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Spain today (SPA337) focuses on the political, social, religious, and cultural issues of post-Franco Spain. The objectives
of this course are the following: Develop an understanding of how the role of historical, political, social, religious and
cultural factors has shaped modern Spain. Gain a perspective and perception on the way Spain’s society has achieved a
plural, diverse, and democratic identity within a democratic Europe. Practice and refine student’s speaking, listening,
reading and writing skills in Spanish. Build on their research experience and skills. In the past I have used the book
España: Ayer y hoy, (2010). However, due to the rapid historical, political, social changes in Spain, the book has become
obsolete and I have not found an updated textbook that would keep up with the most current events. In the past I have
used web-based resources to supplement materials for the course. Last time I taught it in the fall of 2012 I
implemented more web-based resources and students reacted to this change positively. Taking into consideration the
limitations of printed material, my goal would be to design a course that relies more on web-based resources so
students would be exposed to more current and accurate information. For example, in this course, every class period
students are responsible to start the class by presenting current event in the news (online newspaper, video, radio etc.)
about Spain. These events always tie into specific content of the course. Last time the course was taught we also
followed a very popular sitcom in Spain about the trends shaping the modern Spanish family. The viewing of this and
other television series helped students to comprehend and to better relate to the material presented in class. I believe
creating more web-based resources to supplement printed material not only would allow students in this course to
better grasp critical concepts of the course, but also would guaranteed that such information would always be more
accurate and better delivered. The Spanish national television and other private channels have web-based resources
that would greatly enhance the goals and outcomes of this course. Moreover, the Spanish government has several web-
based up-to-date resources on family, youth, women, health care, and many other topics pertaining to the course.
Accessing these resources would allow me to design a more solid and rigorous course. Most importantly, it would allow
students to have a more enriching experience with the material presented. Ultimately, it would make class experience
more engaging and entertaining. Partnering with a librarian would allow me to tap into these resources and create a
database that would support instruction in this course. As students need to present a project and write a reflection
about that assignment they would have individual consultations with the librarian to research and prepare their
presentations and final written reflections. This interaction not only would help them gain access to pertinent
information, but it would also provide an opportunity to enhance their research skills. In addition, the librarian would
also visit the class a couple of times during the semester to instruct students on how to better manage and utilize the
available resources efficiently.
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