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Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Tuesday, November 28, 2017 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 
 

MINUTES 

 

Attendees:  Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Kristi Burkholder, Deb Carpenter, Nicole Casper, Doreen 
DelMonaco, Linda DesRoches, Kathy Falcone, Paulo Fontes, Caroline Grady ‘18, Kyle Lockhart, Bob 
MacEachern, Bridget Meigs, Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Greg Wolfe 

Excused:  Andy Anderson, Kim Cordeiro, Kathleen Fitzgerald, Jessa Gagne, Peter Mercedes ‘20, Susan 
Mooney, Tom McGrath, Alecsandra Steele ’19, Emily Van Auken ‘18, Lauren Wallace ‘19 

 

The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. and was chaired by Professor Cheryl Schnitzer. 

1. Minutes for the October 31st meeting were approved. 

2. Update on Proposed Ban of Single-Use To-Go Containers – Tim Cronin, SGA President, reached out 
to Greg to discuss the proposed ban.  Greg met with the Senate leaders where he reviewed the 
single-use container usage numbers, which continue to increase: 

2014: 100,000 

2015: 138,000 

2016: 163,000 

In turn, the Senate voted to introduce proposals that will significantly reduce the number of 
disposable take out containers.  Greg stated that further planning needs to be done, including 
researching what other schools are doing (many have failed), work on advertising, reaching out to 
other groups, etc.  Marketing appropriately is the key to its success.  We want to become a model 
for other schools on how to make this work. 

It was suggested that additional drop-off locations be added such as Shields, the Sports Complex 
and possibly the Archives office in Martin Institute.  Residence Life will consider additional 
locations, which will all have to be staffed in order to distribute the eco-clips. 

Suggestions: 

A Summit article before the end of the semester 

Social media posts 

Only provide plates (no containers) in the dining halls 

Smaller to-go containers 

Sell to-go containers at the register 

Re-distribute Food Truth’s YouTube video “Green to Go System at Stonehill”; post it on 
Facebook 



Run the video on a loop on the campus information monitors 

For those who turn in their green containers, have weekly and year-end drawings to win gift 
cards.  Could the Green Fund pay for this? 

Discuss at departmental staff meetings 

Benefits Fair in April 

Get other student leaders involved (Athletes, SGA) 

Use Ace for a photo campaign 

Can Marketing design a poster for the container drop-off locations? 

This is a process – not just a ban – to be better for the environment and “go green”.  The Food 
Committee, SGA and Senate are all behind it, and ENACTUS made a separate proposal to give 
away green clips that can be traded for green reusable containers to promote the reduction of 
single use take out containers. 

The Waste Reduction Committee will be meeting on December 5th to further plan this initiative.  
All ESC members are encouraged to attend. 

3. Various Sustainability Updates / Marketing – Craig reviewed several of the many initiatives that 
the College has recently completed.  There have been several recent articles about reducing waste 
in the Monday Morning Update and the Summit, a Podcast discussing sustainability on campus, 
the installation of an energy management system, the exterior lighting LED retrofit project, oil to 
gas conversions in several buildings, utility company incentive rebates and many more. 

4. Update on 30% Recycled Paper Usage – The Princeton Review has a section on the type of paper 
used.  Our standard Blizzard is not post-consumer.  It is FSC certified (eucalyptus), which is 
manufactured in a sustainable way.  We want to offer that alternative paper for Stonehill.   Sharon 
Moody sent out a survey to other schools and found that some schools are using 30% re-usable as 
their standard, while others tried and decided against it.  A couple of years ago this was tested 
with several departments at Stonehill, and there was a small increase in paper jams.  Sharon will 
offer this 30% re-usable paper in the Document Center.  This paper will also be used for student 
printing in the library.  Results from using this paper in the Document Center (1/3 of all printing) 
and student printers (1/3) will determine if it will be rolled out to staff printers (1/3). 

Paper usage is down 25% from last year. 

5. Real Food Update – Caroline discussed the Real Food initiative at Northwestern and a recent 
webinar she attended.  The takeaways are that our commitment requires a Real Food working 
group, with students utilizing the Real Food challenge calculator, in order to assess where we are 
with the College’s commitment and where we want to be.  She is putting that group together, 
including representatives from Food Truth, Sodexo and the College. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 


