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Which grant are you applying for? Pedagogy Travel Grant
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If your project involves human subjects,
have you discussed your project with the
Director of Academic Development?

Not applicable

If your project involves community-based
learning, have you discussed your project
with the Director of CBL?

Not applicable

Project Proposal (500-750 words) -- Please include a 1) title, 2) a project description, 3) a discussion of the
benefit to the Stonehill community, and 4) your "community outreach plan"). See full requirements at:
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/ctl/grants/grant-application-guidelines/.

Title: Engagement & Agency in the Rhetorical Criticism Classroom
As part of the College initiative implementing “Writing in the Discipline” courses, I am currently developing a
sophomore-level Rhetorical Criticism class for Communication Majors. Rhetorical Criticism asks students to engage in
careful, critical analysis of public messages, be they political, public advocacy or media narratives. Such analysis leads
to well-developed critical essays where content, style and form determine effectiveness of argument. 
My approach to the course is based upon feminist rhetorical critic Sonja Foss' advocacy of employing question-based
learning (1989). Foss, the co-creator of the theory of “Invitational Rhetoric” posits that effective pedagogy comes from
shared discourse between and among students, professor and texts. Rather than formulating lessons focused primarily
on imparting knowledge regarding methods & texts, it is my intent to orient the students to the process of thinking
rhetorically through generating critical questions. The over-arching question for the course is “How do symbols affect
us?” 
Foss posits that the question approach to teaching Rhetorical Criticism provides several beneficial results: it provides a
clear and cogent purpose and structure to the course; it encourages students to be more effective communicators in
their own lives; it makes clear the connection between Rhetorical Criticism and other courses in the Communication
curriculum. Finally, such a course is “explicitly related to critical thinking” a learning objective valued across the
institution (192).
For such an approach to be effective, students must first be engaged not only in the classroom but in attending to and
learning about events in the larger world. The relationship between rhetoric and context is essential; one cannot
understand the import of "I Have a Dream" without being familiar with the Civil Rights movement and the events leading
to the historic March on Washington. To my mind, a specific challenge in the proposed Rhetorical Criticism class will be
to spark interest in events both historical and contemporary that may appear (at first glance) to be irrelevant to
students. I believe the challenge of engagement is shared by many instructors of college writing, regardless of course
topic.
A further test will be to create a classroom climate that fosters agency among the students. How do we wrestle with the
challenge of encountering unfamiliar texts, critical analysis and effective writing? It is my hope that attendance at the
Feminisms and Rhetorics conference at Standford University will help answer these questions and provide opportunity
to engage with Composition scholars for guidance. What follows is a list of panels/papers I will attend: 
• Agency in the Classroom
• Feminist Rhetoric for Pedagogical Innovations



• Enduring & Emerging Questions in Feminist Pedagogy 
• Classroom Activism
• Pedagogy, Power, and Praxis: Feminist Approaches to Composition Programming and Classroom 
• Practices for Listening: Subversive Classroom Practices in Three Fields of Communication

Upon my return, I will design a workshop on engagement and agency in a writing classroom. I will reach out to both
Todd Gernes and Father Jim Chichetto to partner with me on this part of the project. I will offer it as a stand-alone
presentation and/or see if Todd would be interested in having it as part of his annual writing workshop in the summer.
This will provide benefit to those professors developing and/or enhancing "Writing in the Discipline" courses as
regardless of the major, engagement and agency are essential elements in the classroom. 
Thank you for considering my request. 
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Budget (detail how you will use the funds
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Amount requested: $750.00 
Budget: 
Conference registration: $250.00
Hotel: $357.00
Airfare: $325.00
Car Rental: $183.00
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