
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Thursday, November 19, 2015 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 
 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Deb Carpenter, Nicole Casper, Kim Cordeiro, Jessica Devereaux, Kathy Falcone, Jessa Gagne, 
Bob MacEachern, Sue Mooney, Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Maura Tyrrell, Kim Wheeler, Greg Wolfe 

The meeting commenced at 8:40 a.m. and was chaired by Prof. Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for October 22nd were approved. 

2. Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnership – Jessa attended NEEP’s Industrial Efficiency Summit and 
Awards Dinner in New Hampshire on November 12th.  Nominated by National Grid, Stonehill 
College was recognized as a 2015 Northeast Business Leader for Energy Efficiency.  It was 
specifically noted that Stonehill’s sustainability practices, as well as our partnership with National 
Grid to maximize efficiency incentives and savings, is inspiring.  A write-up will be included in the 
Monday Morning Update soon. 

3. Sustainability Goals – Jessa separated the Sustainability Plan’s goals into areas of the College.  
Over the last year she has met with Mission, The Farm, and Human Resources in order to set 
attainable goals from the Plan as well as set timeframes.  She is presently working with Purchasing 
and plans to meet with IT, Facilities and Academics soon.   

4. American Campuses Act on Climate Pledge – Heather Heerman reached out to Sue to draft 
Stonehill’s White House Climate Commitment, which was signed by Fr. Denning on November 
16th, after which an official signing was held at the White House that evening.  Fr. Denning was 
unable to attend.  Over 200 colleges and universities signed the Pledge to demonstrate their 
support for strong climate action by world leaders in Paris later this month.  [Stonehill’s 
Commitment is on the last page of these minutes.] 

Greg questioned Sue on the rationale for these particular goals.  She explained that the first one 
was written to have a very specific goal and the third was written to have an action-oriented goal.  
Craig and Jessa reviewed the goals as well prior to Fr. Denning’s signing. 

5. Paper Towel Dispensers in SBA – Complaints continue regarding the lack of paper towels in the 
Sports Complex.  Reference librarian Heather Perry provided the ESC with current research on 
pros/cons of paper towels vs. hand dryers.  Maura suggested that signage be placed next to paper 
towel dispensers, discouraging their use.  Maura, Bob, Craig and Bruce will have a separate 
discussion, review the literature and report back to the ESC. 

6. Educational Signage for Eco-Installs – Sue suggested that the eco-friendly installations throughout 
campus, such as permeable pavement and the groundcover at SBA, should have signage 
explaining their purpose.  She will touch base with Susan Viera, as suggested by Paul and Greg. 

7. Sustainability Goals (continued) – Sue, Maura and Cheryl met with Joe Favazza to discuss setting 
Academic sustainability goals.  The goals discussed include adding more 
environmental/sustainable related courses, incorporating a sustainability-across-the-curriculum 
into one of next year’s Academic Development Day, reaching for the bronze level for STARS, 
adding an educational aspect to the solar farm, having a VISTA volunteer, Stonehill Service Corp. 



or farm person (in the winter) assist Jessa and possibly coincide with her summer internship 
position, add a Masters of Sustainability and Environmental Management program (Env. and 
Business) when the college moves forward with separate schools and Masters programs. 

Greg discussed the difficulties we face when trying to meet the goals we set:  Trying to get people 
to observe Meatless Mondays; the Real Food calculator is an enormous project; The Farm can’t be 
considered organic because it is nearly impossible to know the source of everything used in 
production.  Sue stated that just attempting and working toward goals is beneficial. 

8. Other Business – 

Greg discussed that Roche’s new dishwashing equipment and a re-design could create more 
efficiency and may bring about a dramatic water savings. 

He mentioned his concern for installing backup laundry equipment in Colonial and Commonwealth 
Courts, which will promote additional usage.  Sue suggested we re-think free laundry, and Greg 
stated there will be an opportunity with the next contract renewal.  Additionally, limiting free 
student printing would also be beneficial. 

Sue spoke about the Fossil Fuel Divestment Pros and Cons Panel Discussion which took place on 
November 17th in Martin Auditorium.  The panel featured Dr. Juliet Schor (BC Sociology professor) 
and Stonehill Economics professor Sean Mulholland, who provided varying perspectives.  It was a 
great debate with excellent questions from the approximate 100 attendees (mostly students). 

9. Upcoming Events: 

Week of November 16th - In collaboration with Graybar Electric and Mass Save, the College is 
holding an LED bulb exchange program.  There are seven locations throughout campus (plus five 
res. halls on Saturday a.m.) where all students and employees can exchange an incandescent, CFL 
or halogen bulb for an LED bulb – one per person.  [Update: A total of 262 bulbs were exchanged 
during the week.] 

November 19th - There will be a solar power presentation and discussion with a panel of three 
professionals in sustainability. The goal of the event is to inform students about solar power, and 
why our goal of having 20% of our energy in Massachusetts be from solar by 2025 is so important.  

 December 8th at 1pm in Martin 105 – Water LC Final Presentations 

December 10th from 6-8pm in Alumni Hall – All are invited to learn as students share their 
semester long projects on how sustainability is woven into many disciplines at Stonehill, while 
enjoying local, fresh and sustainably produced cuisine.  You must RSVP for this event. 

The meeting concluded at 9:36 a.m. 

 

Next meetings:   

December meeting:  In lieu of our regular ESC meeting, please attend the Water LC final presentations 
on December 8th  

January meeting:  TBD 

Please forward agenda items to Deb. 

  



 

American Campuses Act on Climate Commitment:  As institutions of higher education, we applaud the 

progress already made to promote clean energy and climate action as we seek a comprehensive, 

ambitious agreement at the upcoming United Nations Climate Negotiations in Paris. Although we are 

optimistic that world leaders will reach an agreement to secure a transition to a low-carbon future, we 

recognize the urgent need to act now to avoid irreversible costs to our global community’s economic 

prosperity and public health. Today our school pledges to accelerate the transition to low-carbon energy 

while enhancing sustainable and resilient practices across our campuses.     
  
We put forth our pledges as follows: 
  
STONEHILL COLLEGE 
Acknowledging the threat of climate change, and its impacts on those among us with the least financial 

resources and political power, Stonehill College pledges to act for climate justice. In keeping with our 

mission as a Catholic college, our support of the Pope’s recent encyclical on climate change, and our 

status as a signatory to the St. Francis Pledge, we sign this pledge to foster the transition to a low-carbon 

economy and climate justice for all humanity, present and future. 
 

In particular, STONEHILL COLLEGE pledges to:  
 

         Double our solar production on campus from 2.7 MW (20% of our electricity use) to at least 5.4 MW.  

 

         Undertake a comprehensive review of our policies, practices, plans and goals campus-wide to lower our    

carbon footprint and our support of the carbon-fueled economy in as many ways as possible. 

 

         Expand our educational efforts on climate change action to reach every person on campus and beyond 

our borders as well, engaging our neighbors and our political leaders. 


