
Jesse Perkins
Original: Friday, January 31, 2014

Modifed: Sunday, February 2, 2020
Year A, The Presentation

Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 2:22-40

“The Presentation”

• It was my first official presentation, only a year or two out of college,and 
working for a medium-sized computer company in Conway, AR
• I had developed and created a program that sorted lots of data very 

quickly and in parallel
• And if this prototype worked, it would greatly improve some of the data 

processing done by our company
• It worked well enough that my boss told me I had to present the results 

to my boss’s boss
• I was a little nervous, and had rarely used Power Point before
• And any presentation, be it about a computer program that sorts data
• An annual meeting, or especially a weekly sermon
• Presenting, in any fashion, is putting you and your work out there for 

everyone to see and judge
• It can be a vulnerable experience, even after you’ve done it many times
• I get really nervous- still to this day, for sermons, annual meetings, etc.
• To lighten the mood at this particular presentation, I remember trying to 

make slides as ugly as possible
• Odd fonts, strange placement, and at one point using orange and teal 

together on one slide- it was great fun
• The presentation went well, the prototype was later even fully developed 

and some version may, for all I know, still be in use
• I remember this presentation as I considered our liturgy this morning

• Today is February 2, and in the church’s calendar is called “The 
Presentation”
• It has nothing to do with power point.  

• It has over the years also become known as Candlemas
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• To be honest, this is only the second one I’ve ever experienced, even 
though it is one of the most ancient feasts on our calendar1

• And we barely acknowledge it even when it falls on a Sunday, like it 
does today

• But its history goes all the way back to 300 AD, and is mentioned in 
sermons from that time period

• In the Medieval period, the candles become a prominent part of today’s 
liturgy

• On this day the priest would bless the candles to be used in the church 
over the next year2

• And some even being sent home for use in the households of the 
faithful

• Which is why it is commonly called Candlemas, or the Mass for the 
Candles

• So I thought I’d try a little bit of that, bring back some ancient roots of 
our tradition, and send you home with a candle

• But today is not just about the candles- also celebrates several events 
in the life of Jesus and the Holy Family

• The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, and the purification of Mary
• In accordance to Jewish law, new parents must present their first born 

son to the priests at the temple
• It served as a reminder of their Exodus from Egypt3

• Just as God had liberated Israel from slavery and the nation belonged 
to God

• By presenting first borns in the temple, and offering sacrifices, parents 
were honoring the fact they were raising a child who belonged to God

• It was remembering who you were as a people
• Bringing the new child into the narrative
• Not too dissimilar to our own Baptism rites today
• I wonder, as Mary and Joseph stood there before their priest, if they 

were not a little nervous, feeling vulnerable
• This pregnancy, marriage, and child were not typical 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presentation_of_Jesus_at_the_Temple1

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presentation_of_Jesus_at_the_Temple2

 New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary3
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• As such, this feast is also considered one of the oldest honoring The 
Virgin Mary, 
• In Jewish religious law, mothers were ritually unclean after birth for 40 

days4

• At the end of that time, they too had to be presented in the temple to be 
declared clean again

• Today we read of Mary and Joseph at the temple fulfilling all of their 
obligations as their faith and purity law required

• I realize this seems very foreign to you and me, and certainly part of a 
patriarchal system that we do not want to emulate

• Thankfully, today we do not see uncleanness the same way as ancient 
Israel did

• And certainly childbirth is not spiritually unclean for us anymore, but a 
sacred and life giving moment

• But many believe that the purification rituals for both men and women 
were early attempts at staying healthy5

• They had no idea about germs, bacteria, or viruses, but realized that 
washing after one had been cut, had a skin disease, encountered a 
dead body, or given birth seemed to help one stay healthy

• It became ritualized to improve the health of the entire population, 
even if they did not know why it worked or how

• Today, we still wash our hands after many of those same occurrences, 
even if it is more about our health than our faith

• In all of these events, even if they are strange to us today, the Holy 
Family was doing exactly what God had commanded observant Jews to 
do

