
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Classism at Stonehill College 
By: Sera Torregiano 

Introduction 

As a society that promotes the American Dream, Americans 

as a whole tend to avoid looking at the reality of the United States’ 

economic breakdown. The money circulating in the U.S. is 

distributed at shockingly uneven levels. This differentiation within 

distribution has led to the creation of “classes.” The current 

breakdown is described as follows: the working class makes under 

$30,000 per year; lower middle class makes $31,000 - $50,000; 

middle middle class makes $51,000 - $110,000; upper middle class 

makes $111,000 - $390,000; and the upper class makes above 

$391,000. Due to the differences in these socioeconomic classes, 

certain stereotypes and unfair connotations have been attached to 

particular classes. 

This study looks at classism in terms of discrimination against 

a particular socioeconomic class or classes. It is a social issue similar 

to that of racism or homophobia, yet receives much less attention than 

that of other problematic topics. Although classism is certainly 

prominent in today’s society, money is a sensitive topic of discussion, 

which is why most people are not comfortable addressing this issue. 

Many Americans do not even realize the significance of gaps that 

exist between the established classes. 

Stonehill College is a private, Catholic undergraduate 

institution in Easton, Massachusetts. Approximately 2,400 students 

are currently enrolled at the college. Of those enrolled, 93% live on 

campus. The college has a large female population, with 60% of 

students being female and 40% male. According to the public 

Stonehill College website, in the 2014-2015 school year, cost of 

attendance was listed as $37,426; room and board totaled $14,290. In 

the 2013-2014 school year, 94% of enrolled students were said to 

have received some level of financial aid. College is never a minor  
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investment despite one’s level of income. Considering so many students enrolled at Stonehill receive some form 

of financial aid, the college is home to students of all socioeconomic classes.  Using Stonehill students as a 

sample, this research is aimed towards examining classism in regards to the effects that socioeconomic class has 

on 1) the ability to socialize on Stonehill’s campus and 2) the extent to which Stonehill students value a private-

level college education.  

This research is significant due to how little is known about the connection between Stonehill students’ 

socioeconomic class and how they feel about their ability to “fit in” on campus. By sharing the findings of this 

research with the Office of Intercultural Affairs, researchers hope to contribute valuable data to aid Stonehill in 

becoming more aware of how students feel about their environment. Lastly, hopes are that this research can be 

used to interrupt the reputation that Stonehill is a primarily “upper class” college.  

Literature Review 

SOCIOECONOMIC CLASS & CLASSISM ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES 

Prior research in the area of classism on college campuses suggests that class is one of the determining 

factors as to how well students are capable of “fitting in”. This refers to a student’s ability to socialize 

successfully with their peers. Feinstein, Langhout, and Rosselli (2006) conducted a study regarding classism at 

Hilltop University, a private school that is considered wealthy and of demanding academics. Hilltop’s female to 

male ratio is nearly equivalent, with 10% being first generation students, and just under half receiving some 

type of financial aid. Tuition costs over $40,000 per year. Similar to Stonehill, the students are considered 

“liberal, active, and socially aware”. Of the 2,880 students attending Hilltop, 950 participated in the study that 

consisted of a survey sent out through email. Results showed that students of lower classes, especially women 

of lower classes, experienced more classism. 

In a dissertation study by Backhaus (2009), 299 students of a Midwestern University responded to four 

different questionnaires pertaining to the issue of classism. Over 54% of the participants were female, and 

approximately 45% male. Of these same participants, 19% were first generation college students. In addition, 

64% of these students reported that their fathers’ yearly income was $75,000 or above. Backhaus found that 

students of lower socioeconomic incomes were less adjusted to college “in the realms of academic, social, 

personal-emotional and institutional attachment”. However, a correlation between socioeconomic status and 

overall adjustment to college was not found. 
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Methods 

To obtain the most accurate information regarding yearly income, surveys were used as the primary 

method of collecting data in order to assure anonymity. Survey questions were entered into Qualtrics Survey 

Software. Qualtrics is a convenient survey research software that allows a questionnaire to be taken online; the 

software is also able to compare the results of each question to others on that particular survey. The 

questionnaire was sent out to the sample of Stonehill students through social media such as Facebook, as well as 

directly to friends and teammates of the researchers through text messaging and email. Of the 105 surveys 

taken, 90 were completed in total. Aside from demographics, key close-ended questions included aspects of:  

 first generation college students, 

 Pell Grant eligible students, 

 difficulty regarding fitting in on campus, 

 the consideration of dropping out of Stonehill, 

 regretting the decision to attend Stonehill, and 

 socioeconomic status as a role in the ability to socialize at Stonehill. 

Two open-ended questions were directed towards finding the most difficult aspects of socializing at 

Stonehill and whether or not Stonehill has met the expectations of the participant based on their financial cost of 

attendance. Results were analyzed by using the “Drill Down” method on Qualtrics, which allows two or more 

survey questions to be viewed simultaneously. This makes any relationship between the two easier to recognize.  

Interviews were used in addition as a qualitative method. Each researcher interviewed a total of five 

Stonehill students, which totaled fifteen participants. Of these fifteen interview participants, three were recorded 

on video as well. Interview participants were collected through use of a convenience sample – each were 

friends, classmates, or teammates of the researcher. Five interview questions, similar to the overall survey 

questions, were asked. Due to interviews being qualitative, all answers were considered, as the goal of using an 

interview method was to obtain a range of in-depth answers. 
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Results 

Gender  

Female 78% 

Male 22% 

 

Class Year  

Freshmen 30% 

Sophomores 15% 

Juniors 36% 

Seniors 19% 

 

Socioeconomic Class  

Working Class 2% 

Lower Middle Class 12% 

Middle Middle Class 43% 

Upper Middle Class 37% 

Upper Class 7% 

 

 Of these participants, 19% were first generation college students, while 64% were Pell Grant eligible. 

The Federal Pell Grant can be awarded to undergraduate students who meet specific financial aid requirements. 

Interestingly, socioeconomic class results did not fully correspond to how participants reported their parents’ 

combined income, as 7% responded as the income being under $30,000, 14% being $30,000 - $50,000, 37% 

being $51,000 - $110,000, 35% being $111,000 - $390,000, and 8% being above $390,000. Considering that 

participants may not be aware of the socioeconomic class breakdown, combined income of parents was used in 

place of reported class. This helps to improve the accuracy of any possible trends involving socioeconomic 

class. 

