
 

 

 

Environmental Stewardship Council Meeting 
Thursday, October 16, 2014 
8:30 a.m. 
Merkert-Tracy 250-251 

MINUTES 

Attendees:  Andy Anderson, Craig Binney, Bruce Boyer, Leanne Brooks ’15, Deb Carpenter, Nicole 
Casper, Sean Davenport ’15, Doreen DelMonaco, Jessa Gagne, Morgan Johnson ’16, Bob MacEachern, 
Bridget Meigs, Sue Mooney, Kelley Reardon ‘15, Paul Ricci, Cheryl Schnitzer, Maura Tyrrell, Colin Walker 
’15, Kim Wheeler, Greg Wolfe 

The meeting commenced at 8:40 a.m. and was chaired by Prof. Sue Mooney. 

1. Meeting minutes for April 29th were approved. 

2. New Members - Given that there are several new ESC members, introductions were made.  Sue 
explained that the purpose of the ESC is to lead Stonehill’s sustainability efforts, through a 
membership representing all areas of the College. 

3. Juniperks – Andy volunteered to be the Stonehill contact for Juniperks.  Sue will forward contact 
info to Andy so he can reach out to them. 

4. Green Fund – Cheryl and Morgan volunteered to serve as this year’s faculty and student reps for 
the Green Fund committee which is chaired by Jessa Gagne.  This group reviews all applications.  
So far this year there are five applications.  Historically approximately 60% of Green Fund 
applications come during the first semester; 40% during the second semester. 

5. Sustainability Plan / AASHE STARS Survey – Jessa distributed via email a spreadsheet listing the 
goals needed to complete the STARS survey, matching STARS credits to the appropriate goals of 
our Sustainability Plan.  Much of this matching work was completed by Colin and Kelley.  The 
spreadsheet lists the area of the College most appropriately responsible for achieving each goal, 
the possible ESC member to lead the effort, and the year by which the goal should be reached.  It 
has not yet been determined when we should actually begin the submission process.  Jessa will 
reach out to the ESC shortly on next steps in the process to achieve our goals. 

Craig gave background information on AASHE (Association for the Advancement of Sustainability 
in Higher Education).  We have been members for several years with membership dues costing 
approximately $1100 per year.  Our membership, which includes a Resource Center and 
Discussion Forums, is open to the entire Stonehill community by registering at 
http://www.aashe.org/user/register.  STARS (Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System) 
is a standardized, self-administered assessment tool for campuses to benchmark their 
sustainability progress and compare with others.  The link is https://stars.aashe.org/.  Please 
contact Jessa if you need help accessing the site. 

http://www.aashe.org/user/register
https://stars.aashe.org/


6. Bike Share – Leanne stated that students have been trying to get this program off the ground for 
several years, but they need funding to purchase bikes.  They would like $300/bike plus the cost of 
helmets and locks.  Campus Police was approached regarding the abandoned bikes that are 
recovered, but those are already donated to another organization.  Craig will follow up on this. 

Several suggested that they reach out to the entire Stonehill community for bike donations – 
similar to ENACTUS with their furniture fair.  They would probably get more bikes than they need 
but should have certain quality criteria for them. 

Greg mentioned that maintenance would be costly.  Leanne discussed that the program would 
require a refundable deposit from each student for the length of the rental, which would be used 
in the case of any damage caused by the rider.  A newly formed campus cycling club may be able 
to help out with maintenance or have students repair as part of a merit point or work study 
program. 

The current plan is for rentals to be run through the info desk in the Dining Commons although 
many schools run their program through the library.  The bike checkout process could potentially 
be run through the Stonehill App.  There will be a dedicated bike rack and a logo identifying the 
bikeshare bikes.   

7. Other Business – 

There was discussion surrounding the term “Office of Sustainability”.  Since there isn’t an actual 
office, should it be called something different?  Or should there be an actual office?  Craig stated 
that he prefers our current model of a de-centralized all-encompassing group, working together.  
This seems to be working well at Stonehill College.  Alternative names and ideas can be discussed 
at the next meeting. 

It was suggested that we share sustainability ideas with other SACHEM (Southeastern Association 
for Cooperation of Higher Education in Massachusetts) institutions. 

New this fall, a 15’x25’ permaculture garden is being constructed on campus next to Amesbury in 
Commonwealth Courts.  This garden will use compost from The Farm (from our dining halls).  It 
will be layered with compost, mulch and cardboard and will include small fruit trees, perennial 
plants and an herb spiral.  This is a group effort connected to The Farm and to seniors Christine 
Moodie and Sean Davenport of the Directed Study in Food Security and Permaculture. 

