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Project Title Cultural Artifact and Current Event research projects

Project Proposal (250-500 words): FLPP provides an opportunity to partner with a librarian to enhance students'
research and information literacy skills. How do you envision the librarian interacting with your students? This
might include individual consultations, small group research sessions, elearn support, etc.

I would like to incorporate two scaffolded research projects into my Intro to American Studies course. One assignment
I would like to develop during FLPP is a (pop) cultural artifact assignment as a form of primary source research. I would
like students in American Studies to develop a sense of the various cultural artifacts around them that would be
"available" for analytical, academic scrutiny. (I am thinking here of the more obvious artifacts like music, movies,
advertisement, as well as more obscure ones like foods, photographs, clothes, ?) I have trouble conceptualizing the best
way to turn this into a meaningful research experience for the students. I would like to collaborate with a librarian to
figure out how best to scaffold the assignment.

The second assignment, "Current Events in Historical Context, is one I used last year in this course and I would like to
collaborate with a librarian into making this a more successful and meaningful assignment. The assignment asks
students to identify a current event and explore it in a relevant historical context. The idea of the assignment is to give
students a sense of how a scholar might "read" and make sense of a current event in a broader context. With a librarian
I would like to revisit how the assignment went, what other or additional steps we would like to built into the
assignment, and in what ways the librarian would be integrated into the class throughout the semester. 

Thank you for your consideration!
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