 The combined income of the participants’ parents was used as a variable in combination with several 

other questions. The first question compared against socioeconomic status was whether or not the student has 

had any difficulty fitting in on campus after enrolling at Stonehill. The results displayed a very interesting and 

clear relationship: as class went up, self-reported ability to fit in also went up. Sixty-seven percent of the 

working class, 64% of the lower middle class, 47% of the middle middle class, and 21% of the upper middle 

class reported having difficulty. Zero percent of the upper class reported any difficulty. 
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 Next, socioeconomic status was compared to whether or not the participant believed that socioeconomic 

status plays a role in one’s ability to socialize. Results revealed that 100% of upper class students answered 

“no”. Thirty-three percent of working class students responded “yes”, while 55% of lower middle class, 29% of 

middle middle class, and 25% of upper middle class students also said “yes”. These results, aside from the 

working class, display a decrease in this belief as class rises. 

 Socioeconomic status was then compared against the consideration of dropping out based on financial 

reasons. Thirty-three to 42% of the working, lower middle, and middle middle classes responded that they had 

considered dropping out of college, while only 24% of the upper middle and 13% of the upper class also agreed 

that they had contemplated this possibility. This suggests that students of the upper middle and upper classes are 

less concerned with financials in terms of their education. 

 By comparing first generation college students to non-first generation college students, results show that 

both displayed nearly the same amount of consideration to drop out of Stonehill, 33% compared to 32%. First 

generation college students were then replaced with Pell Grant eligible students as we looked at regret of 

attending Stonehill. Similarly, results showed that Pell Grant eligible students regretted attending Stonehill at 

about the same rate as non-Pell Grant eligible students, 35% compared to 1%. Lastly, results show that 17% of 

students regretted their decision to attend Stonehill due to financial reasons, while only 3% regretted due to their 

lack of ability to fit in on campus.  

 Open-ended questions varied in responses. However, many students responded “nothing” when asked 

what the most difficult thing about fitting in campus is. Others listed their frustrations with being unable to do 

certain activities that their friends do, not being able to afford certain clothes, or not being able to have a car on 

campus. In response to whether or not Stonehill met their expectations based on their financial cost of 

attendance, the overwhelming answer was “yes”. 

Interview responses varied as well. More than half of the students that were interviewed reported that they 

did believe classism was prevalent on campus. All were in favor of having more diversity on campus. Most 

students were able to give their own interpretation of the definition of classism. Few of the individuals could not 

think of any examples of when they’ve seen classism displayed around campus; others responded with times 

when certain clothing brands were judged or made fun of. 
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Discussion 

 The findings of this research suggests that Stonehill students are primarily middle middle class, which 

does not support the reputation that Stonehill upholds as being an upper class inhabited college. Findings also 

support the idea that difficulty fitting in with peers can be seen through socioeconomic class. Stonehill students 

are found to have more difficulty fitting in on campus if they belong to a lower socioeconomic class. Aside 

from the working class, the belief that socioeconomic status plays a role in the ability to socialize decreases as 

class rises. It is possible that only 33% of the working class is in favor of this belief due to difficulties beyond 

what is addressed in this study. Socioeconomic class has shown to have a clearly inverse relationship on the 

consideration of dropping out of Stonehill – as class rises, consideration declines. However, though most 

college students are of the working class, there seems to be no discernable difference between first generation 

students’ consideration of dropping out in comparison to non-first generation students. Similarly, there is no 

observable trend when comparing Pell Grant eligible students to non-Pell Grant eligible students regarding the 

regret of attending Stonehill based on financial reasons. Overall, this research suggests that the regret of 

attending Stonehill is primarily due to financials as opposed to difficulties fitting in on campus. Despite 

students’ feelings regarding financials and social difficulties, results do suggest that students at Stonehill are in 

fact satisfied with their decision to attend the college. 

Limitations 

 Limitations of this study include the use of a convenience sample for interviews, sample size in both 

surveys and interviews, and the issue of obtaining honest and correct responses. Due to the difficulty of finding 

willing participants for the interview portion of the study, researchers used friends, classmates, and teammates. 

While 105 surveys were taken, only 90 were fully completed. Classism is a sensitive topic; students may not be 

completely honest about their socioeconomic class or their feelings regarding it. However, this is why surveys 

were used as a primary source of data as they guarantee anonymity and confidentiality. Lastly, a portion of the 

survey questions makes the assumption that students are able to obtain information regarding both parents’ 

income and therefore deduce their social class. 

Conclusion 

 Although Stonehill College is often thought of as a college of primarily upper class students, the 

findings of this research show that students of all socioeconomic classes attend the school. Students of lower 

classes experience significantly more difficulty fitting in with their peers on campus as opposed to those of the 

upper classes. Most students in the study express overall satisfaction with their decision to enroll at Stonehill 

College, and dissatisfaction can be attributed to first financial concerns and secondly to socialization 

difficulties. 
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To improve the current classism situation on campus, Stonehill may benefit from running weekly or 

monthly group programs to make students aware of the socioeconomic breakdown on campus. This would also 

help students become aware of how to be conscious of classism as a whole. This would provide an opportunity 

for students to realize that there are others of their own socioeconomic class on campus, and construct an open, 

creative environment for future discussion. Also, awareness of the FUN Fund may help students be able to 

afford to do more activities on the weekends. The FUN Fund is made available by the Student Government 

Association (SGA) and allows students to turn in applications that may result in the reimbursement of safe off-

campus activities. For future research, sociologists may want to explore further why the working class students 

on Stonehill’s campus feel as though socioeconomic class does not play a role in being able to socialize, though 

they report the highest percentage of having difficulty socializing. 
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Introduction 

 Within the Criminal Justice system there is a collection of 

occurrences that places superfluous amounts of trauma upon 

victims of rape and sexual assault, known as secondary 

victimization. These crimes are so complex and difficult to cope 

with, that any additional stress on the victims is unnecessary. 

However, since rape and sexual assault have been invited into the 

courts, a phenomenon has begun appearing throughout the legal 

system, and across the country. This phenomenon is secondary 

victimization. Secondary victimization is the idea that, from the 

moment victims report the crime to the police, they feel as if they 

are being assaulted a second time by the criminal justice personal. 

Campbell and Raja unearthed several alarming realizations in a 

1999 study on the same topic. After conducting surveys and 

interviews with these providers, they found that only 48% of 

participants in their study believed that contact with social 

services of any form throughout their recovery was a beneficial 

tool for them to employ (Campbell and Raja, 1999). However, this 

is not even the most alarming issue that they discovered. 

Throughout their research they found that 84% of the participants 

felt that the legal system re-traumatized their victims (Campbell 

and Raja, 1999). The idea of secondary traumatization has been 

mocked as something that is made up by feminist scholars. 

Looking at that data, it is unclear how someone could think this.  

In regards to this secondary victimization, it can be seen that 

victims who do not feel supported by the system will be much 

more likely to wish to drop their cases than ones who feel like the  

The Secondary Victimization of 

Rape and Sexual Assault Victims 

by the Criminal Justice System 

By: Victoria Miller 
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the system is working. Since these victims feel these pressures from the courts that they may not be seen as a 

"perfect victim" to have testify, they are much more likely to want to vacate their complaint.  

