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The Feast of the Epiphany 
January 5, 2020 

Preached by the Rev. Lisa M. Erdeljon 
St Michael’s Episcopal Church, Barrington, IL 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7,10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 
 
“When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 

until it stopped over the place where the child was.” 
 
I love to look up at the stars 

• Comfort = same stars over  
o My family and friends 
o Near and far 

• Reminder = greatness of God and God’s universe 
• Stability = things so constant that no observable change 

 
Except… what happens when there is change? Like right now! 
 
Betelgeuse = star (right shoulder of Orion)… one of the brightest in the sky 

Dying! 
• Since beginning of December 
• Fading Rapidly 
• (Does dim and brighten regularly over time, but NOT THIS MUCH!) 

 
Imagine looking up at night and seeing something different! 

After our whole lives—the lives of everyone we know/knew—and suddenly CHANGE! 
 
I suspect that is what happened two thousand years ago 

When our beloved wise men looked up 
But rather than 1 less star, it was 1 more star 

 
A new star. New constellation. New sky. New mapping of the vastness that is the Cosmos 
 
A “new” that signified a change—that upset the very stability of that which seems so steadfast… 
 
For Wise Men: 

• Created so much turmoil that they packed up and went on a journey 
o To find source of star 

 
For Herod: 

• Created fear and anxiety 
o Because King of the Jews was Herod, NOT some unknown baby 

 
But Herod must have known, this baby would be  

• He who overturns the world 
• He who creates change among the changeless 



	

 2 

• He who can and does make a new world order 
 
We may not all have our own stars in the sky—we probably aren’t called to overturn the world order 
like Jesus 
 
But… 
 
We can still be stars 

We can still be the lights that shine in someone’s darkness 
 
Epiphany = 

• When we celebrate EVANGELISM 
• The spread of God’s Good News to the Whole World 
• Vast enough to even change the make-up of the cosmic heavens 

 
And also— 

Small enough to be something each of us can also do 
o To shine 
o To be a light 
o To overcome the darkness in our lives and the lives around us 
o To fight the system that is—a system of brokenness and darkness 

− And to be our own source of stable light 
 
And when we stumble 

• When we begin to fade… 
• When darkness starts to threaten… 

 
Hold onto the fact that we are one of many— 

Countless many— 
Who can and do shine 

Right next to us 
In the fast cosmos of God’s Holy Night 

 
A Holy Night that refuses to be dark 

Because of that one star 
Two thousand years ago 

That still 
Today 

Shines in each of us 
As a symbol, a marker, a sign of  

Where Jesus is. Where Jesus lives. 
 
In us. In our hearts. In our lives. 

So that we might shine forth in this world 
Spreading God’s Glorious Light 

To all the corners of the world. 
And all the corners of our hearts 
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We celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ  

And that blessed Star 
That revealed the Way 

The Way to Jesus. 
 
So that all who seek, shall find! 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 


