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Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Tuesday, September 26, 2017 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 
 

MINUTES 

 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Kristi Burkholder, Deb Carpenter, Nicole Casper, 
Kim Cordeiro, Diane De Frias, Kathleen Fitzgerald, Paulo Fontes, Jessa Gagne, Caroline Grady ‘18, 
Michelle Guiney (Waste Management), Bob MacEachern, Bridget Meigs, Sue Mooney, Paul Ricci, Cheryl 
Schnitzer, Emily Van Auken ‘18, Lauren Wallace ‘19, Greg Wolfe 

Excused:  Doreen DelMonaco, Kathy Falcone, Tom McGrath, Peter Mercedes ’20, Alecsandra Steele ‘19, 
Kim Wheeler 

The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. and was chaired by Professor Cheryl Schnitzer. 

1. Introductions were made and new members welcomed. 

2. Minutes for the April 27th meeting were approved. 

3. The Princeton Review’s Guide to 375 Green Colleges 2017  

Craig shared with the group that Stonehill has been included in this annual Guide again this year.  
The Princeton Review survey follows the AASHE STARS format, and some questions change from 
year to year which is why ratings fluctuate.  Colleges must have a rating of 80 or above to be 
included in the Guide. 

 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Stonehill College 73 84 89 88 82 84 

This is great news for the College, but how do we market it?  The Monday Morning Update helped 
us to spread this information.  We should look for other marketing opportunities to share this 
information. Many students are not aware of our extensive sustainability initiatives. We need to 
think about some form of a marketing campaign, with student energy.  Can a Marketing 
Department representative be appointed to the ESC?  Sue suggested reaching out to 
Communications Professor Kirsten Whitten, who often seeks out projects for her public relations 
class. 

4. Dumpster Dive Results and To-Go Container Discussion  

Michelle explained that she facilitates on-site waste diversion efforts for Waste Management’s 
customers.  Last spring, she coordinated the College’s Dumpster Dive, where trash from several 
residence halls was sorted into piles on the May Pavilion.  She finds that the largest component is 
usually plastics – retail shopping bags, trash liners, etc.  There is also a massive amount of paper 
towels and napkins being thrown out.  At Stonehill, disposable to-go containers make up a large 
percentage of the trash.  This is unfortunate for both environmental and economical reasons.   

Campaigns such as Ditch the Disposable and No To-Go, which eliminate disposable usage for a day 
or a week, definitely encourage the usage of green containers, but a policy needs to be set in 
order to create habits around it and drive down volume. 



Greg would prefer to give a mandate of no disposables.  Despite training, education, recycling 
bins, etc., we need to stop having these products available.  A discussion should be held with SGA 
about eliminating disposable containers, or at the very least, increase the price.   

Lauren stated that there is no reason to have these disposable containers.  There may be some 
initial backlash, but it would eventually go away.  We need to strengthen the reusable green 
container program.  Residence hall drop off locations might work.  Students do not want to clean 
them and will often throw them out because they do not want to carry them back.   

Greg researched the container return receptacle that was mentioned during an ESC meeting last 
semester, concluding that they are costly, must be maintained, and are quite odorous. 

The green container drop-off bin at the Library is often full of recycling and trash.  Do the bins 
need to be more clearly marked? 

Cheryl observed many Dunkin Donuts cups while volunteering at the Dumpster Dive last spring.  
She suggested that we ask DD not to provide bags and to encourage reusable cups.  Greg 
mentioned that they no longer use double cups for cold drinks, unless specifically requested. 

Freshmen received Green Kits again this year, which included a reusable green container and 
information about the green container/clip process.  Unfortunately, Nicole was informed that 
many freshmen are confused by the clip process.   

Suggestions for discouraging disposable container usage: 

 Place the disposable containers in a less convenient location. 

 Increase the price and funnel that money back to purchase more reusable containers.   

 Use signage showing the price of the disposables, discouraging some people from 
purchasing them.   

 Use posters and social media to encourage using green containers  

 Use a plate and plastic wrap for to-go meals. 

Suggestions for better distribution and collection of reusable green containers: 

 Residence Hall drop off locations 

 Food Truth and/or SEA could help with collection.   

 The Green Fund could help pay for a student collector – but there really are not enough 
funds for that this year.   

Cheryl suggested a Trash Reduction sub-committee be formed to meet prior to the next ESC 
meeting and to report back.  Volunteers include Kristi, Bob, Cheryl, Greg, Andy, Emily, Caroline, 
Lauren, Kathleen, and Michelle. 

Bridget asked about the possibility of recycling industrial compostables at Stonehill, but Michelle 
explained that this is generally cost prohibitive and is not recommended because most outlets do 
not have the capacity to break them down. 

5. Fall Environmental Awareness Fair / Earth Week  

Greg stated that Earth Week needs to be held in the fall, not the spring, in order to set the tone 
for the new year.  It should be an all sustainability event, run by students.  Emily, co-president of 
SEA, reached out to ENV students, asking for them to play a more active role on campus, and she 
received a lot of interest.  This group is meeting on Thursday, and she will report back on meeting 
results. 

6. Campus EcoChallenge, Northwest Earth Institute  



Several faculty and staff were contacted by alum David Macek ’04, whose company orchestrates 
eco-challenges (energy, waste, food, water, etc.) to inspire you to help reduce your impact on the 
planet and contribute to a healthy, vibrant, and sustainable future – while engaging your 
community and having fun in the process.   They are seeking Stonehill’s participation in their 
program.  Kristi will follow up for more information. 

7. Other Business  

Bruce announced that new electric vehicle charging stations have been installed on campus – two 
at the MacPháidín Library parking lot, two at the Student/Visitor Lot and two more at the sports 
complex.  Four-hour charging limit signs have been installed, and the units are being utilized very 
cooperatively.   

Greg suggested that people make a difference by participating in Meatless Monday, and trying to 
change your eating habits.  It was suggested that this initiative be advertised more and draw 
attention to all the other proteins available besides meat products. 

Craig was asked about the possibility of the Business Building being LEED certified.  He stated that 
it is being discussed with the architects but that becoming certified is an expensive process.  
However, this building is being built to be extremely efficient. 

8. Upcoming Events  

October 5th – St. Francis Feast Event in Cleary Dining Room, sponsored by the Mission Division. 

October 26th – Join former Vice President Al Gore for a nationwide screening of An Inconvenient 
Sequel: Truth to Power, sponsored by the Growing Climate Justice at Stonehill.  A light supper is 
being planned for attendees.  The Operations and Facilities Departments have agreed to cover the 
cost of the meal. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:35 a.m. 