 This secondary victimization does not only happen in courtrooms. There is evidence of victim blaming 

within every facet of the criminal justice system that the victim comes in contact with during the process of 

putting their case through the system. In the 2006 study done by DiNitto, Byington, Maxwell, and Cuny, they 

proved just this. Their study took place throughout the state of Florida, comparing 130 different facilities that 

process rape cases in the state. These ranged from emergency rooms where rape kits are taken to police stations 

where the crimes are reported. Although it was only done in one state, Florida is the fourth largest state and has 

one of the highest rape rates in the nation. There are 52.5 attacks out of every 100,000 citizen in the general 

population (DiNitto et al., 2006).  To do this they compared these facilities to eight criteria to determine the 

“unresponsiveness” towards sexual assault crimes. One of the main things they were able to discern was that 

most facilities saw victims of sexual assault more as witnesses and less as victims. For instance, prosecutors 

were quoted as saying victims of sexual assault are witnesses that need to be "toughened up" for trial. It also has 

been discovered that there are more and more practices using polygraph tests upon rape victims. This is heavily 

criticized as exemplifying victim blaming, but the prosecutors find it to be a necessary task to find the true story 

behind their cases (DiNitto et al., 2006). 

One of the most alarming pieces of DiNitto’s findings is a table provided with the “motto” for the 

organization they looked into in regards to rape and sexual assault victims. The article defines the mottos as 

short pieces of information that sum up that particular institutions relationship with victims of rape, and how 

they treat them within their facility. For example, a hospital ER’s motto for these victims is: “We have too 

many real emergencies already. Rape victims are rarely injured. They are not legitimate patients”, making it 

okay for them to care less about the treatment they are providing (DiNitto et al., 2006). They also are quoted as 

believing that “rape exams are a legal, not medical, activity and responsibility” (DiNitto et al., 2006). This is 

because the medical examiners are afraid of being entangled in legal issues and cases, taking time away from 

their practices, and costing them time and money. This findings shows that they prefer to push aside the cases 

that come to their Emergency Rooms (DiNitto et al., 2006). Also, there are three mottos provided for jurors and 

their stance on these victims. The interviewed jurors were quoted as saying things about the victims like: “She 

didn’t seem upset enough”, “She was dressed for a good time,” and “She should know better than to drink at 

fraternity parties” (DiNitto et al., 2006). Jurors typically believe rape victims to be suspicious unless they 

display an outward demeanor that would align with the jury’s preconceived notions of what a rape victim 

should look and act like, or if they have been seriously injured (DiNitto et al., 2006).  
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Law Enforcement 

 The first aspect of the criminal justice system that victims come in contact with when they decide to 

come forward about their crime is law enforcement. Although it is the most important process for victims, it is 

also one of the hardest, and unfortunately, sometimes the police do not make it any easier. For instance, a lot of 

disbelief comes into play when these victims come forward to the police to report the case. In Jordan’s 2004 

study he examined police files to determine if there was any discrimination happening with rape and sexual 

assault cases. What he found was that only 21% of the cases were deemed genuine by the police. This was 

determined by many different factors. If the police proceeded with the case to the courts, or if the police filed a 

warrant or warning upon the assailant, or if there was an indication in the file that the police believed the victim. 

Even with all these factors applied to the cases, still only 21% of the cases were deemed genuine. Furthermore, 

when dissecting the reasoning behind why the cases were considered false there is a distinct victim blaming 

going on within the cases. For instance, 72% of cases that involved the victim being intoxicated were noted in 

the files as being dishonest. Victims who had delayed their reporting and those who had previous sexual 

relations with the accused were also seen as suspicious (Jordan, 2004). These all point toward victim blaming 

discrimination within these cases. Although all these factors are still within the realm of rape within the United 

States, these police stations refused to pursue the cases any further.  

In Patterson’s 2011 article, there is further evidence of this discrimination. In the comparison between 

cases involving rape and sexual assault that were processed and the cases that never stood trial, the reasoning 

for the rejection of the cases is based in victim-blaming. This was determined by interviewing victims of these 

cases and comparing the way in which they were treated by law enforcement. For instance, law enforcement 

was much more likely to prosecute a case if the rape was reported shortly after the crime. The cases that went 

forward with prosecution contained a much higher percentage of victims whose crimes were reported within 

two hours of the incident (67%), while rejected cases contained a much smaller population of the same type of 

case (36%) (Patterson, 2011).  Even more startling, none of the cases that involved minority victims were 

prosecuted (Patterson, 2011).  

 There is a lot of bias within the police station in regards to the way in which victims should present 

themselves. These biases when revolving around rape victims are called “rape myths.”  “Rape myths" are a 

belief about rape and rape victims that are unfounded and wrought with issues. Sometimes these myths are 

completely and offensively untrue (Hamlin, 2001). They are cultural beliefs that put blame upon the victims of 

rape for the crime that was committed upon them. They are clearly a problem in society, but they become an 

even bigger issue when these "rape myths" filter into the police station. In 1978, Feild did individualized 

interviews with different types of people about their beliefs surrounding rape and rape victims. During the 

interviews done with police, the police group matched up 50% of the time alongside the rapist group in the 
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attitudinal tests towards rape (Feild, 1978). This shows that there is a significant amount of victim blaming 

occurring within police stations. If these officers tend to have the attitude of a rapist 50% of the time, it shows 

that they are more likely to succumb to "rape myths".  Such myths could entail, blaming the crime on the victim 

because of what they were wearing, if they were drinking, or if they were in a relationship with the rapist. This 

is largely problematic because even though we have rape shields (policies put in place within the state to protect 

rape victims in the courts) and laws set up so victims do not have to endure this type of prejudice in the criminal 

justice system, it is completely impossible to regulate the personal beliefs that someone might be bringing to the 

job. 

The Courtroom 

 Though the percentage of rape cases that actually make it to court is very low, there are still many that 

make it to this stage. This means that these cases are passed the discriminatory process that police might be 

using to determine if the case is sound and genuine. However, secondary victimization is found within this 

setting as well, further harming these victims. In 2002 Orth looked into the feelings of victims of violent crimes 

(including rape) in regards to their cases and the way they were handled in the courts. After interviewing 137 

victims, there was a strongly negative reaction towards the process that they went through. Most victims felt 

blamed by the prosecutors, even though they were being represented by them. They also felt that the defense 

was placing the blame upon them for the crime (Orth, 2002). These practices made victims believe the defense 

was working harder at blaming them than trying to prove the defendant innocent (Orth, 2002).  Not only is this 

problematic because they are being blamed by the defendant in ways that rape shields should be protecting 

them, but they also are being blamed by the one person they should be trusting to help them get through the 

situation. In total, they felt treated more as a witness to their own victimization rather than a victim. This is 

incredibly alarming due to the fact that these people are looking for help. They do not wish to be blamed for the 

crime, they want to see person who harmed them put away, but, unfortunately in the case of rape, this rarely 

happens. 

