
i 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Tuesday, October 31, 2017 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 
 

MINUTES 

 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Craig Binney, Kristi Burkholder, Deb Carpenter, Erica Cordatos ‘19, Kim 
Cordeiro, Doreen DelMonaco, Kathy Falcone, Kathleen Fitzgerald, Matt Gosselin ’21, Caroline Grady ‘18, 
Kyle Lockhart, Peter Mercedes ’20, Sue Mooney, Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Emily Van Auken ‘18, Greg 
Wolfe 

Excused:  Bruce Boyer, Nicole Casper, Paulo Fontes, Jessa Gagne, Bob MacEachern, Bridget Meigs, Tom 
McGrath, Alecsandra Steele ’19, Lauren Wallace ‘19 

 

The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. and was chaired by Professor Cheryl Schnitzer. 

1. Introductions were made for new attendees. 

2. Minutes for the September 26th meeting were approved. 

3. Earth Week – Caroline explained that SEA, Food Truth and other groups want to have an Earth 
Week (or Earth Day) celebration in November.  An Earth Day could be held in the Commons during 
Monday’s Activity Period.  Some ideas that have been discussed include a focus on trash 
reduction, Stonehill’s solar installations, an activism workshop, an environmental 5k run, a campus 
blackout, and an opportunity to drive an electric car. 

4. ENACTUS Eco-Sustainability Project – Erica, a member of ENACTUS, explained that this 
international organization connects students with local businesses and alumni through 
entrepreneurial-based projects.  They are currently assisting The Beanery (a newly opened café in 
Easton) with their marketing efforts.   ENACTUS contacted Prof. Mooney as they are interested in 
running an internal marketing campaign to help spread awareness about the sustainability 
initiatives happening on campus.  Craig will send Erica data and other information about past and 
current sustainability projects, including graphics created by the sustainability intern last summer. 

There have been recent articles on the campus’s energy usage reduction in both the Summit and 
the Monday Morning Update. 

It was suggested that the television monitors in Shields Science Center and Duffy have a 
sustainability feed.  ENACTUS will pursue this idea with Mike Pietrowski. 

5. Green To-Go Containers – Caroline stated there is a group of students interested in piloting having 
only green reusable containers available at the Sem.  Greg recently met with SGA president Tim 
Cronin, who is open to presenting to the SGA the idea of completely eliminating disposable 
containers in September.   

The timing of a pilot program is important. Beginning the program in January will allow time to 
address any problems and a chance to meet with any disgruntled students.  Easter-time would be 
a very chaotic time to pilot this initiative.   

Several steps will need to be taken to encourage the required behavior change:   



 Education on how simple it is to use the reusable green containers (use of carabiner clip, 
etc.).  Utilize Ellen Edgerton’s video. 

 Information on why disposables are bad for the environment 

 Increase the price of disposable containers (if not eliminated) 

 Have an area for plates and plastic wrap for food to go.  

This initiative must be student supported.    

6. Clean Plate Challenge – A Clean Plate challenge was held during dinnertime on October 18th.  Over 
the period of 1 ½ hours, the group observed 172 clean plates, 237 food waste plates, and 58.98 
pounds of food thrown out (includes bones, etc.). 

Our declining balance meal plan is helpful with reducing waste.  Stonehill is better than other 
schools with unlimited plans, but there is plenty of room for improvement. 

7. Sodexo Focus Group – In an effort to improve and best serve the dining needs of the Stonehill 
College community, Sodexo is collecting data through surveys and focus groups in order to help us 
develop a Master Plan for Dining Services on campus. Over 690 responses to the written survey 
have been received.  Please consider volunteering for the focus group scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 
7th.  This valuable feedback will help build the future of dining services at Stonehill College.  

8. Waste Reduction Committee – This committee held its initial meeting on October 3rd.  The next 
meeting will be November 14th at 8:30 in Shields Room 200. 

Among the discussions were piloting the elimination of disposable to-go containers, and using 
signage to encourage hand dryer usage instead of paper towels. 

Michelle explained the new restrictions that China is placing on its waste imports.   

Food Truth, Food Justice and SEA students will work with Waste Management on a Dumpster Dive 
to be held on the May Pavilion on November 3rd.  This event provides visual evidence that we can 
do a better job at recycling properly, especially paper towels, disposable cups, to-go containers 
and water bottles. 

9. Other Business – Matt stated that he is skeptical about the College’s recycling efforts as he has 
seen both trash and recycling taken from trash rooms and placed in the same vehicle, and 
sometimes even in the same bag.  Craig explained that if a custodian sees contamination in a 
recycling container, they will consider its entire contents to be trash.  The custodian staff is trained 
and monitored on proper handling of trash and recycling.  Color-coded bags will be considered for 
separating trash from recycling. 

Cheryl thanked Sue for organizing the screening of Al Gore’s film An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to 
Power.  It was very well attended.  Also thanks to Heather Givens for organizing and Emily for her 
introduction of the film. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Next meeting:  November 28th at 8:30 in Merkert-Tracy 250-251 


