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Year A Advent 1


Isaiah 2: 1-5

Romans 13:11-14

Matthew 24:36-44


“The Long and Short Wait”


• I double check my watch.  

• I double- no triple- check my phone for the gate number

• I check the time again, confirming my watch and phone agree

• I look around for something to do, or to eat, or a coke machine

• I pull out my phone, the ultimate distraction and numbing tool on the 

planet, and I proceed to numb myself as the time passes

• I hate waiting, and airport terminals seem to be the worst.  

• They are making huge strides these days in creating airport terminals to 

be better at distracting us while we wait

• But there is something inherent for me about waiting idly, while 

simultaneously worrying I will be late and miss the flight

• Which is next to impossible, because I have arrived two hours early, 

already checked in

• Have 3 different forms of notification should the gate change


• And yet, it is an exhausting form of waiting.  

• I once floated a theory to my wife that I believed airports were powered 

not by electricity,

• But by the life force of the people who were in there waiting- slowly 

draining us dry each minute that went by.  

• I can be a little dramatic at times, when tired and stressed… 


• You might say I am not good at waiting.  

• Then consider just how hard it is to wait on something of more 

consequence, of things that are health related

• Things that affect the lives of the people we love, either good or bad, 

close by or at a distance

• Things that affect our health, our lives, or even our deaths. 

• And yet, being able to breath and move within these in-between times 

is something that we must all do.  

• As Christians, it falls to us to live within just such a place in God’s 

universal timeline

• Somewhere in between the arrival at the airport, and the departure to 

the wonderful places we are going
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• Somewhere in between the creation in Genesis, and the victory in 
Revelation


• In between our Gospel today, and Isaiah.  

• If we begin with our Gospel for today, from Matthew, chapter 24

• It is right at the end of Jesus’ ministry, where very soon plots will be 

revealed and Judas will betray him

• Jesus is in some sense waiting as well… for what he undoubtedly 

knows what will come

• He tries to prepare this disciples for the events that they will soon face

• He has just in the preceding verses predicted the destruction of the 

temple, which we know as Matthew was being written down had 
already come about


• And now Jesus talks about some being taken, and some being left

• And the element of the unknown when it comes to what will happen to 

them and when 

• And to the larger unknown, and unknowable, of God’s timeline for 

creation.  

• This passage has become infamous thanks to those Left Behind 

novels, where people vanish, and cars and planes crash, etc. 

• I found it particularly interesting in reading some of the commentaries 

on this passage that there is disagreement on what Jesus is saying 
1

• He mentions Noah, who rather than being washed away or 
disappearing like the others around him


• Was rescued because of his obedience in building the ark- Noah was 
left behind, or left out of the judgment and destruction


• And as Jesus then talks about two people in the field, and two people 
grinding meal together


• And one is taken, or swept away, is that a good thing or a bad thing?

• Another hint here may be that at the time Matthew was written, not only 

was the temple already destroyed

• But the first round of persecutions were beginning, and Christians were 

literally being snatched out of their homes and off the street

• They were not being rescued or raptured- they were being arrested and 

executed.  

• Jesus goes on to talk about a thief who breaks into the house and 

surprises the owner

• Perhaps once again alluding to the truth of the first century Christians 

that they were not safe in their homes and they could be taken


 PulpitFiction, https://www.pulpitfiction.com/notes/advent1a, retrieved 11/27/191

Page  of 2 5

https://www.pulpitfiction.com/notes/advent1a


• Leaving their families wondering where they went and having no 
closure.  


• I am unconvinced that this passage has anything to do with the 
rapture, and much more to do with the reality this community faced


• The constant waiting for the worst.  Waiting for news about loved ones, 
waiting for their own capture.  


• Looking into this reality, Jesus’ admonition is to be watchful, be 
awake… do not numb yourselves, do not distract yourselves


• But be on guard.  There is much more to come before the end.  

• Do not become complacent in the promise of God’s salvation, but be 

on the lookout to live the life God has asked of us.  

• Even as things change, and seem to come unraveled, even when 

looking face to face with death itself

• Don’t lose hope even as you wait.  

