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Malachi 4:1-2a
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Luke 21:5-19

“Building with God”

• It’s been a while since I told you a story about Gaius
• He is just now emerging from a lego phase that has lasted for years
• We have two gigantic blue bins that hold all of this kits- he keeps them 

sorted in baggies so that the pieces do not get mixed up
• I know- He’s very serious about it, and just like his mother.
• While nerf is now our favorite thing right this moment, I have a feeling 

that we are not finished with the legos
• Who knows how many bins we will end up with when it’s all said and 

done. 
• He likes to build the sets and follow the directions, 
• But he also enjoys building things that are imaginary, or as those LEGO 

movies recently said, things only a master builder could imagine and 
build

• He builds a space ship, shows Katy and me, and then flies off to refine 
his design with a new engine, laster, or fin

• Then he’s back again.  
• And when it is all over, he takes everything apart piece by piece and 

puts them up for next time- every piece must be separated 
• And there’s the lesson, and how this applies I think to today’s readings.  
• Because you cannot build something new while the old thing is still 

together.  
• There is some inherent disassembly, inherent de-struction, that is 

required
• As we near Advent and the beginning of our liturgical calendar, our 

readings begin to get a little more apocalyptic
• We will hear about judgment, about a new creation, and about Jesus’ 

second coming
• And before we start all over, we are going to hear about God’s grand 

finale, what we have been building too for the last 12 months
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• It’s good to hear it, I think, even it preaching about the end times is not 
my favorite subject

• Because we are reminded that what we see here and now, the way the 
world is today, is not the end of the story

• God in fact is still working just as hard now as God has been all along
• Working on a project, creating something all together new and 

improved, and perhaps disassembling some things that are not the plan
• And I think hoping we will join along and help.

• This reading from Malachi is but a tiny window into a much larger text
• This is the part of the book where there is judgment, and the righteous 

are rewarded while the evil are punished
• Earlier in the previous chapter we get a more rounded picture of what 

Malachi is describing
• God is working to purify God’s people like a refiner’s fire
• Wanting to melt the impurities, purify the people, and bring them into a 

better relationship with God.  
• It is a lot more apocalyptic than what you and I usually enjoy, but the 

themes are still there
• God is working on a cosmic building project, much like a blacksmith 

works iron
• God is working on a the hearts of God’s people.  

• I once had a friend who liked to discuss matters of faith and belief
• We had some of the best conversations in part because he was very 

skeptic about it all, especially religion
• He one day shared with me he disbelief that this vision was even 

possible
• He said that what it means to be human, the very definition of humanity 

would have to change before this vision could come to pass
• At the present time with people they way they were, this was not 

possible
• I think he was on to something- indeed, what it means to be human was 

going to have to be different before such peace could prevail
• God is recreating, redefining what it means to be here on this earth- a 

new earth
• A place where being a human no longer includes the ability to hurt in 

order to get ahead
• No longer includes the need for self-defense, because no danger would 

exist
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• Imagine what that would mean for us today- no need for stand your 
ground laws

• No need for insurance, for a federal defense budget
• No need for borders, detainment centers, or deportations 
• The world we know remade into something better because the people 

will be recreated into something more what God intends for us. 
• That is indeed a very ambitions divine project, yet it is what I think God 

is up to
• Fast forward about 400-500 years  from Malachi, and we find Jesus and 1

the disciples walking in the temple together 
• It is more or less the same temple from the Old Testament times
• It had seen its share of conflict, but is largely the same structure
• It had recently even been refurbished by Herod the Great2

• But being there, and being in their time and place, was not easy
• The feelings surrounding the temple were a terrible contradiction : 3

God’s temple was huge and beautiful- awe inspiring no doubt
• Yet it had been funded by Herod, Rome’s puppet king

• Herod primarily wanted to compete with Pagan kings and temples of 
old

• In other words, he had something to prove rather than wanting God’s 
temple to be a place of beauty

• Still, it had to have been impressive in both size and beauty
• Jesus then turns a little dark, and predicts that every stone will be 

overturned, and the temple will be rebuilt in three days
• Of course, the author of Luke had a dual meaning wrapped up in this 

prophecy
• Jesus, his body being the temple, would in fact be destroyed, and would 

then be raised in three days
• But also the temple itself would be destroyed in a matter of 50 years or 

so
• Actually, by the time the Gospel of Luke was written, the temple had 

already been destroyed4

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Malachi#Period1

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusalem#Construction2

 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=18533

 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=18534
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• Rome destroyed the temple and banned all Jews from the city5

• Luke was right again- Jerusalem would rise from those ashes as well
• Jesus predicts that the time is very near when God will accomplish what 

Isaiah has predicted
• But before that things are going to get rough for Christians
• Some early Christians took that warning very seriously and literally, and 

some even went off to the desert to wait for Jesus’ return
• Some, like those addressed in 2 Thessalonians, stopped working and 

put their whole life on hold believing the end was days or weeks away
• We get a peek of this attitude in 2 Thessalonians, where the author was 

admonishing believers to not be idle or busy bodies6

• Instead of stopping life and simply waiting for God to make all things 
well, we are told to work and to not be weary in doing what is right

• We must get involved.  
• We should be helping in the remaking, the rebirth of creation.  
• God’s construction project.

• It seems that what Jesus knew to be true, and perhaps even my friend 
who wondered about this new perfect earth
• Was that in order to get to where God wants us to be, first there would 

have to be some undoing
• Some destruction before some new construction can start, some 

refiner’s fire melting away the defects and the impurities
• Jesus points to the temple, with some foreshadowing of events to come 

and its destruction
• Yet that was not the end of Judaism, and instead it adapted into a 

Synagogue centered faith, rather than a temple one
• And Jesus’ own death- through it came a renewed connection to God, 

and a new hope in life eternal
• And a renewed promise in God’s recreating work
• And it certainly applies to you and me in our life
• I can only wonder what else must be removed or torn down in order to 

make way for God’s new kingdom today
• As we look both inward and outward, so many things do not measure up 

to God’s ideal

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusalem#Construction5

 http://montreal.anglican.org/comments/cpr33m.shtml6
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• God’s work toward this new creation is an invitation for us to participate 
alongside of God

• To help change one life, provide one act of kindness and generosity of 
spirit

• To change the world one person and one act at a time, a cosmic grass 
roots effort

• If we allowed God to transform us, and then worked with God to 
transform others, the whole world would have no choice but to change

• God is saying to us: go get your tools… let’s get to building.  

Amen.
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