Greg discussed that overall paper usage (meter reads) is down 23% for August 2014 vs. 2013, and 
down 33% for September 2014 vs. 2013.  The print management systems (student printers) show 
usage is down 25% for August vs. 2013 and down 16% for September vs. 2013. 

Zipcar usage has stayed at approximately 20%, which Zipcar is pleased with based on our campus 
size. 

Usage of the clear To-Go containers was down by 14% last year vs. the prior year, but up 25% this 
year.  There are student groups working on this initiative, and a complete ban of the clear 
containers has been discussed.  There will be a “Grab the Green” week in November. 



Vending sales are down 1% overall.  Water is down 8% while Power Aid is up 8%.  Greg feels that 
there should be water filling stations next to all vending machines.  These were once funded 
through SGA and should be looked into again. 

The Stop the Drop contest is taking place throughout October.  Jessa will share results once 
available. 

Green Tips – Volunteers for the monthly Green Tips are as follows:  October – Bridget/Paul, 
November – Greg, December – Jessa, January – Bob, February – Maura, March – Cheryl, April – 
Doreen, May – Kim W.  During your month, please forward your Tip to Deb at 
dacarpenter@stonehill.edu for formatting and distribution.  

Please remember to forward all campus green initiatives to Deb for the FY15 Sustainability Report. 

8. Recent Events –  

The People’s Climate March was held in NYC on Sunday, September 21st.  A full bus from Stonehill 
made the trip to this event organized to encourage world leaders to act now to slow climate 
disruption. 
 
The Sustainability Fair was held on the quad on October 3rd, where the Stonehill community could 
chat with student reps of SEA, ENACTUS, Mindful Living, The Farm, Food Truth, EcoReps, and SGA 
about their current campaigns.  Jessa participated by spreading the word about the Green Fund.  
Several of the College's vendors attended, including Sodexo and Xerox, to explain their 
sustainability initiatives.  Reps from Solect and Power Management displayed live data on our 
2.7MW solar field. 

On October 4th, many students and faculty members, including Professors Heather Bleakley, Nick 
Block, Sue Mooney and Maura Tyrrell, joined other professionals and students from Brockton High 
School for a three-hour BioBlitz of the nearby 125-acre Brockton Audubon Preserve. The group, 
organized in six teams, identified more than 100 organisms on the property. Along with providing 
an educational opportunity for the students, the event is aimed at encouraging an appreciation of 
biodiversity within the City of Brockton and providing information for the Wildlands Trust to share 
with visitors through trails and signs. 

St. Francis Pledge event held on October 7th - Based on the Catholic Climate Covenant’s program 
entitled Creating a Climate for Solidarity: From St. Francis to Pope Francis to You, the Stonehill 
community was treated to a PowerPoint presentation followed by discussions lead by Fr. Lies and 
Deacon Tim Mouton.  

Nicole reminded everyone to send all College event photos to her for the Archives. 

9. Upcoming Events –  

Bridgewater State University’s Sustainability Day October 20th – Bridget and Devin will be 
attending Models of Sustainability in Higher Education to celebrate Sustainability Day at BSU 
where they will give a short presentation highlighting green initiatives on the Stonehill campus - 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HDoyyaFUxTPfSTD9HpKkL7ETo8LpOEUSWrAnUGFu2RQ
/edit?usp=sharing. 

mailto:dacarpenter@stonehill.edu
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HDoyyaFUxTPfSTD9HpKkL7ETo8LpOEUSWrAnUGFu2RQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HDoyyaFUxTPfSTD9HpKkL7ETo8LpOEUSWrAnUGFu2RQ/edit?usp=sharing


On October 24th (USDA Food Day), Food Truth will hold a Pancake Eating Contest highlighting local 
and fairly traded ingredients. 

Presented by the Marion Institute, Connecting for Change 2014 will be held in New Bedford on 
October 24th & 25th.  This annual event is presented as a solutions-based gathering that brings 
together a diverse audience to create deep and positive change in their communities.  Student 
sign-ups are underway. 

On October 28th, Harvard Professor David Nocera will present a lecture at Bridgewater State 
University entitled The Artificial Leaf: Personalized Energy for 1, based on his renewable energy 
research. 

Final Presentations of the Sustainable Agriculture Course will be given on November 13th in Martin 
105 from 2:30pm-4:00pm. 

Eco Reps (15 freshmen, 5 sophomores) have entered the Campus Conservation Nationals 2015 
contest, which will be held for three weeks in February, and will focus on water conservation.  The 
Water LC will assist with this effort next semester. 

10. Future Agenda Items 

 BSU Sustainability Day Event recap – Bridget 

 Office of Sustainability: Name and Organization - ESC 

The meeting concluded at 9:30am. 

Next meeting: Thursday, November 13th at 8:30 a.m. in Alumni Hall Board Room 

 


