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Part 1 - Overview  

Instructor Contact 
Information 

Elizabeth (Liz) Chase 
603.738.7754 (cell) 
echase2@stonehill.edu 
 
I am available by email, generally from about 9am until 10pm, during the 
weeks this course runs. If I will be away from email at any point, I will 
notify the class using the Announcements Tool. In addition, I offer 
synchronous office hours using BlackBoard Collaborate; as a class, we’ll 
determine the days/times that work best for office hours during the first 
few days of the course. 
 
You are also able to schedule a one-on-one online meeting with me 
outside of my regular office hours by emailing me to set up a meeting 
time. 

Technical Support 

 

To access the online course material for this seminar you need an internet 
connection and a compatible browser. See a list of the supported 
browsers. 
 
Support for eLearn/Bb is provided through the IT Service Desk located in 
Duffy 025 and at ext. 4357.    

Research Support 
Reference support and research assistance is available through the Library. 
Contact reference@stonehill.edu or call 508-565-1203 for assistance. 

mailto:echase2@stonehill.edu
https://en-us.help.blackboard.com/Learn/9.1_Older_Versions/9.1_2014_and_2015/Instructor/015_Browser_Support/012_Browser_Support_for_Q4_2015
https://en-us.help.blackboard.com/Learn/9.1_Older_Versions/9.1_2014_and_2015/Instructor/015_Browser_Support/012_Browser_Support_for_Q4_2015
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/it/support/
mailto:reference@stonehill.edu
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Course Overview 

 

This course focuses on the ethics of remembering Ireland’s often violent 
history. Ireland has been the site of centuries of conquest and conflict, 
leading to contested histories and debates over what it means to 
commemorate those histories, which have themselves at times become 
violent. In this course, we engage with major events in twentieth-century 
Irish history, using the commemorative and literary projects of the period 
to look at how Ireland and its artists understand the obligation to 
remember.  In addition, this course fulfills your Moral Inquiry requirement; 
the main goal of such courses is to provide you with the ability and skills to 
understand the varying and conflicting solutions that, in a global world, 
have been proposed to fundamental moral and ethical questions. In this 
course, those fundamental question are: What is our ethical obligation to 
the memory of a violent past? In other words, when violent conflict occurs, 
what are the subsequent ethical decisions and dilemmas entailed in 
remembering? Who are we morally obligated to remember, and what 
comprises an ethical form of remembrance? Whose past can and should 
be remembered, and how? Students will engage with theories of memory 
and commemoration in order to probe these questions and better 
understand what is at stake in Ireland in the creation of commemorative 
sites, programs, and literature. Spanning the period from the First World 
War to the Troubles, this course examines works that pose moral and 
ethical questions about the nature and use of memory and its relationship 
to sectarian violence in Ireland. Thus, you will be challenged to think about 
the nature of commemoration, using Ireland as an example, and then 
apply your knowledge to your own experiences of remembrance. 
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Course Learning Objectives 
At the end of this course, you will be able to: 

1. Apply theories of memory from the fields of sociology, history, and 
philosophy to historical and literary primary texts; 

2. Explain the ethical and moral issues that memory and 
commemoration raise in the wake of violence; 

3. Identify major events in twentieth-century Irish history; 
4. Describe how those events have been commemorated in the fields 

of politics, literature, and history, and explain the moral and 
ethical implications of those commemorations; 

5. Use primary texts to demonstrate how collective memories are 
created. 

 
Because this course fulfills the Moral Inquiry requirement, class readings 
and assignments are also designed to address the following:  

1. Complexity: You will You will develop the ability, through systemic 
study of Irish cultural production in conjunction with theories of 
memory and commemoration, to examine and interpret complex 
ethical questions about the nature of remembrance. 

2. Self-conscious Location: You will develop your own opinions and 
beliefs about whether we are obligated to remember violent 
histories, and what form those remembrances must take in order 
to be ethical and moral. This means critically engaging with your 
own perspectives and values, as well as engaging with and 
assimilating new information. 

