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“The Divine Long-shots”

• When it comes to taking risks, I’ve noticed that people fall along a spectrum
• They want to know, what are the odds? 
• On the one extreme, where I usually find myself, are those with little 

tolerance for risk- I like safe bets
• But then there are others at the other extreme who love a good gamble

• They are looking for the long shots, the underdogs, the high risk and 
high return

• There is a kids movie on Netflix called “Home”, it’s one of our household 
favorites- great sound track

• It is about an cuddly and cute alien race that decides to invade Earth1

• These aliens are called Boov, and the main character is called ‘O’, voiced 
by Jim Parsons

• And they are self-described as, “best at running away,” which 
coincidentally is what brought them to Earth

• Very risk adverse- always playing it safe
• As the plot unfolds, there is a moment when “O”, who is very good at 

running away like the rest of his species
• Must decide whether to take the long shot to save the day, or to run away 

from the danger as he instinctively wants to do
• The human girl, Gratuity, pushes him to take the risk, she goes for it in 

spite of the odds…. takes the long shot
• I won’t give away any spoilers- it’s a happy ending 
• It strikes me, however, that while I usually play it safe when it comes to 

decisions in life, carefully considering the risks and the odds like the Boov
• God does not. 
• God puts it all on the line, time and time again.  God is all in. 
• God cheers for the underdog, God seems to like the long shot

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Home_(2015_film)1
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• Through out the Bible, we hear of God working through and for some 
unexpected characters

• Not the most powerful or the larger-than-life ones
• God seems to take those who have little to no chance of winning or being 

heard, and uses them for great purposes
• There are many examples:
• God liberates the Israelites from captivity in Egypt using Moses

• In the face of overwhelming odds, and a speech impediment, the 
Israelites escape their slavery

• God fights on the side of David when he faces Goliath
• In what seems like a completely unfair fight, God gives victory to the 

young man with a sling shot
• And in our lessons for today, the trend holds true. 2

• Today we read more about the prophet Elisha, and his encounter with an 
Aramean named Naaman.

• This passage comes immediately following Elijah being taken up into 
heaven

• At first hearing, this story is about this famous prophet, two kings, and a 
great general who was healed

• Not exactly the small characters I was talking about earlier
• These are definitely some big players who would be favored to win in 

most competitions
• But let’s read the story a little more carefully, because if it were left up to 

these big players, no one would have been healed.
• Naaman had leprosy, which must have been a great embarrassment to 

him
• A person of such high esteem brought low by a skin disease that is very 

difficult to hide
• Naaman was desperate
• And here enters our first “little prophet”, as Kate Huey names them 3

• The servant girl of the general’s wife suggests that Naaman go see the 
prophet in Samaria, Elisha

• Surprisingly, Naaman goes to tell his king who sends money and a royal 
request for healing to the king of Israel.

  Kate Huey, http://www.ucc.org/worship/samuel/07042010.html2

  Kate Huey, http://www.ucc.org/worship/samuel/07042010.html3
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• That’s our first small, unexpected voice- God’s healing is only through the 
suggestion of a servant girl from a foreign land

• Her journey to this moment has been one of turmoil, suffering, and 
hardship- she was captured and made a slave

• It’s surprising that anyone even listened to what she said, or that she was 
mentioned in scripture at all

• It is more surprising that she even wanted to help her owner find healing! 
• But here she is, in spite of everything, changing the life of a foreign 

general for the better 
• Naaman goes to Israel, and then to the prophet, who tells him to wash 

seven times in the river
• Naaman refuses this ridiculous task: he argues that there are better rivers 

back home- why should he do this?
• But then another unexpected voice: again his servants encouraged him
• The servants pointed out that he would have been willing to do something 

hard, why not something so easy?
• The easy part was the washing
• But the hard part for Naaman was putting his future in the hands of 

servants and foreigners, trusting in those little prophets
• Finally, Naaman washed in that river, and was made clean.
• God, working through the smallest, most unlikely voices, changed the life 

of a powerful general
• First the servant girl, then the other servants, and finally through an 

