
Ware: (12) The HOPE Ware trip travels to the Agape community. While there, participants 

immerse themselves into a life centered around sustainability and nonviolence. They will learn 

about different ways to live in a environmentally sustainable manner and the value of a reflective 

retreat-life lifestyle that abstains from violence. The community operates solely off donations and 

requires upkeep for those visiting. Therefore, participants on this trip will take part in a variety of 

services that keep the com-munity going. Together they will reflect on their services, lifestyles, 

and the value of community.

West Virginia: (12) The West Virginia HOPE trip is focused on the issues of sustainability, 

environmental justice, poverty, and elderly care. In West Virginia, hydraulic fracturing or 

fracking, mountain top removal, and lack of access to food are some of the key issues that 

surround the area. Participants of the West Virginia trip will work with the Appalachian Institute 

at Wheeling Jesuit University to learn about these issues and the true value of community. 

Additionally, they will give their services to a variety of programs such as a community run 

garden, food pantries, soup kitchens; elderly care facilities and many others.

H.O.P.E. Service Immersion Program 2016

The following includes the trips Stonehill students are taking as participants in the 

2015-2016 H.O.P.E. Service Immersion Program. 
*The number next to the location indicates the number of students participating.



Tennessee: (10) HOPE Tennessee participants will have the opportunity of serving communities 

surrounding the Sunset Gap Community Center. They will be assisting them in home 

reconstruction for underprivileged families that would not be able to finance or execute repairs 

otherwise. Many people living in the part of Tennessee that this trip serves have been stricken by 

poverty. Participants will learn about the locals’ situations and their appreciated land. Other 

services and programs that the Sunset Gap Community Center offers include, but certainly are not 

limited to, food pantries, thrift shops, and bible camps.

Kentucky: (10) The HOPE Kentucky group will work with the Christian Appalachian Project to 

repair and construct homes in Eastern Kentucky. The main challenges this area faces are poverty 

and a lack of opportunity for growth and upward mobility. This HOPE group will be taking part in 

Work Fest, which happens annually and involves college students from around the country 

coming together to serve. Everyone will split into groups and will work with one family for the 

entire week. This opportunity allows the participants to learn about their families’ stories and 

create strong relationships with them.
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Selma: (13) In our first experience to Selma, Alabama this winter- students will engage in 

important conversations surrounding race and identity in an area still plagued with institutional 

racism though many think this era is over. With speakers from the Civil Rights Movement, and 

those that walked with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Our students will learn about political 

organizing, Nonviolence, and peaceful protests in the name of love and humanity. We work with 

the Freedom Foundation, and will take excursions to Birmingham and Montgomery to see the 

impacts of the Civil Rights Movement, and leaders from that time. 

Apopka: (10) In another inaugural experience, students will work with the HOPE CommUnity, in 

Apopka, central Florida, on issues of immigration and migrant worker rights. Learning from the 

teachings of Cesar Chavez and other labor rights activists, students will live with host families and 

go to work in the fields along side them, learning about working conditions and where so much of 

our produce comes from. They will hear about the inherent biases in the political decisions made 

in Apopka, as well as difficulties within the immigration and citizenship process. 
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Syracuse: (6) In Syracuse, NY HOPE participants will be working with the L’Arche Community and 

therefore will encounter social justice issues pertaining to intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

L’Arche Syracuse is made up of four houses, each with four “core members” or people with 

disabilities. HOPE Syracuse spends time with the core members and assists the care takers in cooking 

and cleaning the four homes. Other services may be asked of the participants depending on the needs 

of the core members and care takers. Through these services, they will immerse them-selves into the 

L’Arche community and learn about the social exclusion barriers faced by people with assorted 

disabilities/abilities.

Portland: (10) This trip focuses on the social justice issues of hunger and homelessness. Volunteers 

will mainly serve with the hospitality ministry at St. Andre Bessette Church in downtown Portland. 

Some of the community programs run by St. Andre include an art program, a foot care program, a 

food pantry, and fellowship groups. Participants will also engage in service with the following 

organizations: Operation Nightwatch, Central City Concern, and L'Arche Portland. During the week 

long service immersion trip, students will learn about poverty in the Portland area and build 

community with those who are hungry, homeless, mentally ill, recovering form drug addiction and 

abuse, and living with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
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NOLA: (11) This HOPE trip will work with the St. Bernard Project in New Orleans. The effects of 

Hurricane Katrina are still being felt today, 10 years after it occurred, by thousands of people. Those 

participating on this trip will experience social justice issues surrounding homelessness and poverty. 