 Another problem in the process within the courts is the way in which the rejection of cases is handled. 

Prosecutors do this when they believe that the case either cannot be won, or is not worth bringing to court due to 

a lack of a case. This is incredibly prominent when it comes to cases of rape and sexual assault. Frohman, in 

1991, decided to look further into this and try and determine why this happens so frequently in regards to sexual 

assault. These types of cases are the most rejected cases in the criminal justice system. Frohman found that this 

is because many court workers tend to discredit what the victim has to say about what happened during the 

attack. After observing over 300 cases, Frohman’s article is filled with some harrowing details. For example, 

she found that many prosecutors would base their assessment of the victim solely on their actions. If the victim 

was too emotional they seemed like they could not handle the case, but if they were not emotional enough it did 
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not seem like they had truly been victimized (Frohman, 1991). Most prosecutors were able to find some 

problem with their victims, making the case viable for rejection. (Frohman, 1991). 

 Another player in the courtroom that has a lot of input in rape cases is the Jury. If the case goes to a trial 

by jury the jurors have the final say over whether to "rape myths". "Rape myths" are saturated within society, 

and these jurors are a sample of the population. In 1980, Feild studied a large population of mock jurors to 

determine if certain factors in rape cases can sway the opinion of the jury. There were many different factors 

that he introduced, including experience, victim attractiveness, race of the defendant, race of the victim, and 

others. What he found was that, not only do the individual factors create discrimination, but so do the 

relationship between the combination of varying factors. For instance, the relationship between type of rape, 

previous sexual history, and victim attractiveness, tended to make the victim more liable the higher each factor 

was (Feild, 1980). 

 Another problem that occurs in the courtroom is the interpretation of the way in which rape victims feel 

after their attack. Due to the fact that most time the victim knows their attacker, the victims are often afraid of 

prosecuting them, and are still traumatized by the attack. This culminates into a very stressful environment 

surrounding the courtroom for the victim. Not only are they fearful of the prosecution process, but they must 

come face to face with the person who traumatized them. The problem arises in the courts because people tend 

to believe that the victims are making a bigger deal than it really is, making it appear as if they are trying to 

present like a victim. One study by Bohmer and Blumberg looked into the treatment of victims in this manner 

within the courtroom by observing cases and interviewing anyone who had contact with the victims, which 

uncovered a lot of victim blaming taking place behind the scenes. Those interviewed believed that due to the 

fact that women were appearing overtly emotional and traumatized, the crime seemed fabricated. (Bohmer et 

al., 1975). 

Policy and Law 

                Throughout the country there are several policies that are set up to aid those who have been affected 

by sexual assault and rape, but there are also many laws that these policies need to fight against to help these 

victims. On the federal level there is The Federal Sexual Assault Prevention and Response Office. This office is 

responsible for the oversight of the Department of Defense's sexual assault policies. They also work with 

civilian communities to develop and implement innovative prevention and response programs for the country. 

In the state of Massachusetts there are several policies that have been implemented to aid this victim population. 

For instance, SAFEPLAN is an organization of advocates working to aid victims in a number of avenues, from 

counseling to legal services. SAFEPLAN advocates can be found across the state and help tens of thousands of 
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victims a year. They also have a number of organizations across the state that they fund to further aid these 

victims. These organizations range from housing providers to free legal services.  

                With all this good in the country, there still are some darker parts of the country and its laws that 

perpetuate victimization of this population. In the state of Michigan, a new law states that private health 

insurance cannot pay for abortions unless the mother’s life is at risk. The only way one could obtain an abortion 

outside of this is if they had previously purchased an insurance rider (a secondary piece of an insurance policy 

that must be purchased separately) allowing the buyer to get an abortion if the pregnancy does not threaten their 

life. This even accounts for pregnancies that occur from rape. If a victim of rape becomes pregnant from the 

attack, they cannot chose to abort the pregnancy unless they had thought ahead to buy the rider. Many victims 

of rape chose to not keep a pregnancy that came from their attack, and see it as a constant victimization by their 

assailant. Also, in the state of North Carolina, due to a 1979 N.C. Supreme Court ruling, consent cannot be 

taken away once it is given. If a person changes their mind during intercourse and tries to retract their consent, 

and the intercourse continues, it is not considered rape. This law ruling allows what many consider to be rape 

legal in the state of North Carolina.  

Conclusion 

In conclusion, secondary victimization is a strong factor in the process that victims face when entering 

the criminal justice system. This should not be the case. The system was enacted to create a safe place for 

victims to come forward and prosecute their case. However, because of the way they are treated, rape and 

sexual assault have become some of the most underreported crimes. If we wish the shrink the dark figure of 

crime in our country, we need to fix the issue at hand. These victims are much more likely to want to drop their 

cases for fear that they are not being protected and taken seriously by the system. Due to the sufficient amount 

of evidence that these individuals are victimized again when they enter the system, it is clear that the pre-

established hypothesis that these re-traumatized victims are more likely to place doubt in the system and its 

integrity, is correct. Not only are they much more likely to wish to vacate their complaints, but, due to the 

victimization by the system and the victim-blaming laws, they are very likely to not feel safe wherever they 

may be. If the system wishes to create a safe haven for these victims, much has to be done throughout society. 

New forms of teachings and trainings need to be administered throughout the Criminal Justice system on how to 

handle cases with these victims. Our culture needs to be able to identify a "rape myth" and recognize its 

invalidity. If these changes could be made, the criminal justice system could be on the start for a new and safe 

environment for these victims to come forward.  
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The Culture of Educating, 

Raising, and Being a Twin 
By: Jean Leddy 

Introduction 

Twins are one of the most overlooked subgroups in society. This 

study is important because there is very little information and few 

studies that actually look into the culture of twins. This study 

focused on the three following research questions: how are twins 

educated, how are twins raised, and what is it like being a twin? To 

investigate the culture of being, raising, and educating twins 

opportunity and snowball sampling were conducted to gather 

participants. In total there were 21 participants. All participants 

partook in a qualitative unstructured interview, where interviewees 

were encouraged to talk and share their experiences of educating 

twins in their classroom, being a parent of twins, or actually being a 

twin themselves.    

Literature Review 

SCHOOLING AND EDUCATION 

Conception and birth both have impacts on the development of 

twins. As twins get older more and more factors impact their 

development. One large factor influencing the development of 

twins involves education. Beginning school is often the first time 

for twins to experience the public’s feeling concerning twins. In an 

article by Bradley (1958) she explains that “the public’s feeling 

makes twins feel themselves to be different from other children.” 