• Can you imagine how asking these early Christians who are enduring 

more persecution and death than we can imagine,

• How it must have sounded for Jesus to say, be on guard, and have 

hope.

• In the short wait, the moment to moment, when you don’t know what is 

going to happen next.  

• And yet I do think that within what Jesus is saying, in addition to being a 

message for these ancient Christians and their current circumstances

• Jesus is pointing towards a larger wait, a long wait, a wait that we all 

participate in as we look towards God’s fulfillment of the big plan

• Even in the daily reality that these believers faced, there is hope in 

something bigger.

• It is from these ancient Christian’s past, the Scriptures that Matthew’s 

community would have grown up hearing

• It is from the prophets that these persecuted early believers heard 

hope, and that we too hear hope

• Isaiah writes that the Lord’s house shall be established on the highest 

mountain- that is very symbolic 
2
• High up so as to be admired, a place that nations will “stream” to 

because it will be so wonderful 

• A place on a high mountain top where no one can attack it or lay siege 

to it- it will be forever safe

• And there justice is brought to the nations and peoples 


 Soards, Marion; Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary, page 262
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• An almost unimaginable peace will prevail, will people no longer 
needing to defend themselves and no longer willing to attack


• Their weapons will no longer be needed and they will use them for 
other things, like swords being used to plow the ground


• And people will no longer learn war anymore.  
3
• Can you for a moment imagine such a place and such a time? 

• Let’s put it in modern context: a time when the $700 billion is given to 

the Corp of Engineers instead of the defense budget

• Because we do not need to defend? There is no threat? 


• A time when no one argues about the second amendment because 
there is no need for self defense either


• When there is no tribe or division within humanity, but instead we are all 
simply God’s children


• That is God’s dream, God’s hope for us and for the world.  

• Before this can come to pass, many things will have to change, most 

notably the human heart

• Many truths and realities that we now accept will come to an end

• It is what God is working toward and will eventually bring about

• That’s the hope, the goal, the end of all that God is working on

• This is the long wait, the final product of what God is creating.  


• Right here in these two readings on this first Sunday of Advent is the 
very themes that Advent asks of us

• It is today that the church celebrates its “new year” or sorts, or the 

beginning again, and retelling the story 

• We are called to an active waiting, a happy anticipation of the work 

God is going to do in us, 

• And how God is going to use us to work in the world.  

• We are asked to wait…

• The long and the short wait.  

• Because of this hope: that God is not finished with the world…

• The God who created everything is still creating, still perfecting this 

masterpiece of a universe

• Still undoing and clearing out what is no longer needed, and creating 

something new.  

• Calling us to be a part of the new creation by becoming a new creation 

ourselves.  
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• Still inching toward that vision found in Isaiah, refusing to give up on us 
and on this world


• It is also true of this parish- God is still building here.

• Just this last week we witnessed our deacon Laurie’s farewell, after 

attending here for many years, and serving for almost 10 as our deacon

• Before that, many other changes in this parish over the last 10 years

• And I guarantee more to come… because we are not finished.  

• God is not finished with St. Michael’s 


•
• And God is not finished with you and me either, in the short wait, in the 

immediate moments in our lives.  

• Remember that little song, “he’s still working on me…”?  

• It is such a cute song when little kids are singing about growing up and 

what God is going to do with them

• For adults, it’s still true

• And it inevitably means change… and waiting… and the ending of 

some things to make room for others.  

• Where are the construction zones in your life? Where is God reordering 

things?  Where is God busy making something new? 

• You see, theologically speaking, I do not believe that everything that 

happens, happens for a reason

• I think there are things that happen that make God sad and angry and 

frustrated, and that are NOT a part of the plan- it’s called sin, and 
death.


• None of them meant to be, or will be in the end when this vision in 
Isaiah comes to pass


• I don’t think everything happens for a reason, but I do believe in the 
hope that when things happen

• God is right there, in the middle of it with us, crying with us, and 

turning disaster areas into future construction zones.  

• Where in your life are the disaster areas that God is working to turn into 

construction zones?

• Where are you waiting this year?  

•
• And so we wait, and we hope, and we trust that God is working out 

something amazing this Advent

• In the Long and the Short wait.  


Amen.  
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