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Language Learning and Language Teaching: The American Classroom. Presentation at the HEC Paris.

On April 17, 2014 I will present a paper on “Science and Queering European Films” at a conference organized by Jezabel
Gutiérrez Pequeño at the School of Sciences at Université Paris Sud-Orsay. Dr. Jordi Macarro Fernández, a Visiting
Professor in the Department of Languages and Culture at the HEC Paris (Hautes Ecoles de Commerce), invited me to
come and give a talk at his school. 

I initially met Dr. Jordi Macarro Fernández several years ago at a panel on teaching foreign languages at the Kentucky
Foreign Language Conference. In March 2013, he came to my talk on “Promoting the Use of Video Panopto, Movie
Maker, and iMovie” in the classroom at North East Modern Language Association. My presentation, the exchange we had
that day as well as the fact that I would be in Paris motivated him to organize a school wide event at his School in which
I would present for his colleagues as well as MBA and Ph.D. students. 

I was asked to talk about Teaching and Learning Foreign Languages in the United States. Thus, I will present a stand-
alone talk on the importance and place of Foreign Languages learning in the American secondary and higher education
systems. I will talk about challenges encountered by both students and faculty when it comes to Foreign Language
learning and teaching not only within the classroom and the institution but also at the national level. One of the aspects
I will discuss is the paradoxical reality of Foreign Language education. On the one hand, the teaching of foreign
languages, literature, and culture has been progressively gaining recognition as an essential part of the Humanities
while the demand on the job market for people speaking at least one foreign language has exponentially increased over
the last two decades. Yet, it remains one of the most fragile fields: at the national level, it still remains one of the most
understaffed areas of education and often the first one to feel the heat of economic crises and budget cuts. The
elimination of the entire Department of Foreign Languages at the State University of New York at Albany in 2010 is
representative of the precarious conditions of the teaching of Foreign Languages. 

Another part of my talk will also deal with how new theories on foreign language acquisition and new technology are
both shaping new teaching and learning practices. In that section of the talk, I will in part refer to the innovative
concepts and practices such as Flipping the classroom, computer-based learning, as well as Maryellen Weimer’s theory
on Learner-Centered teaching as applied specifically to Foreign Language pedagogy. One of the questions I will try to
answer is: “does it really improved language acquisition? And if so, to what extent?”



This trip will also allows me to visit and meet with other university professors and students not only at the HEC but at
other Parisian universities such as Paris Sud, Paris Sorbonne, to discuss and better understand the reasons why and how
foreign learning and teaching have changed, and how this impact or will impact foreign language pedagogy in an ever-
changing global context. 

Benefits:
There are several ways that the Stonehill community could benefit from this invitation: in my classroom but also for the
college in general.

The invitation to present at HEC Paris is not only an opportunity to present but also an opportunity for me to compare
and contrast – and therefore learn from- two different traditions and perspectives on Foreign Language learning and
teaching. The scholarship and practices on Foreign Language teaching and learning on which we based our teaching is
essentially based on theories and practices in place in American classrooms, presented at conferences in the United
States, published in American peer-reviewed journals. Yet, one could learn from outside practices. I will hear directly
from Foreign Language learners and faculty about their own experience and see whether I could implement some
aspects of European methodology and practices into my classrooms to help students enhance their learning experience.

I will also be able to bring into my classrooms more current material not only on the French education system but also
about French culture in general. The French education system has gone through drastic transformation since the time I
was a student and a teacher in France and it has been three years since the last time I went to France. Culture is an
important part of the five Cs (Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, Communities) that constitutes the
national standards of foreign language learning as defined by ACTFL. Culture reinforces students’ critical skills as it
allows them to better understand other cultural identities as well as their own through comparisons and connections. 

HEC is one of the most prestigious business school in the world: it ranked as the best business school in Europe 7 times
in the 8-year period between 2006 and 2013. I will be representing Stonehill College and this could help, to some
extent, further Stonehill visibility. With the contacts I will be making at this institution, I might be of help developing
opportunities for our students to go study there either within the Study Abroad Program or after their graduation as
Graduate students or to spend a semester there as part of Stonehill Internship Program. 

Community Outreach Plan. 
I will talk about my experience and see what pedagogical opportunity can arise from it at the Department meeting. 

I also plan on turning this experience into a paper to be presented at the next ACTFL conference or at the KFLC
(Kentucky Foreign Language Conference). 

I will be happy to look with the Center of Teaching and Learning into other possible venues to reach out the community.

Budget (detail how you will use the funds
requested)

It is important to take into account that this is an international travel,
for which I tried to minimize cost as much as possible. Here is a list of
costs, which remains to be covered. 
- Lodging 3 nights at $150= $450
- Meals 16 meals at $25= $ 400 
- Shuttle/transportation from Airport to hotel and back 

Bibliography (required for SOTL Research
Grant)

Syllabus (optional) -- can also be emailed
as an attachment to Patricia Neagle
(pneagle@stonehill.edu)