Twins face continual comparisons of personality and intellectual 

capabilities. In books, movies, and TV shows, twins look alike, 

dress alike, think alike, have the same friends, are constantly 

together, do the same activities at the same time, and are treated 

alike (Bradley, 1958). This in turn influences twins’ interpretation 

of who they are as individuals. Twins’ overall characteristics are 

said to be “first attributed to heredity and the rest are the molding  
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influences of society,” (Bradley, 1958). Bradley’s statement of twins’ interpretation of themselves is heavily 

connected to the theory symbolic interaction. Symbolic interaction is associated with theorist Mead and is a 

theory that how people view themselves is shaped by how society views them. Symbolic interactionism 

according to Wallace and Wolf (1999) is essentially a social-psychological perspective: it focuses primarily on 

the individual with a self and on the interaction between a person’s internal thoughts and emotions and his or 

her social behavior. 

Bradley went on to state teachers need to encourage twin students to say, “I” and “me” instead of “us” 

and “we.”  Teachers must avoid calling their twin students, “the twins” and they must make an effort to get the 

rest of their students to recognize that twins are individuals and should be called their names and not “the twins” 

(Bradley, 1958). Teachers should never compare twins’ personalities, traits, and grades. 

TWINSHIP 

Some twins have a negative outlook of being a twin. Researchers have found that male identical twins 

appear to have a generally more negative outlook of being a twin than female or fraternal male-female twins. 

Many identical male twins have stated that as they get older they don’t feel the twin identification as much. 

Some claimed that being a twin is something that one can grow out of, and as one grows older they have a 

chance to be more individual and not “one of the two” (Kozlak, 1978). Many older identical male twins insist 

that they are “no longer much of a twin,” and refer to their twin as just their brother (Kozlak, 1978). Some 

female twins share the same feelings as the male twins but most female twins appear to enjoy the uniqueness of 

being a twin more so than males.  

The reasoning behind this is thought to be related to sex-role models (Kozlak, 1978). Males tend to 

strive toward independence and view not being seen as an individual but as a pair negatively (Kozlak, 1978).  

Some interesting data that correlates with this, is the average age that identical male and female twins stop 

dressing alike. Data from Kozlak, showed that identical female twins dressed alike 1.9 years longer than males. 

This demonstrates that male identical twins begin to differentiate themselves earlier than female identical twins. 

Male identical twins are also more optimistic about separating from their twin than female identical twins. 

Female identical twins, on the other hand, tend to have more of an emotional reaction about separation (Kozlak, 

1978).   

Methods 

This research is part of a study designed to investigate the culture of being, raising, and educating twins. 

This study’s sample was composed through opportunity and snow ball sampling. The participants involved in 

the sample include educators of twins, siblings of twins, parents of twins, and last but not least twins. Majority 

of participants are white and are middle class. Participants of this study are from NY, MA, CT, VT, NJ, CA, 
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and Armenia. In total there were 21 participants. All participants partook in a qualitative unstructured interview 

where interviewees were encouraged to talk and share their experiences. Twenty-one interviews were conducted 

in this study in the time span of three weeks.  

Of the 21 participants, two were teachers from Massachusetts, and their interviews were conducted face 

to face where they told of their experiences and their opinions on educating twins. The teachers’ interviews 

lasted on average 20 minutes. Two siblings of twins were also interviewed. Siblings were asked to describe 

what it was like growing up with twins and if they noticed any differences in their twin siblings’ upbringings 

compared to their own. Siblings’ interviews lasted on average 15 minutes and were both conducted face to face. 

To gather information on how twins are raised, five parents of twins were interviewed. For this study the 

five parents have been identified into two different groups, falling into either the “older parent” group or the 

“younger parent” group. These categories were determined by age of parents’ twins. Older parents’ twins are 18 

years of age and older and Younger parents’ twins are 11 years old and younger. The older and younger 

parents’ answers to decisions of raising and educating their twins have been compared and contrasted to see if 

the upbringing of twins has changed over the years. Four of the five parents’ interviews were conducted over 

the phone and one was conducted face to face. Parent interviews lasted on average 31 minutes.  

The last and biggest group of participants in this study was twins. The twins in this study have also been 

divided into three categories: male-female twins, fraternal female-female twins, and lastly identical female-

female twins. Twins under the category male-female made up four of the interviews; three were done face to 

face and one was conducted through email. Male-female twin interviews on average lasted 21 minutes. There 

were three fraternal female-female interviews; two were conducted face to face and one was conducted through 

email. On average fraternal female-female interviews lasted 25 minutes. Lastly there were five identical female-

female interviews three were conducted face to face and one was through email. Identical female-female 

interviews lasted 35 minutes. Prior to interviews all participants were given or read a consent form. Two 

consent forms were designed for this study: one was made for parents, siblings, and educators and another was 

made for twins.  

Research Questions 

For this study, teachers, siblings, parents, and twins were all interviewed. Three concentrations were 

identified in this study: the first looked into the education of twins, the second analyzed the raising of twins, and 

the last explored the culture of being a twin, specifically looking into what it is like growing up with someone 

the same exact age.  
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Findings Summary 

NAMES 

In the parent interviews none of the five parents named their twins with names beginning with the same 

letter. For Fraternal male-female twins only one, CA, said that she and her twin brother have the same 

beginning letter. CA went on to say her mother and older sister as well have names beginning with the letter C. 

With that clarified there were no fraternal male-female twins who were named with the same beginning letter 

because they were twins.  

For fraternal female-female twins all have very different names from their twins and none have names 

beginning with the same letter. However with the identical twins all but one set of twins had the same beginning 

letter as their twin. CM had the same beginning letter as her sister and BA and BT have the same beginning 

letter as well. The identical twins had more twins with the same beginning letter than any other group of twins. 

Perhaps naming twins with the same first letter is more common for identical twins than it is for fraternal twins.  

DRESS 

Two parents dressed their twins alike and two parents did not dress their twins alike. There was no 

correlation between dress and age of parents. However CE- an older mother and AY- a younger mother said 

that they did not dress their twins alike to avoid hindering their twins’ individuality development. All parents 

said that they read or went to a twin organization informational meeting on how to raise twins where it was 

suggested in order to emphasize twins’ individuality they should be dressed differently. Yet, despite all parents 

hearing or reading this suggestion, two mothers and a father continued to dress their twins alike.  Both ML and 

CS an older parent and a younger parent justified dressing their twins alike because as they said it was “cute.”  

CT, a sibling of twins said her parents dressed her twin sisters alike when they were younger. For the 

fraternal male-female twins only one out of the four said that she and her brother were not dressed similarly or 

in complementary outfits when they were little. All the other fraternal male-female twins involved in this study 

said that they had been dressed in similar outfits to their twin.  

