
#182Instructional Development Grant Application Form
Name Colleen  Ellis

Email

Department Visual + Performing Arts

Which grant are you applying for? Pedagogy Travel Grant

Amount requested $750

If your project involves human subjects,
have you discussed your project with the
Director of Academic Development?

Not applicable

Project Proposal (500-750 words) -- Please include a 1) title, 2) a project description, 3) a discussion of the
benefit to the Stonehill community, and 4) your "community outreach plan"). See full requirements at:
http://www.stonehill.edu/offices-services/ctl/grants/grant-application-guidelines/.

1) Title: Letter | Word | Image: Introducing the Theory of Gestalt and
the Figure Ground Relationship, using Language as a Backdrop

2) Project Description: This proposal is seeking a Pedagogy Travel Grant to attend TypeCon2013, a visual
communication with focus on typography conference held in Portland, Oregon, August 21-25th. My below presentation
has been accepted by the Education Forum programming committee for inclusion in their 2013 program. Due to the
large response to their call for speakers this year, they turned down more than half the submissions. My presentation
has been selected for a 20-minute time slot, with additional shared Q&A time allotted. 

Accepted Presentation: In this two-week graphic design assignment, students are introduced to the theory of gestalt
with a focus on the figure/ground relationship. The discussion of gestalt lays the theoretical foundation for how people
tend to organize visual elements into groups, or unified wholes, when certain principles are applied. 

Beginning with three letters from their name (or any three letters that resonate), students scale a single white letter
within a black square to the point where one is unable to distinguish the figure (the letter) from the ground (the black
square). The composition is duplicated and then ungrouped (or broken apart). The black shapes are rotated and
resized; they are not duplicated, mirrored or otherwise altered, thus maintaining their visual connection to the original
letterform. The shapes are then composed as a visual translation of a given word’s meaning, creating visual and
conceptual connections between the letter, the word and the surrounding space. Great designers focus just as much on
the figure as they do on the ground.

Students are encouraged to use the language, and subsequent script, of their choice. Having taught introductory, and
advanced, graphic design courses for the past six years in the United States and one year in Saudi Arabia, my
appreciation for the inherent knowledge all students bring to the classroom has grown. As the world becomes more
digitally connected, and in many ways, more globalized, so does the need to acknowledge what makes us unique. The
introduction of the theory of gestalt and the figure ground relationship is a step toward merging of both the global and
the local, as well as the traditional and the modern. 

3) Benefit: The benefit will be both for professional development, as this will be my first conference presentation, as
well as for pedagogical growth. Attending the conference will provide insights from design educators around the
country, which will inform, support, and develop my own teaching with the graphic design/typography area. The project
that I will be sharing comes from a course, Graphic Design Foundations, that I have been teaching since 2007. It is a



course that I teach 2-4x per year. To have the opportunity to share this project, as well as to receive feedback on it
would be beneficial to myself, other design educators, Stonehill students, and students of design nationally. Upon my
return, I will share what I have gathered and learned with my department graphic design colleagues.

Budget (detail how you will use the funds
requested)

Travel Pedagogy Grant, $750 for travel to present paper/project to
TypeCon2013, August 21-25, Portland, Oregon
RT air Boston/Portland, Oregon: $350
Accommodations: $300
Food/local transport: $100

Bibliography (required for SOTL Research
Grant)

This assignment was selected as Semifinalist for the 2012 Adobe Design
Achievement Awards
in the category: Innovation in Traditional Media in Education. 

It is also based on my book, ABCing: Seeing the Alphabet Differently
(Mark Batty 2010).

Syllabus (optional) -- can also be emailed
as an attachment to Patricia Neagle
(pneagle@stonehill.edu)

In my earlier application, I emailed my original conference presentation
proposal to Patricia Neagle.
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