
Part 1 
Overview 

  

Instructor 
Contact 
Information 

Heather Brodie Perry 
hperry@stonehill.edu 
508-565-1538 
508-345-7585 (Cell) 
Office Library 204 
  

Technical 
Support 
  

To access the online course material for this seminar you need an internet connection and a compatible 
browser. See a list of the supported browsers. 
  
Make sure that you can download Panopto on your computer. 
Make sure you have a working webcam and Microphone. 
  
Support for eLearn/Bb is provided through the IT Service Desk located in Duffy 025 and at ext. 4357.   
  

Course 
Overview 
  

In today’s information environment, students are consumers and creators of information, but participation in 
a rapidly changing social and political ecosystem demands the development of skills of sophisticated 
cognitive engagement rather than simply being passive consumers of information. A study of information 
ethics compels us to ask questions regarding the ways in which stakeholders choose to use information to 
frame issues and influence perspectives, choices and solutions to social problems. Such study brings to 
light cases where information may have been misused to the detriment of society. 
 
This course fulfills a moral inquiry requirement as it challenges students to “understand the varying or 
conflicting solutions that, in a global world, have been proposed to fundamental moral and ethical 
questions.”  Students will be introduced to varying sources of information and practices in the use of 
information, examine the assumptions and values that underlie other’s claims and develop a skill set for 
critically evaluating information for its adherence to information ethics before they decide to utilize it in their 
own moral arguments regarding problems and their solutions. In this way, students become informed 
consumers who are able to act ethically and bring about change. 
  
  
  

mailto:hperry@stonehill.edu
https://en-us.help.blackboard.com/Learn/9.1_Older_Versions/9.1_2014_and_2015/Instructor/015_Browser_Support/012_Browser_Support_for_Q4_2015
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/it/support/


  
Teaching methods: 
  
  

Teaching 
Methods 

The course is structured as a project based learning course; as a result students should expect that some 
of the work will grow organically as they get further into their research, determine areas for further 
exploration, and make decisions on how to work with community partners to supplement traditional 
research materials.  Expect to be flexible. There is a high expectation for independence and initiative on the 
part of the students in this course, especially given the online design.  
  

Required 
Texts 
  

There are no required texts to purchase for this course, but there are several required articles, and films for 
you to view. 
 
To access the required readings use eLearn. Additional readings that are listed on the syllabus are located 
in the various databases. 

Course 
Requirements 
  

Discussion Boards 
 
Each week you will contribute to two message boards. One message board will discuss the weeks’ 
readings and viewings, the other will discuss a resource you are exploring for your final presentation. 
 
The topics of each weeks' discussion topic are listed on the syllabus and located in each weeks’ module. 
Each week you will make a primary contribution and reply to a minimum of two of your classmates posts. 
You will also reply to the classmates who reply to your posts. Try to vary the classmates you respond to 
each week, and attempt to distribute the comments among the members of the class. 
 
Your primary post should be a minimum of 250 words, and it is a good practice to prepare this post in Word 
or another similar word processing program. eLearn can go a bit crazy and make your posts do strange 
things, preparing your posts in Word can also prevent loss. It is also easier to edit in a word processing 
program like Word which can lead to greater clarity in your posts. 
  
Issue Deconstruction 
  
You  will do a investigation on an ethical issue. See the Content Area for complete details. You will make a 



brief presentation on your proposal using voice thread. 
  
Your presentation should be approximately 5 minutes long. 
  
You will comment on each of your classmates presentations. 
  
Ethical Dilemma 
 
Your semester of research will culminate in a presentation on voice thread, and accompanying paper on an 
important issue in information ethics. 
  
For complete details see the content Area for the instructions and rubric. 
  

Completion of 
Weekly 
Assignments 

Students will be expected to complete all assignments by the due date listed on the syllabus. Late 
assignments will receive a deduction in points for each day overdue.  

Netiquette We expect students to follow the guidelines as specified in- 
The Core Rules of Netiquette 
  
Issues of Information Ethics can touch on issues that students may feel strongly about.  It is the expectation 
of this course that everyone will conduct themselves in a professional manner in all discussions.  We will be 
looking at a variety of issues from a variety of different viewpoints, some of which may be challenging. 
  