The fraternal female-female twins all said that they were dressed similarly when they were little. Like 

the fraternal female-female twins, identical twin females all said that their parents dressed them alike when they 

were little. Overall there were 14 sets of twins discussed and analyzed in this study. Of those 14 sets of twins 11 

were dressed alike and three were never dressed alike.  
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SCHOOL 

When asked about the schooling of their twins two parents said that their twins’ schools had policies 

about the placement of twins in the school. AY, younger mother reported that her daughters’ school policy was 

to separate twins, which she was happy about. ML and DL’s daughters’ had a rough transition in school when 

separated and therefore were not fond of the school’s policy. The other two parents CE and CS, an older and 

younger parent were both happy that their twins were/are separated and feel that it helps and helped build their 

twins’ independence. Sibling of twins CT reported that that her twin sisters were also separated in school. She 

said that her parents thought this was beneficial for them as well.  

Fraternal male-female twins all said that they were separated from their twin. Some mentioned that it 

was difficult being separated at first but then they grew to like it and thought that it benefited them in the long 

run. Fraternal female-female twins all said that they were eventually separated; all mentioned that it was 

difficult at first being separated but that they thought the separation was beneficial. For identical twins all but 

one set said that they thought that separation from their twin was beneficial. JL and AL said that they actually 

did better in school socially and academically when they were together. Of the 14 sets of twins discussed in this 

study, all but one set felt and were said by their parents to have done better in school when placed in separate 

classrooms.  

COLLEGE 

For college decisions, CE, an older parent, said that her fraternal male-female twins only applied to one 

of the same colleges and that she did not expect them to go to the same school. ML and DL said that their 

identical twin daughters applied to several of the same colleges. Originally they said their daughters set out in 

their college venture thinking that they would go to different schools, however they both decided on the same 

school. ML said that her twin daughters like many of the same activities and environments so when they 

actually picked the same school she was not surprised.  

In the fraternal male-female interviews two said that they always thought that they would go to separate 

schools from their twin and didn’t apply to any of the same schools as their twin. For fraternal female-female 

twins all said that they expected to go to a different school from their twin either because of academics or 

sports. Only one, AT, said that she and her sister applied to one of the same schools.  

All identical twin females’ said that they planned on going to whatever school suited them best and that 

their decision did not rest on their twins’ decision. All five identical twins in this study attend the same college.  
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AFTER COLLEGE 

None of the fraternal male-female twins mentioned in their interviews that they want to get an apartment 

with their twin after graduation.  In contrast, all fraternal female-female twins said that they can see themselves 

and their twin getting an apartment after college. For Identical female-female twins all but one said that they 

want to separate from their twin after graduation.  

 “THE TWINS” 

Fraternal male-female twins all said that they don’t mind being referred to as “the twins.” Two of the 

three fraternal female-female twins also said that they did not mind being referred to as “the twins.” AT one of 

the fraternal female-female twins interviewed said that she and her twin do mind being called “the twins” to an 

extent. Four of the five identical twin females said that they do not like being called “the twins.” BA, BT, AL, 

and JL, all said that they do not like being referred to as “the twins” at all. CM on the other hand said that she 

doesn’t mind it and has actually grown fond of it.  

All but one set of fraternal twins was not fond of being referred to as “the twins.” Only one of the 

identical twins said that she is fine with being referred to as “the twins.” CM differs from the other identical 

twins in their experiences of being referred to as “the twins” because CM in her interview did not specifically 

say she and her sister are referred to as “the twins” but are referred to as the “M Twins” and “Tennis Twins.” 

These two little differences actually personalize “the twins” a lot more and may not make “the twins” sound so 

impersonal and bland. Being called a more personalized version of “the twins” this has influenced CM’s 

perspective of being called “the twins.” 

Conclusion 

In conclusion twins are unique, they are special. Twins’ distinctive experiences begin from the moment 

they are born. The experience of being a twin is shaped by the world around them, related to the theory 

symbolic interaction. When twins are born parents make the decision of what to name their children and 

whether they will have similar names or totally different names. Another decision parents have to make is 

whether they will dress their twins alike or differently. When twins get a little older parents make the decision 

whether their twins will join the same activities or do completely different ones. Parents can also influence the 

decision of how their twins will be educated: if they will be kept in the same classes or in separate. This study 

found parents’ decisions rested on their desire for distinguishing their twins’ individuality. 

Teachers of twins also have a big impact on the development and the experiences twins have. Often 

times, as discussed in Bradley’s article, twins experience the public’s reaction to them first when they go to 

school. Teachers can make a big impact in twins’ lives. Teachers can establish whether twins will be referred to 

by their names or as “the twins.” Teachers can also teach twins to refer to themselves in the singular rather than 
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in the plural thus also emphasizing individuality. Teachers can overall influence the development of twins and 

the experiences they have. 

The last big indicator that influences the experiences twins have is the type of twin that one is. Twins 

can differ in many aspects including: interests, personalities, IQs and many others. These are all important 

characteristics that influence how close twins are and how well they get along. For a lot of these characteristics 

it appears that it is society that influences how accepting of or close one is with their twin. It is society that 

brings competition and comparisons into the lives of twins. It is society which may make twins feel like they are 

an item and not an individual because people fail to address their differences and just clump them together. 

For Future Research 

This study could be extended by comparing identical male-male, and fraternal male-male twins to the research 

already gathered on identical female-female and fraternal female-female twins and see if there are any 

differences between the genders. Another avenue to explore is whether or how the raising of twins has changed 

from 50 years ago. Specifics to look into would be whether more parents named their twins with the same 

beginning letters, if more parents dressed their kids alike- and for a longer period of time, if more parents had 

their twins share their birthday cake, if more parents referred to their twins as “the twins,” and if there were 

fewer requests when deciding the placement of twins in classes. As far the education of twins it should be 

looked into whether there were school policies on the placement of twins in the classroom fifty years ago and if 

there were how they compare to today’s policies. Lastly research should be done on the following: twins’ 

success in school, sports, and relationships compared to singletons. Overall, twins are a unique subset of our 

society that should be explored more. 
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Key: MF (Male Female), FF (Female Female), I (Identical Twins), F (Fraternal Twins), and U (Unknown if 

Identical or Fraternal) 

     

 

Appendix 

 

    

Participants Category Gender Age Race Social 

Class 

Education 

Level 

Origin Parent of Old or 

Young Twins 

J.L I- twin (FF) F 21 White Middle Undergrad NY N/A 

A.L I- twin (FF) F 21 White Middle Undergrad NY N/A 

BA. V I- twin (FF) F 21 White Middle Undergrad MA N/A 

BI.V I- twin (FF) F 21 White Middle Undergrad MA N/A 

C.M I- twin (FF) F 21 White Upper-

Middle 

Undergrad MA N/A 

T.S. F twin 

(MF) 

