
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 
8:30 a.m. 
Alumni Board Room 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Deb Carpenter, Nicole Casper, Kim Cordeiro, Doreen DelMonaco, 
Jessica Devereaux, Ellen Edgerton, Linda Desroches, Kathy Falcone, Tom McGrath, Bridget Meigs, Sue 
Mooney (chair), Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Geoff Smith, Maura Tyrrell 

The meeting commenced at 8:30 a.m. and was chaired by Prof. Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for March 19th were approved. 

2. New members of the ESC were welcomed.  They include students Jessica Devereaux, Ellen 
Edgerton, Tony Martucci (unable to attend), and Geoff Smith of Marketing. 

3. Growing Climate Justice at Stonehill – Sue discussed this two-year initiative which was created in 
part due to Pope Francis’s recent encyclical which is focused on climate change.  Professor Mary-
Joan Leith has brought this group together to develop courses which touch on climate issues.  
Additionally, they are arranging speaking engagements, film screenings and panel discussions.  For 
their first event, Kevin Minoli, Principal Deputy General Consul of the EPA, spoke at Stonehill on 
September 3rd.  Some upcoming events include a science program Bioblitz on October 4th, Blessing 
of the Pets in celebration of the feast of St. Francis of Assisi (in conjunction with Alumni 
Association and Campus Ministry) also on October 4th, and a pro/con panel discussion on fossil 
fuel divestment. 

A team of students is designing a green office program and will be offering guidance as well as 
awards for green practices.  It was suggested that a similar program be developed for res. halls. 

4. Marketing Efforts – Craig explained that the recently distributed Sustainability Report is a 
collection of campus-wide initiatives.  Deb collects information throughout the year, so please 
forward to her information on all sustainability-related initiatives you are involved in so that they 
can be included in this year’s report. 

5. Green Fund – Cheryl has agreed to serve as the faculty rep on the Green Fund Committee this 
year.  A student volunteer is still needed.  Neither Jessica nor Ellen will be on campus next 
semester but may be able to recommend a student rep. 

Approximately 650 Green Kits, which were partially funded by the Green Fund, were put together 
and distributed by Jessica.  These included a reusable to-go container, a water bottle and shopping 
bag, a notebook made from recycled materials, Tide pods and Zip Car information.  The Kits were 
once again well received by the incoming freshman class. 
 

6. Green Tips – Volunteers to write a monthly Green Tip are as follows:   



October – Nicole, November – Doreen, December – Kathy, January – Cheryl, February – Maura, 
March – Jessa, April (Earth Day) – Bruce, May – Bridget & Paul.  During your month, please 
forward your Tip to Deb for distribution.  

7. Other Business: 
 
Geoff discussed the Farm at Stonehill’s new Mobile Market.  Through a $5,000 grant from Project 
Bread, the Farm is able to offer fresh, organic produce sold at or below market cost in the parking 
lot shared by The Family Center at Community Connections of Brockton and the Trinity Baptist 
Church.  Reusable shopping bags, with a student-designed logo, will be given out. 
 
Maura shared information about a Davis Grant program titled Campuses for Environmental 
Stewardship.  After attending the Davis Grant workshop in June, a small group of Stonehill faculty 
interested in a sustainability theme received a grant for $4000, which will be used to facilitate 
learning activities in courses related to sustainability.  This program will also include support for 
some evening programs open to the whole community including beer and bread making, knitting, 
canning and an art event to be held in the Carol Calo Gallery.  Professor Megan Mitchell is the 
project leader. 
 
Bruce noted that bike racks will be installed at the Sports Complex over the next couple of weeks. 
 
Eight bikes have been secured for the Bikeshare program.  This initiative continues to develop, 
with hopes of starting up this year. 
 
Craig provided the group with an update on the College’s solar projects.  We are working with 
Solect Energy (the company that installed the solar field), but we are currently waiting for 
information from National Grid before the installation can proceed.  We hope to break ground on 
the parking canopies next spring.  An interested student group plans to help market and educate 
the campus about these solar initiatives.  This group recently met with Scott Howe, Partner and 
Senior Vice President of Sales at Solect, to learn more about the projects. 
 
Ellen explained a new system for the reusable to-go containers, which is similar to the system 
used at UVM.  There will be a drop off box in the Library where you receive a tag when you return 
a container.  This way, students don’t have to remember to bring their containers to the Dining 
Commons.  They turn in the tag to receive a new container.  Linda mentioned that Dining Services 
has gone through 8,000 disposable containers so far this year versus 11,500 at this time last year, 
but there is still much room for improvement. 
 
Bridget stated that composting on campus has declined.  A Sustainable Ag. research project is 
addressing this, and an educational video is being put together. 
 
The College continues to work toward its 20% real food goal with the Real Food calculator 
underway this semester.  Bridget explained that Langwater Farm has many storage crops that will 
be available to Sodexo throughout the winter season, maintaining a fresh, local food supply. 
 
Cheryl mentioned the use of double cups at Dunkin’ Donuts.  Some students have tried to use 
signage discouraging this practice, noting that it costs less to use refillable cups.  It was suggested 
that Dunkin’ Donuts participate in the Sustainability Fair and attend an ESC meeting to encourage 
them to improve their green practices. 
 
Bridget shared with the group that the permaculture garden near Amesbury is meant to be shared 
with the entire Stonehill community.  Help yourself to some herbs! 



 
There was a discussion as to where to put the tower garden.  The Commons seems to be the best 
location. 
 

8. Upcoming Events: 

On September 29th at 6 p.m. there will be a Feast of St. Francis event: "Caring for Our Common 

Home" From St. Francis to Pope Francis to You.  There will be a facilitated discussion of the film 

and about steps you can take in response - ones that are based in Catholic Social Teaching.  This 

program explores how to understand and apply Pope Francis's encyclical on ecology and climate 

change.   

This fall’s Sustainability Fair will be held on October 2nd from 11:30-1:30 in the upper Commons 
entrance and hallway.  Bridget explained that this needs to be student run, with the ESC serving as 
a sub-committee for the Fair.  Jessica and Ellen will rally other students – and determine what 
they want at the Fair.  Greg will reach out to outside vendors.  Paul will assist with logistics.  
Bridget will assist as needed. 

On October 24th, National Food Day, there will be an educational event concerning non-GMO 
foods. 

 

The meeting concluded at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Next meeting:  October 22nd at 8:30 a.m. in Merkert-Tracy 250-251 


