
Executive Summary  

 

Prepared by Office of Planning and IR, November 7, 2014 

 

 

National Survey of Student Engagement  

March, 2014 

Historical Overview and Response Rate: 

 NSSE was administered on campus in the spring of 2005 (RR=43%); 2008 (RR=36%), 2011 (RR=41%) and 
2014 (RR=36%). The average response rate for trending years 2008, 2011 and 2014 is 38%.  

 2014 comparison group average response rates for Carnegie Bac/A&S is 40%, Private Market is 34% and 
Catholic Market is 30%.  

Engagement Indicators – Looking At the Big Picture 

 Stonehill seniors engage their peers at a higher rate than students at other institutions. 

For the engagement indicator, Collaborative Learning, students were asked if they “Very often or often” 
‘Asked another student to help you understand course material’, ‘Explained courses materials to one or 
more students’, ‘Prepared for exams by discussing or working through course material with other 
students’, and ‘Worked with other students on course projects or assignments’. 

Six-in-ten (63%) Stonehill seniors responded “very often or often” when asked about academic 
engagement with other students compared to seniors at Carnegie Bac/A&S (58%), Private market (56%), 
and Catholic market (55%). 

 Fewer Stonehill seniors have discussions with diverse others when compared to other colleges and 
universities.   

For the engagement indicator, Discussions with Diverse Others, students were asked if they “Very Often 
or often” had discussions with ‘People from a race or ethnicity other than your own’, ‘People from an 
economic background than your own’, ‘People with religious beliefs other than your own’, ‘People with 
political views other than your own’. 

Six-in-ten (62%) Stonehill seniors responded “very often or often” when asked if they had discussions with 
diverse others compared to seven-in-ten seniors at Carnegie Bac/A&S (72%), the Private market (73%) 
and Catholic market (72%). 

 Stonehill seniors interact with faculty more often than seniors at other colleges and universities. 

For the engagement indicator, Student-Faculty Interaction, students were asked if they “Very often or 
often” ‘Talked about career plans with a faculty member’, ‘Worked with faculty on activities other than 
coursework (committees, student groups, etc.)’, ‘Discussed course topics, ideas, or concepts with a faculty 
member outside of class’, and ‘Discussed your academic performance with a faculty member’. 

The National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) collects 
information about the nature and quality of first-year student and 
senior undergraduate experiences that focus on behavior, effective 
practices and actionable information. In 2013 NSSE moved from 
benchmarks to ten Engagement Indicators (that fall within four 
themes: Academic Challenge, Learning with Peers, Experiences with 
Faculty and Campus Environment) and High-Impact Practices. 

For additional information, please contact Jean R. Hamler, Associate 

Director of Planning and IR, extension 1334, or visit the Assessment 

Results web page. 

 

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/planning/institutional-assessment-2/institutional-assessment/assessment-and-survey-results/
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/planning/institutional-assessment-2/institutional-assessment/assessment-and-survey-results/
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Half (50%) of Stonehill seniors responded “very often or often” when asked about their interactions with 
faculty compared to seniors at Carnegie Bac/A&S (48%), Private market (42%), and Catholic market (43%). 

 Greater percentages of Stonehill seniors participate in high-impact learning experiences than seniors at 
other institutions. 

For the engagement indicator, Quality of Interactions, students were asked to rate a 6 or 7 on a scale 
from 1-“Poor” to 7-“Excellent” their interactions with ‘Students’, ‘Academic advisors’, ‘Faculty’, ‘Student 
services staff (career services, student activities, housing, etc.’, ‘Other administrative staff and offices 
(registrar, financial aid, etc.)’. 

Almost 6-in-10 (59%) Stonehill seniors responded “very often or often” when asked about their 
interactions with campus community members compared to seniors at Carnegie Bac/A&S (56%), Private 
market (50%), and Catholic market (50%). 

High-Impact Practices (HIP) 

A vast majority (99%) of Stonehill seniors participated in two or more HIP’s compared to seniors at 
Carnegie Bac/A&S (84%), Private market (83%) and Catholic market (79%). 

Note: High Impact Practices for seniors include the following educational experiences: Learning Community, Service-
Learning, Research with a Faculty Member, Internship or Field Experience, Study Abroad, and Culminating Senior 
Experience.  

Below is an example of Study Abroad. 

Study Abroad 
      

Which of the following have 

you done or do you plan to 

do before you graduate?  

 

Participate in a study 

abroad program. 

 

 

 

 