3. Global engagement: While our focus will be on Ireland as an 
example of broader humanist questions, you will also be asked to 
make links between our course content and a wider global 
context, applying your ideas about the ethics of commemoration 
to other situations and remembrance projects. 

4. Critical Engagement: You will be asked to engage critically and 
respectfully with your own beliefs and those of others in the 
course. Through this course, you will learn to clearly articulate 
your own thoughts and opinions about the nature and ethics of 
remembrance. 

 

Required Texts 

 

Avishai Margalit, The Ethics of Memory                     
ISBN: 978-0674013780 
Sebastian Barry, A Long Long Way 
ISBN: 978-0143035091 
The Wind That Shakes the Barley (Film rental available via Amazon) 
 
To keep book costs low, most of the texts for this class will be available via 
our electronic reserves system or as web links in the folder for that day's 
class under "Additional Links and Readings." You may purchase the 
required texts as either print books or kindle editions. 
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Time & Energy 

 

To successfully complete this course, students will need to log in multiple 
times per week and actively participate in online discussions, complete 
and submit all assignments, and demonstrate their mastery of course 
learning objectives. 

A three-credit in-person course generally involves 3 hours of class time 
and 6 hours of outside work, for 15 weeks, or 135 “contact hours.” As an 
online three-credit course, you will be completing the same number of 
“contact hours,” but over an 8-week period. Therefore, this course will 
require a significant amount of your time each week to meet our learning 
goals.  

Completion of Weekly 
Assignments 

Each week is comprised of a module that is divided into daily tasks. Most 
days will have something due: a typical week has small assignments due 
throughout the week, with any larger items due at the end of the week. 
Our weeks run Monday-Sunday.  

You are responsible for completing that day’s tasks before the end of the 
day on the day for which material is assigned. This is outlined in further 
detail in the weekly modules. While this looks overwhelming, the course is 
structured this way to ensure that everyone is actively, continuously 
engaging with the content, and to help you manage your work so that you 
do not fall behind. 

The weekly assignments include a number of postings within discussion 
forums and on VoiceThread. Please read the Netiquette Guidelines linked 
below. In addition, read and respond to the Discussion Forum post entitled 
“Community Standards.” 

Netiquette 
We expect students to follow the guidelines as specified in- 
The Core Rules of Netiquette 

http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
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Course Goals and 
Assignments 

 

The ultimate goal of this course is empathy; in other words, each of the 
learning objectives in this course, whether they are specific to memory in 
Ireland or rooted in the Moral Inquiry general education requirement, 
stem from the belief that by studying this material, we are training 
ourselves to be empathetic participants in global conversations. For extra 
credit worth 2 points added to the lower of your two memorial mini-
analysis grades, email me your current, personal understanding of 
“empathy” by midnight on Sunday, June 4th. 
 
With this goal in mind, you will complete a variety of assignments over the 
next eight weeks: 

• Discussion boards: You will participate in one full class and one 
small group discussion board. In the full class discussion board, 
you will respond to the readings and your classmates’ postings 
twice each week. Your small group discussion board will be a place 
to receive peer feedback on each step of your final project. 

• VoiceThread Collection: During each of the first three weeks of 
class, you'll be responsible for finding or taking images of public 
memorials and posting these, with your audio description of the 
images, to your VoiceThread collection. 

• Memorial Mini-Analysis: To help you begin asking the types of 
questions that will inform your final project, you will complete two 
memorial mini-analysis assignments that entail a critical, close 
reading of an existing memorial. 

• Memorial Exhibit: During week four, you will select the 10 best 
images you collected to translate into an online exhibit, refining 
your audio comments into written "exhibit captions." 

• Initial Design Idea: You will submit a proposal for the 
event/individual that will form the focus of your final project, and 
why this is an example of contested memory. 