inferior river.
• These “little prophets” are the heroes
• God seems to do that over and over, and does it again in our Gospel 

reading as well
• It is by using the seventy missionaries that God begins to spread the 

message of Christ
• Jesus sends out two by two unprepared, no purse, no bag, no sandals, 

and to not greet anyone on the road.
• Talk about facing long odds…
• Out of the most unlikely and unprepared group, God sends the message 

of peace
• Jesus even acknowledges that they are unprepared; he says they are 

sent out like lambs into the midst of wolves
• They are to go and meet with strangers, and say to them, “The kingdom 

of God has come near to you”
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• They are given the power to overcome their challenges, the snakes and 
scorpions that so often symbolized the evil around them 4

• And all who they encounter get to experience God’s kingdom close at 
hand

• These disciples do not go to foreign kings or rulers- instead they go to 
towns and villages, 

• Perhaps insignificant pieces of the large Roman Empire
• This unlikely group of missionaries on a journey that seems doomed to 

fail from the start- that’s how Christianity began to spread
• There are several components to these lessons that I think still apply to us 

today
• God so often works through the most unlikely people and circumstances
• First, the two servants in the story of Naaman’s healing- without them, 

there would have been no opportunity for God to heal Naaman
• And with Naaman’s healing, it signaled that God was not just the God of 

the Israelites, but instead God of all
• Then, in the Gospel, God again working through an unlikely group and 

circumstance to begin the good news of peace
• To begin movement towards a time when the lamb and wolf can eat 

together peacefully
• A time when a purse, sandals, and bag are not necessary because we will 

share and care for one another
• It challenges us, and asks us: where are we on the risk aversion spectrum 

when it comes to the Kingdom of God? 
• Are we willing to look for and hear the small, unheard voices through 

which God is moving and speaking?
• It says that Jesus sent the missionaries to the places he himself intended 

to go
• That tells me that if we want to find God, if we want to participate in the 

Kingdom, that’s where we need to be too
• Our work, along side with God, is to be the kind of people who hear the 

voices of the suffering, the lonely, the hungry
• And on this fourth of July weekend, I suggest that our country needs to do 

more of that too
• I admit that the fourth of July always offers an annual reminder of the two 

worlds in which we live

 http://montreal.anglican.org/comments/cpr14m.shtml4
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• The holy and the secular, and all the ways in which they overlap- and the 
ways they do not

• As I wrote on my Sword article this past week, I have a little bit of 
whiplash lately as so many things have changed so quickly in our national 
life

• This is my annual reminder that my hopes and dreams for our country is 
to do more of what we see in our readings today:

• More tending to those who hurt, those who have little, those without voice 
and power

• The ones God so often works through
• Over and over again God tells Israel how to be blessed, and it is always 

caring for those who are struggling 
• In the Bible, we consistently hear from the Old Testament and Jesus alike:

• That the windows, the orphans, and the immigrants and refugees are 
the ones God wants us to care for

• Those underdogs, the ones on the margins, the one without voice- and 
that is not an exhaustive list, I believe 

• God often works through those very people, speaks through them- God 
gives voice to the voiceless

• Bets on the powerless
• And we would be wise as a nation, and as Christians, to look out for them
• To fight for them when necessary
• To take a risk in order to hear what they might have to say to us.

• Throughout scripture, God is always surprising us
• Working through people and in ways we rarely expect
• Taking the long shot, defying the odds
• That’s not to say God cannot work through those in positions of power, 

• But to remind those- and sometimes us- when in positions of power, 
we are not the only ones! 

• Naaman’s servants, unprepared missionaries, even Jesus born to a 
Jewish girl in the Roman Empire

• All so often overlooked
• And in the most surprising turn of events, God even works through you 

and me
• I read online recently, something like— “God already took into account all 

of your shortcomings when God put a calling on your life.” 
• God bets on us- hopes and dreams that one day we- all of us- will join in 

this movement of love
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• Where all are valued, cared for, and given their chance. 
•
• God, open our eyes to see the world the way you see it
• To see people the way you see them, to take the risks on your Kingdom
• And to love the way you love. 

Amen.
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