• They obeyed, presented themselves, they were blessed, and then set 
out as the people of God with a new addition

• As I imagined Mary presenting her son and herself to God at the temple 
that day
• It reminded me of my own presentations, and the vulnerability that 

comes with it
• It also reminded me of the presentations that happen here in our Liturgy 

every morning

 New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary4

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ritual_purification5
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• Notice how our offering, collected and then brought forward and 
presented to God to be blessed and used for the building up of God’s 
kingdom here among us

• And the bread and the wine, representing our gifts as God’s people 
presented to be blessed and made holy
• I even like to think of our children marching in during that Doxology- 

we celebrate and thank God for those gifts as well
• Honoring them as members of this family, and as children of God that 

we are helping raise
• Much like Jesus and his parents, all these gifts are brought forward and 

presented to God out of gratitude, and to be blessed
• It occurs to me that even when we have a funeral, the person we love 

but have died- we even present them to God
• We bring the body and place it here before the altar, giving thanks for a 

life lived, the love shared
• Asking God to take over from here, to embrace them, as we can no 

longer do.  
• The Gospel of Luke certainly gives us an insight into the lives of ancient, 

observant Jews, and particularly of these significant events in the lives of 
Mary and Joseph
• But Luke does not forget that while Jesus’ life may start out like any 

normal first born son, it will not stay that way6

• The author of Luke records Jesus’ encounter with two prophets, Anna 
and Simeon

• Both rejoice in seeing the Christ child, and both bless the family.  But 
these two know what is to come

• We get to meet Ana, one of only 7 female prophets recorded in our 
Bible7

• Anna was doing what all of the great prophets did- point the nation of 
Israel to God working in their midst

• Anna telling all who were looking for redemption about the child
• Simeon telling Mary that Jesus will be destined to be the rising and 

falling of many
• The ultimate reversal of who is first and who is last

 New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary6

 http://www.jewfaq.org/prophet.htm7
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• He sings his song, the Nunc Dimitis, proclaiming Jesus to be a light to 
the Gentiles

• As the former ArchBishop Rowan Williams  says, a light to those who 8

are outside of the light, those on the margins
• The Gentiles were outside of God’s chosen people, beyond salvation, 

until now.  
• Simeon also says that a sword will pierce Mary’s own soul as well
• Jesus and Mary will not only be presented and blessed, they will also be 

broken
• Jesus physically on the cross, and Mary emotionally in her grief

• God takes what is presented, disassembles it, and remakes it into 
something better, something Holy

• Malachi, in our Old Testament reading this morning, describes this 
process as a like a refiner’s fire

• Removing impurities, creating only the purest form of the metal 
• the best version of what that metal was created to be

• Mary, Jesus, the bread and wine, and us too: presented, blessed, 
broken, refined, and used by God

• The Feast of the Presentation may be a little foreign to us- we may not 
get to celebrate it very often
• We may even over look it some years by accident
• And certainly the religious purification of a new mother after child birth is 

thankfully no longer needed 
• Still, we find in this Holy Celebration a great example for us to follow
• The Holy Family, doing everything they believed God desired of them, 

faithfully presenting themselves for God’s work
• Whatever that might that might ultimately mean

• What could God accomplish if we all did that?
• God’s kingdom only needs willing hearts and minds
• Today, the Presentation challenges us to present ourselves to God: to 

be blessed, broken, transformed 
• And used by God to further the kingdom

• Doing so will make us lights to the world, a light to those who have 
none, who are on the margins,

 Rowan Williams, retrieved 2/1/2020, https://www.youtube.com/watch?8

v=ya4RgkvF7OQ&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3EHxhUf0QnGmLDSnutia-0H86b1a9zsFaAM
MNu5VxAqdGzm5h7WsmiAVU
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• Bringing good news in the darkest of times and places
• As one of our offertory sentences says,
• “Present yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 

which is your spiritual worship. “

Amen.
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