
PHL 235-A: Biomedical Ethics 

Summer I 2018; M, W 6:00-9:30pm; Duffy 207 

Prof. Constantinos Mekios; cmekios@stonehill.edu 

Office hours: M, W 4:30-5:30pm (and by appointment); Duffy 229 

 

 

Purpose: To examine some of the most important contemporary issues in biomedical 

ethics. In particular, euthanasia, abortion, allocation of scarce medical resources, 

informed consent, and issues arising from recent developments in areas of biomedical 

science such as genetics, will be among the problems that will be studied in detail. 

During this course, the students are expected to acquire an understanding of the dilemmas 

involved in making decisions in medicine and health care, but also to become able to 

approach such dilemmas in a critical/philosophical manner through the application of 

major ethical theories. 

 

Required Textbook:  

 

Ronald Munson, ed., Intervention and Reflection: Basic Issues in Medical Ethics, 9th 

Edition, Wadsworth Publishing, 2012. 

 

The textbook is available at Stonehill’s bookstore. 

 

Grading 

Your grade for the course will be determined by the following: a midterm exam (25% of 

the final grade), three one-page papers (10% each), and a final exam (30%). Also, 15% of 

the grade will be determined by the quality of class participation (at the discretion of the 

instructor), as well as on the basis of several low-stakes writing assignments and a brief 

in-class presentation. 

 

Attendance 

Students are expected to attend lectures regularly. Absence in the case of an illness will 

be excused with a doctor’s note, but missing a significant portion of the course (three 

weeks) will result in a failing grade. Absences without a legitimate excuse will result in 

significant final grade reduction: the final grade for the course will go down by 5 points 

for each unexcused absence (i.e., given that the maximum total number of points for the 

course is 100, with one unexcused absence the maximum grade possible will become a 

95%, with two a 90%, and so on). 

 

Important Note: With the exception of emergencies documented in writing, no excuses 

will be accepted for missed exams. Late papers will be docked one full grade for each 

day they are late and for each page by which they exceed the one-page limit. Additionally, 

plagiarism is a serious violation of the College’s Academic Conduct Code and will be 

punished severely. 
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Schedule of Lectures (a star indicates that the reading will be provided by the instructor) 

 

May 30: Introduction; Ethical Theories: Utilitarianism, pp. 863-870; Kant’s Ethics, 

870-876 

 

 June  4: Ethical Theories: Natural Law Ethics, 885-891; Abortion: Roe vs. 

Wade/preliminaries, 433-434; 435-439; 446-451; 454-459; J.J. Thomson, 

472-482 

    

 6: Abortion: Don Marquis, 461-465; Discussion questions; Euthanasia:  

  James Rachels, 585-589; Daniel Callahan, 596-600 

  

          11: First paper due; Euthanasia: The Oregon Law, 573-577; Documentary: 

  How to die in Oregon; The Advent of Reproductive Cloning, 341-346;  

  Leon R. Kass, 401-406; R. Bailey – “What exactly is wrong with cloning  

  people”* 

 

          13: Midterm Exam; Physicians and Patients: Autonomy and Paternalism,   

  900-904, 38-42; Paternalism: Gerald Dworkin, 60-69 

 

          18: Rawls’ Theory of Justice 881-885; Principles of Distributive Justice, 897-900;  

  Scarce Medical Resources: preliminaries, 629-637, 639-644;  

  George Annas, 662-666 

 

          20: Second paper due; Organ Selling, 654-659; Debate; Rights, 690-691; 

Informed Consent and Research Ethics: preliminaries, 140-154; 

Experimentation on human subjects: Principles of the Nuremberg Code,  

170-171; Paul Ramsey, 166-170  

 

          25: The Tuskegee study – Documentary: The Deadly Deception; Discussion; 

Research Ethics: Animal experimentation, 156-158; Peter Singer, 196-203; 

Carl Cohen, 203-209 

 

          27: Debate: Animal Rights; Born Bad? – On the relation between biology and 

  morality; Richard Rorty, “Born to Be Good”* 

 

    July 2: Third paper due; Final Exam   

        

    


