
11/3/2014 Wufoo · Entry Manager

https://stonehillctl.wufoo.com/entries/instructional-development-grant-application-form/ 1/2

#252Instructional Development Grant Application Form

Name Andrea  Opitz

Email aopitz@stonehill.edu

Department English

Which grant are you applying for? Pedagogy Travel Grant

Amount requested $750

If your project involves human subjects,
have you discussed your project with the
Director of Academic Development?

Not applicable

Project Proposal (500-750 words) -- Please include a 1) title, 2) a project description, 3) a discussion of the
benefit to the Stonehill community, and 4) your "community outreach plan"). See full requirements at:
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/ctl/grants/grant-application-guidelines/.

Staying Current in American Studies and Learning about Teaching American Studies—particularly the Intro
course

Traveling to ASA: This is my third year directing the American Studies program. As part of that role I teach the
two required courses in American Studies—the Intro course and the Capstone seminar. Teaching these courses
for the first time this past year posed a few challenges, a couple of which I am aiming to address by attending
this year’s American Studies Association conference in Los Angeles, Nov 6-10. At the conference I plan on
attending two sessions on teaching—one on “Teaching the Introduction to American Studies Course” and one on
“Teaching American Studies Transnationally,” a session on “Social Science Methods and American Studies,” one
on “Rethinking American Studies from the Perspective of Las Américas,” and a workshop for program directors
and chairs about the state of American Studies programs and departments. 

Current Conversations in the Field: My background and academic training in American literature and film
prepares me for some of the questions and topics one might want to explore in specifics topics courses in
American Studies. But since I have mostly engaged in work focused on my specific areas of Native American and
American Ethnic literature, I haven’t been involved in American Studies more broadly. I attended the ASA
conference last year and will again this year because, as the only faculty member currently teaching the two AMS
courses, I need to make sure that I am up to date on the current conversations and debates within the field.

How to Teach the Intro and Capstone Courses: In addition to current conversations in the filed, I have felt a
particular need to learn more about how to design both the Intro and the Capstone courses in ways that address
the interdisciplinary nature of the major. While I usually include texts in my courses that come from other
disciplines, I haven’t—prior to teaching these two courses—felt the need to think so deliberately about more
than one methodology. One of my primary goals for this conference is to learn more about how to teach
students about methodology and how others incorporate actually doing American Studies and interdisciplinary
work into their introductory courses. 

When to Teach Methodology? As program director I have to consider curriculum questions as well. Currently the
AMST steering committee is debating whether or not to create a Junior-level methods course. There is some
concern that focusing on method in the Intro course may be too much for that course to handle, and also comes
at a time that may be too early in a student’s career in the major. So a mid-level methods course would allow us
to emphasize methodology as a central aspect of what it means to do American Studies and to do it at a time
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when students start thinking about their capstone courses. However, with current budgetary concerns I am not
entirely sure how such a course would get staffed regularly. To that end I want to go to ASA and discuss with the
program directors and chairs how other programs teach methodology and when, and discuss these experiences
with the members of my steering committee.

No Extra Financial Support to Develop as Program Director: Finally, as program director of American Studies I do
not get extra funds that would allow me to stay current in the field, learn about the state of other programs and
departments, or attend sessions where I can engage with other teachers of American Studies about how best to
introduce students to the major, to current debates, and to questions of methodology when the Intro course is
the only American Studies course students will take before they get to the Capstone. Receiving the travel grant in
order to learn more about the pedagogical and curricular challenges and questions particular to American
Studies will allow me to free up some of the money from my professional development fund to develop my own
scholarship later in the spring. 

Budget (detail how you will use the funds
requested)

I am asking for $750. My traveling/accommodation budget is
$1200 ($424 airfare; $554 hotel; $70 transportation to
airport/parking; $150 conference fee).

Bibliography (required for SOTL Research
Grant)

Syllabus (optional) -- can also be emailed
as an attachment to Stephanie DesRosiers
(sdesrosiers@stonehill.edu)
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