M 22 White Middle Undergrad MA N/A 

A.T F twin (FF) F 21 White Low-

Middle 

Undergrad VT N/A 

A.R F twin 

(MF) 

F 21 White Low-

middle 

Undergrad NY N/A 

E.F F twin 

(MF) 

F 21 African 

American 

High-

middle 

Undergrad MA N/A 

C.A F twin 

(MF) 

F 21 Columbian, 

Irish, 

Filipino 

Low-

middle 

Undergrad CA N/A 

T.F F twin (FF) F 21 White Middle Undergrad MA N/A 

J.P F twin (FF) F 21 White Middle Undergrad VT N/A 

M.L Parent-I 

(FF) 

F 59 White Middle MA 

Art 

Therapist 

NY Old 

D.L Parent-I 

(FF) 

M 59 White Middle MA 

High 

School 

Teacher 

NY Old 

C.E Parent- F 

(MF) 

F 45 White Middle MA 

Architect 

CT Old 

A.Y Parent-I 

(FF) 

F 37 Eastern-

European 

Middle PHD 

Professor 

Armenia Young 

C.S Parent-F 

(MM) 

F 37 White Middle PHD 

Professor 

NY Young 

E.E Sibling 

F- (MF) 

F 21 White Middle Undergrad CT N/A 

C. T Sibling 

U-(FF) 

F 21 White Middle Undergrad NJ N/A 

T.I Teacher 

(Several 

sets) 

F 28 African 

American 

Middle MA MA N/A 

T.B Teacher 

(Several 

sets) 

F 60 White Middle MA MA N/A 



 

Volume 5, Issue 1: Spring 2015 40 

References 

Barazanji, D., Leonard, L., Nilsson, J., Simone, R. (2010) Placement of Twins and Multiples in  

                 the Classroom: A Brief Survey of School Counselors’ Knowledge and Attitudes.   

                Journal of School Counseling, 36, 3-15.  

Bradley, E. (1958). Guidence and Teaching of Twins. The Clearly House, 13, 364-366.  

Koala, J. (1978). Identical Twins: Perceptions of the Effects of Twinship. Humboldt Journal of       

              Social Relations, 5, 105-130. 

Wallace, Ruth, and Wolf Alison. 1999. Contemporary Sociological Theory. 5
th

 ed. Uppe4r   

              Saddle River, NJ: Prentice-Hall, Inc. 

 



 

Volume 5, Issue 1: Spring 2015    41 

 

SERIAL: A Podcast in Review 

By: Professor Katie Currul-Dykeman 

SERIAL is a gripping podcast narrated by Sarah Koenig where 

she painstakingly investigates the conviction of 17 year old 

high school senior Adnan Syed.   Syed was convicted of 

brutally strangling his ex-girlfriend Hae Min Lee in Baltimore, 

Maryland in 1999.  Over the course of 12 episodes, Koenig 

digs through documents, and conducts numerous interviews 

with Syed and those who knew him best.  Koenig’s candor is 

relaxed and her language is conversational.  She seems to 

struggle with a ridiculously weak case, a generally likeable 

defendant, and a brutally violent crime.  While she seems to 

think that an appeal seems fair, she worries and doubts Syed’s 

credibility at times.  Is he “a really nice guy” or a “sociopath?”   

The podcast breezes over serious social problems 

pertaining to race, religion and violence. It does a cursory 

examination of how being classified a domestic violence 

incident might impact her investigation.  What does a typical 

batterer look like anyway? One thing she did find out was that 
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Court assistant district attorney. 
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published a book entitled 

Domestic Violence Case Processing:  

A Serious Crime or a Waste of 

Precious Time? 

About  

the Author 
 

 
there was a history of an intense and possessive relationship between the victim and defendant.   This fact was 

casually brushed aside as witnesses did not all agree on the characterization.  Additionally, victims of domestic 

violence are at the highest risk for lethality when they attempt to end the relationship and Hae had recently 

broken up with Syed.  This was central to the prosecution’s case but Koenig did not find it to be credible.  

Another interesting thing that Koenig discovered was that many jurors were prejudiced against the defendant 

based on his Muslim heritage. Jurors explained that it was not surprising that Sahid would commit a murder due 

to his “fanatical religious beliefs.” It was deeply disturbing that jurors admitted that his race and religion made 

the charges brought against him more believable, even without much credible evidence. 
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In 2000, Syed was sentenced to life plus 30 years in prison. He has served 15 years but has always 

maintained his innocence.   Now 34 years old, The Maryland Court of Special Appeals has agreed to hear 

arguments as to why Adnan could get a new trial. Now that the appellate court has granted this order, what 

happens next is that, in its June session, a panel of judges will hear oral arguments from Adnan’s side, and also 

from the state. Then the court will either deny or grant Adnan further relief. That relief could be a whole new 

trial in the circuit court, or it could be that the circuit court just has to allow Adnan to present new evidence.  

Syed's lawyers, Justin Brown and Kasha Lesse, blame Syed's incarceration on his late lawyer, 

Christina Gutierrez. They claim that she never requested a plea deal and lied about it to her client.  They also 

argue that Gutierrez never contacted an alibi witness who said that Syed was in the library with her at the 

time of the killing. SERIAL interviewed this witness, Asia McClain, who said she reached out to Gutierrez but 

never heard back. "The errors committed by trial counsel were of such a fundamental nature that Syed must 

be given a new trial," Brown and Lesse argued in the brief, adding that the testimony of a key prosecutorial 

witness "was riddled with inconsistencies."   

Time will tell what will happen next for Adnan Syed.  One thing is certain, a new season of podcasts 

will be released sometime later this year.  SERIAL is a production of WBEZ Chicago. All episodes are free 

and downloadable from serialpodcast.org and other audio platforms.  

 

http://www.people.com/article/serial-witness-asia-mcclain-says-she-never-recanted
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 Interview with Professor 

Jungyung Gill 

By: Matt Pini 

Research Interests 

How did you become interested in Stonehill students’ and faculty's  

perception of Brockton? How would you define the purpose of your  

research on Stonehill student's and faculty's perception of Brockton? 

 

My interest in this research goes back to the SOC 210 Survey of Research Methods course that I taught when I 

started teaching at Stonehill in fall, 2012. I wanted to provide research opportunities for students in this class 

because I believe that knowledge of research methodology is incomplete unless a student actually has the 

experience of carrying our research in real life. I also wanted to help students learn that sociological research 

can be useful for accomplishing social change. So in looking for research opportunities, I contacted Professor 

Corey Dolgon at the Community Based Learning Office. He told me that Brockton community partners of 

Stonehill sometimes complained to him about Stonehill students’ stereotypes about people in Brockton and he 

asked me to investigate Stonehill students’ perceptions of Brockton. This was how this research began. So from 

the start this research had the practical purpose of providing the college’s community service offices with 

information about how students and faculty think of Brockton so that we could improve our community 

engagements there.  