Course Goals 
and 
Assignments 
  

The course is designed to give students an understanding and appreciation the role of information 
ethics and its impact on society. 

 
Students will increase their understanding of the different types of information available to them and 

the limitations and biases inherent in each.  They will come to a greater understanding of research 
techniques by utilizing primary materials. Students will perfect their written communication skills with 
classroom presentations of the information they have gathered and analyzed, and their oral communication 
skills with a final research presentation. 

 
Assignments are detailed in each of the eight week modules on eLearn, and outlined below. 

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html


Evaluation Students will be evaluated as follows: 
1. Introductory Video 50 points 
2. Reading Discussion Boards Posts 140 points (20 Points per week) 
3. Discussion Board Responses 140 points (20 Points per week) 
3. Research Discussion Board 120 points (20 Points per week) 
4. Research Board Responses 120 points (20 Points per week) 
5. Reflection papers 100 Points (25 points each) 
6. Weekly Quizzes 140 points (20 Points per week) 
7. Issue Deconstruction 110 points 
8. Comments to others projects 100 points 
9. Presentation VoiceThread 100 points 
10. Final Exam 100 points 

Grades- Point 
Scale 

A 
Excellent, work that is of the highest standard, showing distinction 

4.00 

A- 3.70 
 

B+ 
Good, work that is of high quality 

3.30 

B 3.00 
 

B- 
Satisfactory, work that fulfills requirements in quality and quantity and meets 
acceptable standard for graduation 

2.70 

C+ 2.30 

C 2.00 
 

C- 

Passing, work that falls below graduation standard, yet is deserving of credit 

1.70 

D+ 1.30 

D 1.00 
 

F Failure, work undeserving of credit 0.00 
 

IF Incomplete/Failure 0.00 
 



Late 
Assignment 
Policy 
  

Assignments must be submitted by the designated due dates/times as outlined within the weekly modules. 
The acceptance of late assignments is at the instructor discretion and may be subject to grade penalty. 
  
As this is a summer course, it is understood that there may be issues that arise.  Communicating with the 
professor will ensure that all goes smoothly. 

Plagiarism In the context of a community of scholarship and faith, and anchored in a belief in the inherent dignity of 
each person, the students, faculty, staff and administration of Stonehill College maintain an 
uncompromising commitment to academic integrity. We promote a climate of intellectual and ethical 
integrity and vigorously uphold the fundamental values of honesty, trust, fairness, and responsibility while 
fostering an atmosphere of mutual respect within and beyond the classroom. Any violation of these basic 
values threatens the integrity of the educational process, the development of ideas, and the unrestricted 
exchange of knowledge. Therefore, we will not participate in or tolerate academic dishonesty. 
Academic Integrity Policy 
  
As Intellectual Propery Rights are an essential part of information ethics, we will discuss this topic, and 
absolutely no plagiariam will be tolerated. 
  

ADA and 
Students with 
Disabilities 
  

Stonehill College embraces the diversity of students, faculty, and staff, honors the inherent dignity of each 
individual, and welcomes their unique cultural and religious experiences, beliefs, and perspectives. We all 
benefit from a diverse living and learning environment, and the sharing of differences in ideas, experiences, 
and beliefs help us shape our own perspectives. Course content and campus discussions will heighten 
your awareness to these differences. The Office of Intercultural Affairs (Duffy 149) serves as an accessible 
resource to anyone seeking support or with questions about diversity and inclusion at Stonehill. If you are a 
witness to or experience acts of bias at Stonehill or would like to learn more about how we address bias 
incidents, please email diversity@stonehill.edu.  
  

• Part 2 Weekly Modules 

Week 1- 

Learning Objectives 
Engage with professor and fellow students. 
Establish that all of the required tools are working as needed. 
Understand the contributions Information Ethics society and science. 
Understand the basics of theInformation Ethics 

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/academic-services/academic-integrity/


Explore the idea of Information Literacy as a human right 
Investigate the misuses of information and their impact on society. 
  
