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Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Thursday, January 26, 2017 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 
 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Hayley Bibaud ‘17, Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Kristi Burkholder, Deb Carpenter, Nicole 
Casper, Kim Cordeiro, Ellen Edgerton ‘17, Kathy Falcone, Kathleen Fitzgerald, Jessa Gagne, Bob 
MacEachern, Bridget Meigs, Sue Mooney, Bridget O’Brien, Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Kim Wheeler, 
Greg Wolfe 

The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. and was chaired by Professor Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for November 1st were approved. 

2. RecycleMania Dumpster Dive – Coordinated with Michelle Lee Guiney of Waste Management, the 
“dumpster dive” will be held today on the quad outside of Shields Science Center, and volunteers 
are welcome.  This event will entail sorting recyclable materials out of the trash bags collected 
from several freshman res. halls, providing visual evidence that we can do better at recycling.  This 
is the kickoff event for this year’s RecycleMania competition which runs for eight weeks beginning 
on February 5th.   

A second event will be held in two weeks, displaying student-signed recycling pledges in the 
Dining Commons throughout the competition. 

Bridget O. will speak with RA’s about holding other events over the eight week period.  Jessa 
offered the Green Fund for residence hall events.  Social media is the best way to spread the word 
on these and other student-related events. 

We have had mixed results with RecycleMania over the years.  We need to get students more 
involved and engaged.  Generally, this is a student-led initiative at other colleges. 

Nicole mentioned that there is a great need for a recycling bin on Martin Institute’s 2nd floor. 

Ellen stated that many students are unsure exactly what is recyclable.  Could this be incorporated 
into the freshmen seminar?  Bob will work to get stickers produced, showing exactly what is/isn’t 
recyclable. These can be placed on walls and recycling bins, and will be a consistent reminder 
campus-wide. 

Michelle of Waste Management would like to attend a future ESC meeting to offer feedback and 
recommendations. 

3. Sustainability Plan Updating & Outreach – In order to keep the Sustainability Plan up-to-date, 
Jessa created a chart assigning areas of the Plan for groups of ESC members to work on.  The five 
areas of the Plan are Literacy, Recycling & Composting, ToGo, Energy & Water Reduction, and 
Green Fund.  Corresponding through email is not working.  These groups should plan to meet 
twice per year (or as needed) to update each other and to see if other resources are needed in 
order to meet their goals.  Reaching out to other appropriate people across campus is encouraged 
as well. 

4. No ToGo – Greg stated that we are not successfully decreasing our use of single-use to-go 
containers, and he would like to propose eliminating them altogether.  Ellen mentioned that 
students are finding the new clip system confusing – there is a daily average of 12 people using 



this system.  It is difficult to communicate/educate for this program.  The green to-go containers 
tend to pile up at residence halls.  It was suggested that they be picked up on a regular basis.  
Another suggestion was to tax the reusable containers in order to purchase more reusable 
containers. 

Greg stated that as a group we should try harder to create a sense of urgency on climate issues.  
Sue and Kristi mentioned a book entitled What We Think About When We Try Not To Think About 
Global Warming, which discusses the psychological barriers people face when learning facts about 
global warming, and offers strategies for discussing the issue in a way that creates action and 
solutions, not further inaction and despair. 

Possibly another student group other than Food Truth, such as sports captains, could help with 
sending a message on recycling, reusable to-go containers, etc.  Also, positive signage about why it 
matters could be helpful. 

5. Student Printing Quotas – Students now receive a pop-up box when printing which shows how 
many pages they have printed for the semester; they are allotted 1000 pages/semester.  This is 
currently just a monitoring initiative; nothing will happen when they reach 1000 pages.  The 
higher users may be contacted to try to determine why their use is so high, but the main point is 
to get students to stop and think before printing. There are currently no plans to charge students 
for printing. 

6. Solar Parking Canopies Update – The structures are impressive.  All panels have been installed and 
preliminary testing was successful.  The panels will not be connected to the grid until late spring.   
Construction, including a gutter system, is expected to be complete by the end of March, and the 
canopies will be painted after commencement. 

There will be 2-3 electric car charging stations installed at the Student/Visitor Lot as well as an 
additional one installed at the Sally Blair Ames lot.  It was suggested that signs be installed stating 
that these spaces are only to be used while charging.  

7. Other Business –  

Craig had a discussion with Heather Mello (Admission) about our sustainability initiatives on 
campus, suggesting that they be mentioned as part of Admission tours, as this is important to 
many prospective students.  Specifically, the solar field, the Farm, the LED light conversion and the 
Environmental Stewardship Council could be highlighted.  If you have any additional ideas on this, 
please send them along to Craig or Heather. 

8. Upcoming Events –  

RecycleMania Events: 

 1/26 Dumpster Dive outside SSC 

 2/16 Recycling Pledge event in the Dining Commons 

 Other RecycleMania events are being planned 

Jamnesty – This spring’s Jamnesty event will be billed as a sustainability celebration, and the 
Sustainability Fair will be incorporated into Jamnesty.  This will take place sometime in April. 

Trashion Show – April (TBD) 

 

The meeting concluded at 9:35 a.m. 


