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Catholic Identity Committee (CIC):  
Meeting Minutes 
 
September 28, 2015 
 
Present: Fr. Jim Lies, C.S.C., Chair, Peter Beisheim, Nate DesRosiers, John Dunn, Fr. Tom 
Halkovic, C.S.C., Fr. Rick Gribble, C.S.C., Wanjira Mbure, Ken Percy, Anne Sant, Scott Seseske, Fr. 
Tony Szakaly, C.S.C., Donna Vrana, & Fr. Steve Wilbricht, C.S.C.  
 
 

 
I. Opening Prayer – Fr. Steve Wilbricht, C.S.C. 

 
II. Planning for the year ahead in light of Pope Francis and Laudato Sii, and the 

“Growing Climate Justice at Stonehill” initiatives 
 

- This group consists of six – eight people who are trying to coordinate the many 
activities on campus that are related to climate change, care of creation, and 
sustainability into an overall framework, a logo has been created. There is a list of 
courses offered in this way. We should keep this in mind. 

 
III. Interfaith Meditation Garden 

 
- An opportunity from the Temple Beth Emunah has been proposed to us. The 

congregation is merging with a Temple in Randolph and is selling the building in 
Brockton. The memorial garden which is dedicated to Rabbi Werb, was the Rabbi 
when the Temple was on Cottage Street. He helped to get the current Temple built in 
the 70’s, and retired in 2007. The Temple Beth Emunah community has asked us to 
have the memorial garden relocated to our campus. The college has accepted the gift 
and is working with the Temple Beth Emunah community, they will pay for the 
transfer of the wall, benches and any landscaping that will be done around it.  

 
- There are several recommendations.  
 

 Have the garden when you drive into the main entrance near the pond near the 
grove of trees 

 Have it behind the Duffy Building in the U. This might be too public 
 The wooded area near the tennis courts behind the baseball field 
 The triangle near the sidewalk going from parking lot 7 to the Merkert-Tracy 

building 
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- The new temple is several years away from being constructed, thus the relocation of 
the garden to Stonehill. They would like the garden removed by October 31st. 

- Could a labyrinth be used with the extra paving stones? Peter will look into the 
design  

 
IV. Introductions 

 
 

V. Break Out Meetings (30 minutes): Planning and Determine Meeting Date(s) 
 

- Mission Conversations Subcommittee (Prof. Nate DesRosiers) 
- The subcommittee comes up with ideas for making conversations happen on 

campus. There is a lot of money spent to have speakers come here and last year we 
tried a few things and we made some progress on getting people to come to the 
events. There was a faculty colloquium on the death penalty with a short 
presentation leading up to the arrival of Sister Helen. There was a good crowd. 
Sister Helen’s talk was very well attended.   

- This year we will look for possible speakers for upcoming events, keeping in mind 
the different viewpoints.  

 
- Campus Aesthetic Subcommittee (Fr. Tony Szakaly, C.S.C.) 
- The subcommittee looked at the interior and exterior of all the buildings on campus 

as well as the grounds.  
- An inventory was put together. Looking to use some artwork from Dartmouth in 

buildings or on the grounds that would reflect the Catholic/Holy Cross faith dynamic 
of our Mission. 

 
VI. Reconvene for Reports from each Subcommittee on plans moving forward 

 
- Campus Aesthetic Subcommittee (Fr. Tony Szakaly, C.S.C.) 
- The subcommittee went through some progress we have made on some action 

items. Talked about how we can use artwork on campus that is coming from 
Dartmouth. 

- Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 26th at 1:30PM in the Campus 
Ministry Office. Look at the SPOCO and other places on campus 

 
- Mission Conversations Subcommittee (Prof. Nate DesRosiers) 
- Discussed possible speakers for the year. The subcommittee discussed having 

Carolyn Woo in the Spring maybe in March. Another speaker that was discussed was 
Bishop Da Cunha which could speak about immigration. 

 
 

VII. Other Business 
- Will post the meeting minutes to the CIC web page and the members of the 

committee. 
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- The Refugee Crisis issue is being discussed in many classrooms. The Mass collection 
last week went to the Catholic Relief Fund for the refugees. Fundraising effort for 
the refugees on campus is a good idea maybe SGA could think about that. 

 
 

The meeting ended at 3:30PM  