Assignments 
  
View Video Lecture 
  
Complete Saunders and Sturges and Gastinger readings 
  
Complete Discussion on Saunders and Sturges and Gastinger by Wednesday. 
  
Complete  Introduction to Principled Ethics Reading 
  
Complete two page reflection on Introduction to Principled Ethics 
Readings. 
  
Submit in dropbox 
  
View Video Lecture 
Select a topic for Issue Deconstruction and brainstorm ideas ahead of next week. 
Practice voice thread 

Week 2- 

Learning Objectives 

  

Understand the role of information misinformation, disinformation, power, propaganda and evidence 

in the creation of public policy. 

 

Understand a complex public policy issue through the lens of information ethics 

 

Collaborate with classmates to devise a research strategy. 

 

Use search techniques to seek information to meet need. 

 



Identify ethical dilemma to research. 

 

Modify search strategy as required to obtain desired results. 

 

Articulate a sound method for analyzing evidence. 

  

Assignments 

  

View Video Lecture 

  

Select readings from Guns folder. 

  

Write 2 page reflection on the issue of Gun Control as a problem  in Information Ethics 

  

Engage with Discusion on Message Boards about Gun Control as an Information Ethics Problem 

  

Brainstorm topic with partner. 

  

Develop research question. 

  

Submit initial Proposal to Professor Perry by 8PM Monday. 

  

Refine Research Question in accordance with comments from Professor Perry. 

  

Collect, evaluate and summarize five articles on research topic. 

  

Participate in Collaborate By Friday at 8PM 

  

Final Research Proposal Due Sunday by 8PM in Drop Box 

Week 3— 

Learning Objectives 

  

Use search techniques to locate needed information 



  

Assignments 

  

View Video Lecture 

 

Complete assigned readings Linked in the modules 

 

View assigned video 

 

Participate in the reading discussion board. 

 

Research your presentation topic in the database listed in the Module. 

 

Participate in the research Discussion Board 

Week 4- 

Learning Objectives 

  

Understand the complex information landscape in the 21st Century 

 

Employ excellent search strategies to use databases to find needed information 

 

Challenge your preconceptions 

  

Assignments 

  

View Video Lecture 

 

Complete assigned readings Linked in the modules 

 

Read 

 

Participate in the reading discussion board. 

 



Research your presentation topic in the database listed in the Module. 

 

Participate in the research Discussion Board 

 

Week 5- 

Learning Objectives 

  

  

Assignments 

  

View Video Lecture 

Complete assigned readings Linked in the modules 

 

View assigned video,  

 

Participate in the reading discussion board. 

 

Research your presentation topic in Google Books listed in the Module. 

 

Participate in the research Discussion Board 

Week 6- 

Learning Objectives 

  

Explore new ways to approach problems 

 

Collaborate with Classmates to improve presentation 

  

Assignments 

  

View Video Lectures 

 

Complete assigned readings Linked in the modules 

 



View assigned video,  

 

View TED Talk 

 

Participate in the reading discussion board. 

 

Research your presentation topic in the database listed in the Module. 

 

Participate in the research Discussion Board 

 

Meet with Professor during Online Office Hours Appointment. 

Week 7- 

Learning Objectives 

  

Collaborate with Classmates 

Develop presentation skill 

Refine presentation 

  

Assignments 

  

View Video Lecture 

 

Complete assigned readings Linked in the modules 

 

View assigned video, Her, available in ARES 

 

Participate in the reading discussion board. 

 

Research your presentation topic in the database listed in the Module. 

 

Participate in the research Discussion Board 

Week 8- 

Learning Objectives 



  

Present their research in a multimedia VoiceThread presentation incorporating their primary  

documents and other interesting artifacts. 

 

Discuss the creation of their presentation 

 

Critique the work of colleagues with meaningful suggestions and helpful comments 

 

Analyze The comments they receive from fellow students. 

 

Respond to the critiques of others. 

 

  

Assignments 

  

Complete assigned Reading,  

Respond to Reading Discussion Board 

Present your Presentation via VoiceThread 

Respond to your classmates presentations 

Respond to your classmates suggestions. 

Take Final Exam 

Respond to final discussion board 

  

 