They will take part in construction work in an effort to serve those suffering from said issues. While on 

this trip, participants will also have the opportunity to meet the families they serve and hear their stories.

Rockaway: (10) HOPE Rockaway participants will do hurricane relief work for those who suffered 

from Hurricane Sandy. They team up with the Friends of Rockaway to complete their week of work. 

Hurricane Sandy not only destroyed homes and buildings, but also brought financial difficulty to many 

people. Trip participants will learn about the effects of Hurricane sandy. The hands on services include 

both indoor and outdoor construction work, such as landscaping, priming, painting and molding.
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Camden: (7) In Camden, New Jersey, the poorest city in the nation, trip participants will tackle the 

social justice issue of urban poverty. Through both service of labor and service of presence, 

participants will be able to both give back to a community in need as well as get to know the resi-

dents of Camden on a personal level. Participants will stay at the Romero Center, a retreat center 

focused on catholic social teaching. Other students and volunteers will also be at the Romero Center, 

allowing participants to share and reflect on what they experience at their service sites on a daily 

basis.

New Mexico: (15) This HOPE group will travel to Santa Fe, NM and focus on Native American and 

immigration injustices. While there, participants will work in partnership with Via International in a 

variety of ways, such as food drives and pantries and construction work. This trip involves a lot of 

learning about ancient Native traditions through both immersion and service. Additionally, 

participants will be able to hear about day laborer’s individual immigration stories and struggles 

while working with them. Sustainability and the connection of people to nature are topics of inter-est

that will be encountered every day on the New Mexico trip.

H.O.P.E. Service Immersion Program 2016



California: (11) In Coachella Valley, California, Stonehill's HOPE group will be working with the 

Coachella Valley Housing Coalition to build affordable housing. The CVHC is a non-profit housing 

development corporation dedicated to helping low and very low-income families improve their living 

conditions through advocacy, research, construction, and operation of housing and community 

development projects. Participants will take part in indoor and outdoor construction. They will be able 

to learn about the area’s needs and challenges, as well experience the strong bond of community there. 

On the HOPE California trip, students will also be ex-posed to immigration issues and policy in 

America, and the injustices migrant farm workers face with pay and working conditions.

Arizona: (7) HOPE Arizona participants will travel to the city of Phoenix where they will have the 

opportunity to experience the mission of the Andre House of Hospitality. This organization, which 

provides a wide variety of services to the population of Phoenix experiencing homelessness, was 

established through the Congregation of Holy Cross and grew out of the Catholic Worker Movement. 

During their time at the Andre House, we will be assisting the staff as they serve meals and provide 

services including access to laundry, showers and other necessities that their guests might otherwise 

have to do without.
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Nicaragua: (10) This group will travel to Chacraseca, Nicaragua. There they will focus their service on 

community development by working on various projects with the partner organization, Friends New 

England. Participants will experience forms of social injustices in Chacraseca, primarily stemming from 

economic challenges that the country as a whole faces, since a stable income for many families is hard 

to come by. Throughout the week they will work in areas such as education within the schools to 

provide English lessons and resources of learning, as well as construction projects to assist in the 

development of houses and other buildings throughout the community.

Dominican Republic: (10) The HOPE Dominican Republic trip will serve the community of La 

Romana, DR . Specifically, they will be working at a school created to help underserved children in the 

area called Hogar del Niño. Through-out the week, they will be teaching the Spanish speaking students 

English, in addition to serving the different areas in the school by playing with the kids. During this trip, 

participants will be able to understand how important education, shelter and food are in the Dominican 

Republic.
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Peru: (11) While in Peru, participants will encounter a variety of social justice issues including 

poverty, education, and access to natural resources. HOPE Peru works with a local school called 

Fe y Alegria and a center for children with physical and intellectual disabilities founded by the 

Holy Cross Congregation called Yancana Huasy, where participants will offer their time and 

presence. The experience as a whole is largely focused on gaining an understanding of the 

immense poverty Peru. Close relationships developed with locals also provides participants with 

the opportunity to see past the poverty and be exposed to the generosity, compassion, and love that 

is inherent within the community of Canto Grande.

El Salvador: (8) Students will work with Crispaz in San Salvador, El Salvador and learn valuable 

lessons about faith and justice through our immersion experiences with the beautiful people there. 

The experience in El Salvador is tied deeply to liberation theology and the concept of freeing the 

people of Central and south America from their colonial or exploited roots. Students will learn 

about Archbishop Oscar Romero and other catholic priests that represented the poor in El 

Salvador and their ultimate rebellion. The group with either focus on “The Church of the Poor,” 

“Global Economics”, or “Youth.” 
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