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Making a Magazine for a Learning Community

In both semesters of the 2016-2017 academic year, Boyd Nielson and I taught a
Learning Community titled "Making a Magazine about Big Questions." The 9-credit LC
involved the students conceptualizing a magazine, aimed at millennials, and exploring
Big Questions that mattered to their generation. Most of the questions were addressed
in the courses in the LC: Science and Belief, and Big Questions and the Media—
questions about God, privacy, social media, Black Lives Matter, gender discrimination,
animal rights, and so on. 

The LC was very successful, with strong reviews and the students were especially
excited when the printed magazines arrived on the last day of class and we broke them
out at a class party. The 2016-17 academic year saw the first two offerings of this LC
and it will be offered in both semesters next year, and for the foreseeable future. 

To cover the costs of printing the magazine for this academic year I secured a $1000
grant from the Counterbalance Foundation, run by a friend of mine with an interest in
Science & Religion. This grant was for one year only as a pilot so I am requesting this
grant from the CTL to replace these funds. The printing costs--which provide two
copies of the magazine for each student and 25 or so for other purposes--were almost
exactly $500 per semester.

The primary benefit is to the students in the LC. There was great enthusiasm for the
LC and we got students in the spring course that heard about it from students in the
Fall. Reports also circled back from advisors that the the LC was very successful. This
support will allow us to continue with a professional printing of the magazine (which is
too thick to be printed on campus.) As an exciting expression of the learning
opportunities for Stonehill students, we believe the magazine has value for recruiting
prospective students. 

I tried to attach the syllabus to this proposal, but we had it formatted like a magazine
with lots of graphics and the file size was too large. A graphics design major did the
work for us.



How will you share your
project findings or outcomes
with the Stonehill
community?

Please detail your budget.

We print extra magazines and distribute them to key offices. The spring magazine is
significantly better than the fall, and we hope that some offices might find it sufficiently
valuable that they would be interested in purchasing some for their own use. The cost
is roughly $7.00 apiece but goes down as we print more copies. We are also in
conversation about possibly making this Big Questions Magazine a regular publication
of the Stonehill Community. And Counterbalance has indicated they might provide
additional support if we were ever to move the publication online. At present we are
uncertain about the viability of that.

The budget is entirely for printing costs. We researched printers and are using Mallard
printing in Fall River, which does a very professional job at an excellent price.