What research methods did you utilize during your research? 

First, we conducted two surveys. One is the Stonehill Students’ Perceptions of Brockton survey in which 761 

students participated. This survey included seven open-ended questions and sixty one close-ended questions 

that were intended to measure students’ attitudes toward Brockton and their experiences of the Into the Street 

Day, the Into the Street Program, and CBL classes. The other is the Stonehill Faculty’s Perceptions of Brockton 

survey that 61 faculty members completed. My preliminary analysis of students’ survey responses suggested 

that students from Brockton felt many other students unfairly negatively stereotyped their city. To further 

explore this issue, two sociology undergraduate students from Brockton, Nicole Paul (’14) and Angelina 

Daversa (’14) and I conducted in-depth interviews with thirteen Stonehill students from Brockton in the 2013 

spring semester. The interview questions covered various topics such as interviewees’ views of their city, any 

experiences they had regarding other Stonehill students’ stereotypes about Brockton, and interviewees’ 

experiences and perspectives about community service programs at Stonehill. 

Jungyun Gill is an Assistant 

Professor of Sociology. During 

this interview she discusses the 

results of her research in which 

she used quantitative and 

qualitative methods to study the 

perception of Brockton, 

Massachusetts held by Stonehill 

students and faculty. She also 

shares details about her 

experiences teaching at Stonehill. 
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What conclusions were you able to gather from your research? 

The findings of the students’ and faculty’s perceptions of Brockton surveys are posted on the CBL website 

(http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/community-based-learning/workshops/).  The first conclusion that I 

drew from the surveys is that students’ misconceptions about Brockton lead to more social distance from 

Brockton. For example, most of the students in the survey over-estimated the percentages of the city’s 

population composed of poor people, Hispanic people, African-Americans and foreign born immigrants. 85%, 

72%, and 84% of students in the survey over-estimated the percentages of Hispanics, African Americans, and 

poor people in Brockton respectively. In contrast 70% of survey participants under-estimated the portion of 

white people in the city. Further those who over-estimated poverty and the percentage of African-Americans 

expressed greater social distance from the city.  

             My second conclusion regarding the survey findings is that the college’s existing service learning 

programs may reduce students’ social distance from Brockton, but inadvertently reinforce the image of the 

community as “needy” and requiring charitable actions. Many students expressed that going to Brockton 

through the college’s service programs made them realize that Brockton isn’t that bad or unsafe of a place. But 

a lot of respondents also said that the college’s emphasis on community service in Brockton encouraged them to 

see Brockton as “a needy place.” Not only is this a hasty overgeneralization about Brockton, but also this 

viewpoint that “Brockton needs our help” unfairly neglects the will-power and efforts of community organizers, 

political leaders, and people in Brockton that have been crucial for positive changes there.    

            Third, all students from Brockton who we interviewed experienced negative stereotypes about their city 

at Stonehill and these experiences hurt their feelings and challenged their identity. Here I’d like to quote from 

my interviews so that you can hear the voices of students from Brockton. In response to my question about 

experiences of negative stereotypes about Brockton, a Black female freshman said “It makes me mad, cause I’m 

like what if I was talking about the place that you’re from, it’s like you have to have pride in where you’re 

from, … So when people talk down about Brockton I’m just like “Wow, I’m from there.  So you must think the 

same about me.”” Another racial minority student also said “Horrible. Because that’s where my family is. I’m a 

commuter. That’s where I stay every single night. Yeah, I go home there. I live there. I’ve grown up there. To 

question Brockton is to question my entire identity.”  

Fourth, race matters. White students from Brockton seemed to have a smoother transition to Stonehill 

and less difficulty in fitting in on campus than racial minority students from Brockton. Interestingly one White 

female junior student from Brockton said “I also get a lot of people who are very shocked when I tell them I am 

from Brockton just because of my appearance. I am like a white blond girl, so they tend to think, oh like I 

would never be from there because they think it is like such a rough place.” As I mentioned before, the survey 

findings indicate that students’ negative perceptions about Brockton are correlated to their over-estimation of 

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/community-based-learning/workshops/
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African Americans and poverty in Brockton. This also resonates in our interviews with experiences of racial 

and ethnic minority students from Brockton as shown in my following interview with a Black female first year 

student: “Obviously there were people like that were white in Brockton High, but … coming to Stonehill it’s 

different in a sense that they don’t give me a chance to be different. …. so they just stick to the type of girls that 

they think that are the same as them, like girls here … wear the same type of clothing, like Stonehill is a small 

school, and so is the culture” 

What challenges or roadblocks did you face researching this topic? 

It is really hard to do research while teaching three classes every semester. My interviews with students from 

Brockton had been sitting in my office for a year because I couldn’t find time to transcribe them. So I was very 

delighted when I received the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Research Grant and was able to have two 

Sociology students Matt Pini (‘16) and Olivia Osiecki (‘16) as my research assistants last year. Help from Matt 

and Olivia was really, really critical for analyzing the research data.   

Can you describe the experience of presenting your research at the 2015 Eastern Sociological Society 

Conference? 

Olivia, Matt, and I submitted our research to the 2015 ESS meetings in New York. I was pleasantly surprised by 

conference participants’ great interest in our research. Service learning has become an important part of higher 

education in recent decades. However, there has been little research done regarding students’ perceptions of the 

places where they do their service learning, although it is a common circumstance, especially in selective liberal 

arts colleges, that students who grew up in affluent suburban areas provide their services to urban communities 

of which they had little direct knowledge beforehand. I think this is why professors at the conference had an 

enthusiastic reaction to our research.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Experience 

What courses have you taught at Stonehill? 
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Introduction to Sociology, Survey of Research Methods, Qualitative Research, Sociological Theories, Seminar: 

Writing for Sociology – Childhood and Child Welfare, Sociology and Gender, and Seminar: Love, Intimacy, 

and Human Sexuality.   

What is your favorite course to teach? Why? 

A class in which students talk and engage with me and with each other.  No matter what subject I’m teaching, I 

want to have conversation with my students so that I know what they understand and think about class 

materials.    

What advice would you give to Stonehill students who are just beginning their first research project? 

Formulating a good research question is very crucial. While your research question may be expressed through 

only one sentence of your paper, it is the nucleus of your research. You must spend a good amount of time on 

critically examining previous studies to develop a meaningful research question. If you are not knowledgeable 

about the topic, you don’t even know what to ask. It is also of crucial importance to “listen to your data.” Do 

not let your preconceptions blind you to what your data really reveal when you analyze your data. 

What has impressed you most about Stonehill? 

Smart and hard-working students and wonderful colleagues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