• Research Plan: This plan will be submitted to your small group for 
feedback. In it, you will outline the controversial event you intend 
to memorialize, and your plan for researching its significance; this 
will be due at the end of week seven. 

• Memorial Design Draft: Rough draft due at the beginning of week 
eight. During this final week of class, you'll receive peer feedback 
on your memorial design proposal. This draft should include 
information about your chosen event, a plan/sketch of your initial 
design, and 2-3 questions for your group that you would like to 
receive feedback on; you will receive feedback from your small 
group as well as from me. 

• Memorial Design project and presentation: Final memorial design, 
accompanied by a written explanation of the ethical choices you 
made in creating your design; this must include citations from 
course readings; due at the end of week eight. 



Elizabeth Chase, IND205 Summer 2017, 5/7/2018 

Memory and Violence in Modern Ireland – Summer 2018 DRAFT 

7 
 

Evaluation 
Discussion Posts (20%) 
VoiceThread Collection (10%) 
Memorial Mini-Analysis (15%) 
Memorial Exhibit (15%) 
Project Proposal (2%) 
Research Plan (3%) 
Memorial Design Draft (10%) 
Small Group feedback (5%) 
Memorial Design Project and Reflection (20%) 
 
Each assignment will have an associated Rubric available in eLearn. 

Grades- Point Scale 
A Excellent, work that is of the 

highest standard, showing 

distinction 

4.00 

 A- 3.70 

 

  B+ Good, work that is of high 

quality 

3.30 

B 3.00 

 

B- Satisfactory, work that fulfills 

requirements in quality and 

quantity and meets acceptable 

standard for graduation 

2.70 

 C+ 2.30 

C 2.00 

 

C- Passing, work that falls below 

graduation standard, yet is 

deserving of credit 

1.70 

 D+ 1.30 

D 1.00 

 

F 
Failure, work undeserving of 

credit 
0.00 

 

IF Incomplete/Failure 0.00 
 

Late Assignment Policy 

 

Assignments must be submitted by the designated due dates/times as 
outlined within the weekly modules. The acceptance of late assignments is 
at the instructor’s discretion and may be subject to grade penalty.  
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Plagiarism 
In the context of a community of scholarship and faith, and anchored in a 
belief in the inherent dignity of each person, the students, faculty, staff 
and administration of Stonehill College maintain an uncompromising 
commitment to academic integrity. We promote a climate of intellectual 
and ethical integrity and vigorously uphold the fundamental values of 
honesty, trust, fairness, and responsibility while fostering an atmosphere 
of mutual respect within and beyond the classroom. Any violation of these 
basic values threatens the integrity of the educational process, the 
development of ideas, and the unrestricted exchange of knowledge. 
Therefore, we will not participate in or tolerate academic dishonesty. 
Academic Integrity Policy 
 

ADA and Students with 
Disabilities 

 

Stonehill College embraces the diversity of students, faculty, and staff, 
honors the inherent dignity of each individual, and welcomes their unique 
cultural and religious experiences, beliefs, and perspectives. We all benefit 
from a diverse living and learning environment, and the sharing of 
differences in ideas, experiences, and beliefs help us shape our own 
perspectives. Course content and campus discussions will heighten your 
awareness to these differences. The Office of Intercultural Affairs (Duffy 
149) serves as an accessible resource to anyone seeking support or with 
questions about diversity and inclusion at Stonehill. If you are a witness to 
or experience acts of bias at Stonehill or would like to learn more about 
how we address bias incidents, please email diversity@stonehill.edu.   
 

