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Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Tuesday, February 28, 2017 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 
 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Hayley Bibaud ‘17, Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Kristi Burkholder, Deb 
Carpenter, Doreen DelMonaco, Jessa Gagne, Bob MacEachern, Bridget Meigs, Sue Mooney, Bridget 
O’Brien, Alex Pico ’18, Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Kim Wheeler 

Guest:  Michelle Lee Guiney (Waste Management) 

The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. and was chaired by Professor Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for January 26th were approved. 

2. Michelle Guiney of Waste Management explained that she works with large generators of waste 
in many different industries, teaching how to reduce and reuse.   

Stonehill’s Clean Plate Challenge was held last semester in the Dining Commons and is being 
planned again for this semester.  This event’s focus will be on food waste by targeting behavior 
change – only taking what will be consumed.  Seeing the actual waste resonates with people.  
Michelle believes our meal plan helps to reduce wasted food. 

Last month’s Recycling Pledge event had students and staff making a written commitment to 
make a change that will reduce their own personal waste. 

The Dumpster Dive event had us sorting materials from trash bags that had been considered to be 
all waste.  Items from the bags were separated into piles of bottles and other plastics, cans, fiber 
products, and waste.  This event provided good visual evidence that we can improve our recycling 
efforts on campus. 

Our compostable to-go containers are not a desirable material as they are costly and many outlets 
do not accept them as compostable.  Michelle will work with Kathleen to try to find an alternative 
product – preferably recyclable instead of compostable. 

Michelle has many other event ideas to share, but future events will require volunteers to help 
execute, monitor and follow up. 

Michelle described a reverse vending system, which takes back used to-go containers and provides 
the user with a coin for a clean container at the Dining Commons.  The system aids in increasing 
container usage while eliminating the need for people to collect them.  Possibly, as a test, we 
could install a machine in a residence hall and one in the library.  There is a set-up fee of 
approximately $2000. 

Bridget suggested that the College have a zero waste event during Earth Week.  Michelle pointed 
out that people can feel overwhelmed with long term commitments, but an “event” on one day is 
very doable.  This could take place during the carnival or a varsity basketball game, but it will 
require manpower for sorting. 

3. RecycleMania Update – Bob will be receiving updated statistics today but stated that we are 
recycling approximately 18% of our waste. 



Craig read a letter written by a Stonehill student to Fr. John expressing her concern that the 
College is not recycling properly.  She has noticed bags of both trash and recycling are sometimes 
placed in the same trucks.  She also has concerns that custodians were combining recyclables and 
trash.   

Bob explained that sometimes bags may be placed in the same truck but they are handled 
separately once removed from the trucks.  He will make sure that custodians are handling waste 
properly; however, if a custodian notices contamination in a recycle bin, they will consider it all to 
be waste. Craig, Bruce and Jessa plan to meet with this student to further discuss her concerns 
and to share ideas. 

4. Earth Day/Week Celebration – A tee-shirt has been designed for participants to wear during the 
various Earth Day events.  Some of the events being planned include raffles to win gift cards, a film 
screening, a Trashion Show, campus cleanup of the nature trail and edge of The Farm, Meatless 
Wednesday, a no to-go educational event, a zero waste event, and an opportunity to test drive an 
electric vehicle. 

5. Real Food Update – Ellen will be attending an event in April where Real Food Challenge 
participants share their best practices as well as vendor lists for purchasing real food. 

6. Bottle Fillers in Res. Halls – Facilities plans to install a couple of filtered bottle fillers in the Courts 
over the next few weeks to see how they work out.  The units cost approximately $300-400 to 
purchase and install, and the filters will need to be maintained.  

7. Other Business – Kristi asked if the new building projects will be LEED certified, as many of our 
peer schools’ buildings are LEED.  Some potential students and donors are attracted by this 
certification.  Jessa and Craig explained that our buildings are always designed with sustainability 
in mind, especially with energy and water-based initiatives.  The Sports Complex is Energy Star 
certified.  They feel that LEEDs if very expensive, with a $10,000 application fee just to get started.  
Often, organizations promote their building projects as “following LEED principles”. 

It was suggested that Stonehill receive an external assessment of the overall sustainability of our 
campus.  A division of EcoMotion can perform these assessments. 

8. Upcoming Events –  

RecycleMania events are being planned. 

Jamnesty – This spring’s Jamnesty event will be billed as a sustainability celebration, and the 
Sustainability Fair will be incorporated into Jamnesty.  This will take place sometime in April. 

Trashion Show – April (TBD) 

 

The meeting concluded at 9:40 a.m. 


