
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Tuesday, October 4, 2016 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 
 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Amanda Araujo, Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Kristi Burkholder, Deb 
Carpenter, Kim Cordeiro, Doreen DelMonaco, Ellen Edgerton, Kathy Falcone, Jessa Gagne, Bridget Meigs, 
Sue Mooney, Bridget O’Brien, Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Alex Steele, Emily Van Auken, Kim Wheeler, 
Greg Wolfe 

The meeting commenced at 8:32 a.m. and was chaired by Professor Sue Mooney. 

1. Welcome & Introductions – Sue summarized that the ESC meets once per month during the 
academic year, representing many areas of the College. We strive to improve campus 
sustainability by supporting each other’s initiatives, events and gathering of information (i.e., 
AASHE STARS).  Introductions were made for our new members including Professor Kristi 
Burkholder (Environmental Science), Bridget O’Brien (Residence Director for Colonial and 
Commonwealth Courts) and student Alex Steele ’19. 

2. Meeting minutes for April 21st were approved. 

3. Electric Car Test Drive – Prompted by the recent National Electric Car Week, Sue shared her 
interest in offering rides to interested parties on campus.  Currently there are three electric cars 
(Nissan Leafs) on campus, owned by Sue, Cheryl and a student.  This event could be held during an 
activity period where people could learn about and drive a Leaf.  Additionally, a film such as Who 
Killed the Electric Car or another suitable video could be shown.  Please let Sue know if you are 
interested in helping with this initiative, which can hopefully take place this month. 

Craig mentioned that the new solar parking canopies will have approximately six charging stations.  
It was suggested that these be located at the front of the parking lot.  Also, an additional charging 
station may be added to the Sally Blair Ames parking lot. 

4. Green Fund Committee – Jessa asked for a faculty and student volunteer to serve with her on the 
Green Fund Committee, which takes up minimal time and is done entirely through email.  Cheryl 
and Alex volunteered. 

The Fund’s annual budget of $8700 has supported many student initiatives including conference 
fees, bikeshare expenses, internship parking expenses, competition prizes, and Green Kit supplies.  
Students should keep this fund in mind and look to other colleges for ideas. 

5. Stop the Drop – Currently underway, this annual competition compares residence hall water 
usage between September and October, rewarding the residence hall with the greatest decrease.  
Students can dramatically reduce their water usage by washing only full loads of laundry, taking 
shorter showers and reporting dripping faucets and running toilets.  This competition needs to be 
spear-headed by students, advertising to the student body through posters, weekly emails, 
Summit articles, etc. 

6. Sustainability Learning Outcome Requirement – In the Academic Courses category of our STARS 
submission, we received 8.2 points out of a possible 14 partly because the College does not 
designate sustainability in learning outcomes for majors and minors or course descriptions.  Sue 



feels that faculty should look to resolve this given the number of academic departments and 
courses that include some aspect of sustainability.  Jessa will send pertaining information to Kristi 
who will discuss at the next General Education Committee meeting.  Cheryl will speak with Mary-
Joan Leith, who also serves on that committee. 

7. Solar Parking Canopies – With contracts finalized, the Student/Visitor Lot will soon be getting its 
long awaited 2.7 MW solar parking canopies.  This project will be disruptive for students with 
vehicles on campus as this lot’s 767 spaces are often 75% full.  Although the project’s completion 
is not expected until mid-March, the most disruptive period will be October through December.  
Announcements will be sent detailing which sections will be closed and offering alternative 
campus parking locations.  Overall, this project will be completed relatively quickly and will be 
great for the College, allowing us to produce a combined 44% of our total electrical consumption, 
provide covered parking during inclement weather, provide LED lighting, and electric car charging 
stations. 

We are seeking interested students to help with ongoing communication to the student body to 
help alleviate frustration caused by the disruptions.  Alex will meet with Craig to discuss specifics 
as she and other students have chosen this as their student outreach project for their Climate 
Change LC. 

A Monday Morning Update feature will be helpful in informing parents as well the campus 
community.  A dedication may be held in conjunction with Earth Day in the spring.  

8. Clean Plate Challenge – Bruce discussed Waste Management’s Clean Plate Challenge program.  
They are looking to increase participation in this initiative which reached 700 participants last 
year, including Holy Cross and Bentley.  Waste Management is available to assist with this on our 
campus on October 17, 18, 20, 21 or 24 and have provided a flyer to help with advertising.  They 
would set up a table where students would empty their trash and recycling, trying to teach 
students to only take what they will eat. 

Bridget suggested that this program be combined with compost education.  Ellen suggested doing 
this during the No To-Go week, which SGA is planning for November.  Bruce is not sure Waste 
Management (WM) is available for this beyond October; he will arrange for his WM contact to 
speak with Bridget and Ellen. 

WM provides composting services but has been cost prohibitive in the past.  Bruce will look into 
this again.  WM offers tours of their recycling facility in Avon. 

9. Other Business 

Printing - Cheryl questioned why codes are not required for the printers on the 2nd and 3rd floors of 
Shields Science Center.  Greg explained that IT chose not to install a p-counter tracking system at 
those locations for faculty use.  Data will be collected to see the impact of not requiring codes 
there.  Kim discussed how time consuming and inconvenient it is to login every time she prints, 
scans or copies in Duffy.  Greg mentioned that faculty in Duffy are very cooperative with this 
change. 

Greg will reach out to Tammy about these printing concerns, but the bottom line is that we should 
all be reducing our dependence on printed matter.  He also mentioned that since the College has 
taken over the Document Center from Xerox, usage is down by over 50%. 

Instituting a student printing cap was discussed, particularly that students should be made aware 
of it long before the policy takes place. 

Food Truth – Bridget and Ellen discussed the 20% real food challenge.  A small group of students is 
working diligently to get the necessary work completed by December. 

Campuses for Environmental Stewardship Best Practices Showcase – Bridget, Marie Kelly, Adam 
Lampton and Breanne Penkala recently attended this symposium at the University of New England 



in Maine where there was great discussion surrounding how different campuses implemented an 
environmental/STEM service-learning project into their courses through Davis Educational 
Foundation grants and the challenges involved.  Professors Maura Tyrell, Megan Mitchell, Shane 
Savage-Rambaugh, Candice Smith Corby, Rob Rogers and Bridget Meigs utilized funds from the 
$4,000 grant last year to integrate sustainability into their courses using the farm. 

Bottle Filling Stations - The Green Fund and SGA purchased five water bottle filling stations this 
summer, which were installed in Boland, Notre Dame, College Center (2) and O’Hara. 

Laundry - Greg announced that there will be laundry contests throughout the year. 

10. Upcoming Events 

Racing Extinction – This film will be shown on Wednesday, October 5th at 7pm in Martin 105.  
Filmmaker Louie Psihoyos, along with activists, scientists and others, draws attention to mankind's 
role in a potential loss of at least half of the world's species. 

11. Future Agenda Items 

General Education Learning Outcomes 

 

 

The meeting concluded at 9:34 a.m. 

 


