
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Edward A. Cooley`94 

 

You are a successful basketball coach, as evidenced by your winning 

record at Fairfield University. In addition, since you returned to your 

beloved Providence, you have been reviving the fortunes of the Division I 

Friars. To focus, however, only on your leadership and strategic skills 

would be a disservice to how you live your life with character, drive, 

integrity and perseverance. 

 

When faced with adversity, you persevere, finding ways to surmount the 

barriers before you, whether they be of poverty or the absence of 

opportunity. At Stonehill in the early 1990s, as one of the few students of 

color, you were, in your own words, “a raisin in a milk bowl.” Despite that 

challenge, you earned a degree in history, showed leadership as captain of 

the men’s basketball team for three years and made many life-long friends.  

 

You understand the game of life, which is what you seek to teach your 

players. As a coach, you inspire them and create winning teams. In guiding 

your players, you always tell them to be teammates, to collaborate and to 

help each other. 
 

 



Off the court, you live by the same principle. You give back to your 

community and care about others. That is why so many of your classmates, 

former teammates, colleagues and friends speak so fulsomely about your 

loyalty and compassion. 

 

Despite the many demands of your profession, you stay in touch. You 

return phone calls and you are quick to ask – how can I help? You have 

mastered the art of connecting with people, not in a superficial way, but in 

a very real and human sense. 

 

The Outstanding Alumnus Award is presented to a graduate who has 

contributed significantly to his professional field and who has, in turn, 

brought honor to the College. By the way in which you successfully mentor 

and coach young male athletes, you bring great honor to your alma mater. 

 

Therefore, in recognition of your professional accomplishments as a 

basketball coach and mentor, and the positive example that your leadership 

sets in terms of character and gratitude, Stonehill is proud to bestow upon 

you, the Outstanding Alumnus Award for 2012. 

 

Given this second day of August 

in the year two thousand and thirteen. 
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(Rev.) John F. Denning, C.S.C. 

President, Stonehill College 
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Catherine M. Campbell ’96 

President, Alumni Council 


