
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Thursday, February 12, 2015 
9:00 a.m. 
Alumni Hall Board Room 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Craig Binney, Deb Carpenter, Nicole Casper, Doreen DelMonaco, Ellen 
Edgerton ’17, Kathy Falcone, Jessa Gagne, Tom McGrath, Bridget Meigs, Sue Mooney (chair), Cheryl 
Schnitzer, Maura Tyrrell, Kim Wheeler, Greg Wolfe 

The meeting commenced at 9:00 a.m. and was chaired by Prof. Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for January 15th were approved. 

2. College-sponsored travel data missing from carbon footprint – Jessa discussed how this is such a 
big part of our carbon footprint, so we need to find a way to collect this data.  Many ideas were 
discussed – through the credit card system, travel expense approval forms, Egencia & Travel 
Collaboration reports, etc.  Additional data can be collected from the following: 

• Campus Ministry will have HOPE trip travel details. 

• Alice Cronin, Director of International Programs, may be able to help with information on 
students traveling abroad. 

• Paula Lutton, Academic Affairs, may have information on class field trips and LC travel. 

• Athletics has data on their travel including spring break trips. 

• Student Activities should have records of van usage. 

• Jessa mentioned that the college-owned and leased vehicles’ odometer readings will be 
very helpful for collecting this data. 

3. Behavior Change Programs – Jessa discussed how we really don’t have a sustainability program for 
faculty and staff.  We could create a program in conjunction with student initiatives – one big 
effort for the entire campus.  This could include brown bag sessions, with a “freebie” for 
attending.   

Cheryl volunteered to help with campus-wide initiatives. 

These could also be for a targeted area, i.e. shut off lights in Duffy; or a departmental competition. 



Sue mentioned that simple email reminders of an ongoing initiative will not work.  If you’re not 
committed to a cause, you won’t change your behavior for it.  A project should be chosen based 
on how big of an impact it will make if successful. 

Sue discussed a recent initiative by several of her students who interviewed employees in 
numerous offices on campus, including Purchasing and Operations, to see how they plug in their 
electronics, what gets turned off and/or unplugged at night, etc.  They are collecting this plug load 
and “vampire energy” information to assess behavior patterns on campus.  Sue will provide their 
findings to the ESC. 

Greg discussed how we (ESC) represent our own respective areas and could each share our own 
department’s metrics for printing, lights recycling, etc. to help create a culture. 

Sue feels it would be beneficial if the ESC had a representative located in each building, i.e., 
building eco reps.  Should the ESC bylaws be updated to reflect this? 

Bridget discussed how this could possibly be an initiative done through the Mission Division, with 
divisional eco-reps. 

Craig believes that the ESC is making significant progress and we need to look more at 
technical/automated improvements vs. human behavior. 

Greg volunteered to have his work study student put stickers on light switches as a reminder to 
turn off the lights. 

4. Sustainability Initiatives Presentation – Craig and Jessa presented the slides which Craig presented 
to the Trustees’ Finance Committee meeting last month.  The presentation highlights all the 
energy and cost savings resulting from completing the following major initiatives: 

• Water conservation project:  New shower heads installed throughout the res. halls 

• HVAC controls projects:  Martin Institute, Roche Dining Commons, Shields Science Center, 
Stanger Hall and Cushing Martin Hall 

• Tridium energy management system installation 

• Oil to gas conversions: Boland Hall & Cushing Martin Hall 

• Outside lighting:  Retrofitting for LED bulbs 

• Solar projects:  solar field, pole building rooftops, SBA rooftop, carport arrays, Bridgewater 
solar farm 

Rebates off-set a tremendous amount of the cost of these sizeable projects. 

The meeting concluded at 10:09 a.m. 

 

Next meeting:  Thursday, March 19th at 9:00 a.m. in Merkert-Tracy 250-251 

Please send agenda items to Deb 