Part 2 Weekly Modules (further details and due dates on eLearn) 

Week 1- Collective Memory vs. Personal Memory 

Learning Objectives  

• Define the difference between personal and collective memory 

• Describe our modern understanding of the role of memory in shaping community 

• Identify your own strongest collective memories  

• Begin to understand how “morality” has been defined and how that shapes the characteristics of 
“ethical memory”  

• Begin to define “ethical memory” 

• Begin to build a repository of memorial images in VoiceThread  
Readings/Viewings 

• Welcome Video 

• Syllabus Introductory Video 

• Voice Thread Instruction Video 

• Chimamanda Adiche, Ted Talk, "The Danger of a Single Story"  

• Introductory Lecture Video, “Memory and Violence in Modern Ireland” 

• Jonathan Haidt, Excerpts from The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are Divided by Politics and 
Religion (eReserves) 

• Maurice Halbwachs, Excerpts from On Collective Memory (eReserves) 

http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/academic-services/academic-integrity/
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• Case Study: The National Memorial for Peace and Justice (Montgomery, AL) 

• John R. Gillis, “Memory and Identity: A History of a Relationship” (eReserves)  

• McBride, Ian, “Introduction: Memory and national identity in modern Ireland” (eReserves) 

• Case Study:  
Assignments  

• VoiceThread Introduction 

• Community Standards forum 

• VoiceThread Righteous Mind response post 

• VoiceThread Memory image posts (2)  

• Discussion Forums (2)  

• Responses to classmates’ discussion posts (2)  

Week 2- The Famine 

Learning Objectives  

• Recognize the formative events in Irish history leading up to the Famine 

• Define the impact of the Famine on contemporary Irish memory 

• Conduct a close analysis of a famine memorial 

• Describe the purpose of famine memorials as sites of collective memory 

• Continue to build your memorial repository 
Readings/Viewings 

• The Ethics of Memory, Chapter 2 (physical text) 

• When Ireland Starved (4 part RTE documentary) (eLearn) 

• Browse famine memorial images 

• Case Study: Dublin House Quay Famine Memorial 

• Paul Connerton, Excerpt from How Societies Remember (eReserves) 

• Margaret Kelleher, “Commemorating the Great Irish Famine (eReserves) 
Assignments 

• VoiceThread Memory image posts (2)  

• Discussion Forums (2)  

• Responses to classmates’ discussion posts (2) 

• Memorial Mini-Analysis 

Week 3—Easter 1916 & WWI Part I 
Learning Objectives  

• Describe the difference between immediate reactions to the Easter Rising and contemporary 
memorials 

• Define the characteristics of an ethical memorial 

• Conduct a close analysis of an event from either WWI or the centennial commemorations of the 
Rising 

• Complete your collection of memory/memorial images 
Readings/Viewings 

• The Ethics of Memory, Chapters 3-4 (physical text) 

• Browse images of Easter 1916 Memorials (eLearn) 

• Case Study: Arbor Hill Cemetary 

• Watch Lecture Video (2) 
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• Watch The Easter Rising in 8 minutes 

• W.B. Yeats, “Easter 1916” (eLearn) 

• Lisa Godson, excerpt from Making 1916 (eReserves) 

• “Remembering and Forgetting” (eReserves) 

• Thomas Laqueur, “Memory and Naming in the Great War (eReserves) 

• David Officer, “For God and Ulster (eReserves) 

• Browse WWI memorials 

• Begin reading Sebastian Barry, A Long Long Way 
Assignments  

• VoiceThread Memory image posts (3)  

• Discussion Forums (2)  

• Responses to classmates’ discussion posts (2) 

• Memorial Mini-Analysis 

Week 4—WWI Part II  
Learning Objectives  

• Identify the different modes of Irish participation in WWI 

• Describe the differences between how Irish soldiers from the Republic and soldiers from Ulster have 
been remembered 

• Define the way memorial practices changed in the wake of WWI 

• Create your online memorial exhibit from a selection of images in your memory repository 
Readings/Viewings 

• Sebastian Barry, A Long Long Way 

• Images of World War One Memorials (eLearn) 

• Case Study: Menin Gate 

• Case Study: Island of Ireland Peace Park 

• The Ethics of Memory, Chapters 5-6 (physical text) 

• Watch “The Irish Protest Conscription” 

• Watch Lecture video (2) 
Assignments  

• Discussion Forums (2)  

• Responses to classmates’ discussion posts (2) 

• Memory Exhibit 

• Mid-course evaluation 

Week 5—The Irish Civil War & The Troubles Part I 
Learning Objectives  

• Identify the contemporary “conflicted memory site” you will focus on for your memorial design 
project 

• Define the major factions and events of the Irish Civil War 

• Describe the impact of partition on the trajectory of twentieth-century Irish history 

• Analyze representations of the Civil War and the Troubles from popular culture 

• Define the role of popular culture in creating or defining ethical memory 

• Describe the role of “the face” in determining our ethical obligation to remember 
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Readings/Viewings 

• The Wind that Shakes the Barley (Available to rent streaming on Amazon) 

• Browse responses to the film 

• The Cranberries, “Zombie” (eLearn) 

• Images of Civil War memorials (eLearn) 

• Watch “The Troubles in Northern Ireland” 

• Watch Lecture video 

• Herron and Lynch, “The Faces of the Dead” (ereserves) 

• Read, Introduction, “The Human Face of Conflict” (eLearn) 

• Browse “The Human Face of Conflict” project 

• Case Study: Murals as memorials 
Assignments 

• Discussion Forums (2)  

• Responses to classmates’ discussion posts (2) 

• Film and History Post 

• Initial idea, Memorial Design Project 

Week 6—The Troubles Part II 
Learning Objectives  

• Analyze the CAIN project as a contemporary digital memorial site 

• Analyze draft poems responding to the violence of the Troubles 

• Case Study: CAIN gif as memorial 

• Describe the role of literature as commemorative practice in Ireland 

• Define the major parties and events of the Troubles 

• Complete the research skills module  

• Begin background research for your Memorial Design Plan 
Readings/Viewings 

• Watch Northern Ireland Murals video 

• Browse the CAIN memorial mapping project (eLearn) 

• Browse images of NI Murals (eLearn) 

• Poems and poem drafts by Michael Longley (eLearn) 

• Watch Lecture video (2) 

• CAIN: “Introduction to Commemoration, and to Commemoration in Northern Ireland” & “From 
Mourning to Melancholia?" (eLearn) 

Assignments 

• Discussion Forums (2)  

• Responses to classmates’ discussion posts (2) 

• Complete research skills module 

Week 7- Making Connections 
Learning Objectives 

• Describe the changing role of commemoration in Irish social and political life 

• Apply your understanding of ethical memory to a recent case study 

• Connect the role of memory in Ireland with contemporary events and practices in other locales 

• Describe how your thinking about memory has changed 
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• Conduct effective research to support your memorial design plan 

• Synthesize your research into a research plan and description 
Readings/Viewings 

• You will be assigned to a case study and associated documents on a recent event. Examples may 
include: Ferguson and the BLM movement, the Confederate Flag in SC, the AIDS Quilt, the Vietnam 
Wall, the 9/11 Memorial, the AME Baptist Church shooting. 

• Watch Lecture video 
Assignments 

• Case Study Research 

• Case Study analysis post 

• Case Study response 

• Memorial design project research plan 

Week 8 – Memorial Design Project Presentations 
Learning Objectives 

• Provide substantive, constructive feedback on Memorial Design drafts within your small group 

• Synthesize the theoretical readings and use them to finalize your memorial design 

• Articulate how your memorial meets the requirements to be considered “ethical” 

• Articulate how memorials and commemorative events reflect social groups’ current concerns 

• Articulate how memorials and commemorative events can generate empathy and/or have social 
impact 

Readings/Viewings 

• Watch Natasha Trethewey’s 2017 Emory Commencement speech 
Assignments 

• Post your Memorial Design Draft 

• Respond to your classmates’ Memorial Design Drafts 

• Submit your final Memorial Design and Reflective Essay 

 


