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Friday, October 11, 2019


Rector’s Stewardship sermon

Herb Miller’s New Consecration Sunday


Luke 17:11-19


“The other nine… where are they?”


• Back in seminary, I will never forget something that our dean said to us 
seniors

• This was the token catchall class called Anglican Polity, and was always 

taught by the Dean

• This was Rev. Gary Hall, who later went on to be the dean of the national 

cathedral

• He told us, with a straight face…

• It is easier for me to get you to talk about your sex lives, than it is to talk 

about your money

• It was very true!  

• But today is my opportunity as your rector to talk about money

• This is designed to be the nuts and bolts sermon, later on you will hear 

more about the spiritual aspects of giving

• This is my chance to talk about the church, about the budget, 

• And about the process by which the church continues its life and ministry 

through those things

• In two weeks, as you will hear more about at the announcement time

• In two weeks we will have our Celebration Sunday, the big day, the 

mystery answer to the messages “It’s Coming!” all over the church

• We were trying to have a little fun there

• Cause we do this every year, every year around this time, during the full 

speed business of the fall program year here at St. Michael’s

• We take a minute to ask you to consider your support for the parish next 

year

• That is in two weeks- Oct 27. 

• We will complete our pledge cards in church at the end of that service, 

and then go to the lunch after to celebrate the work we will be doing in 
2020


• 2020… can you believe it?? 

• I think we each have someone from whom we learned about money

• Who was your money mentor? 

• For me, it was hands down my mother
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• She is a banker, so she knew how important things like credit scores and 
responsible use of debt were


• She also taught me to type on a typewriter, how to balance a checkbook, 
and how to give to the church. 


• Growing up, we were working low-middle class.  

• So I never went hungry, but we also did without many of the luxuries that 

other kids had

• Family vacations were important to us, but often it meant that the credit 

card bill was coming in the mail for a year after

• But they sacrificed, they worked hard providing a stable home for me and 

my brother

• And the older I get the more grateful and the more I admire them for that… 

they went without many things so that we could have them

• When I graduated with a computer science bachelors degree, my starting 

salary was within two thousand dollars of my parents combined income

• And they were raising two teenage boys


• I hope I’m not oversharing, I do hope we can demystify money just a little

• I would much rather here about your money than your sex lives, so …

• All of that about my parents to put this into perspective… 

• I remember seeing those checks made out to Mt. Zion Baptist Church, in 

my mother’s familiar cursive hand writing 

• Made out for $20, and put in the plate as it came around

• It was not a lot of money, $20 does not buy much, especially in terms of 

church staff

• Which is our primary resource and expense at St. Michael’s

• Not a lot of electricity for the heating and cooling


• But it was her gift

• And I knew just how much that gift was- it was huge

• It made a huge impact on me.

• My mother- and she and I have talked about this over the years- my 

mother taught me about money

• The banker- I balance to the penny, can’t help it

• Katy and I budget down to fine details each month, we make decisions 

about what’s important- 

• Like reliable cars and eating together as a family (both cooked meals and 

in restaurants)

• Like saving for college and retirement 


• And what is not important-

• Like cable TV, or the latest iPhone this year… they are really expensive 

now! 
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• But each year, we also whip out that budget spreadsheet, we calculate 
our tithe, our ten percent


• And we pledge it- most to the church, but some goes to other places too

• So why did my mom do that, why do Katy and I do it today? 

• I want to run through three reasons here, in my remaining time, for you to 

consider

• First, is there is obligation

• Second is that there is a need in the budget

• And lastly, and this is the the one I want to leave you with and want you to 

really consider

• I am giving because I NEED to give.  For my own sake 


• Obligation- I’ve done this one- we’ve all done this one

• I’ve given because of what I thought God wanted

• Of what I thought other people wanted and expected

• Of fear of judgment and shame

• I remember getting my first job at a grocery store and I was 15

• For a 15 year old, $6.50/hr was good money back then- better than fast 

food and such

• I remember being called out in Sunday School because I had not given to 

the church yet… 

• It brought a mix of guilt, shame, and all of a sudden I was put in a different 

group because I had “a lot of money” for a teenager

• So I gave some, a little bit, because of that obligation

• But it was not, and would never be, a big driving factor in my life to give

• Never would I even approach 10% because of guilt, or shame, or 

obligation

• I suspect that’s true for you too

• Does God expect us to give, you bet.

• But there’s better ways to consider it, rather than guilt and shame, and 

we’ll get there in a minute.  

• This is usually not a way to be a joyful giver, who gives out of abundance 

and gratitude

• Secondly, a reason we might give is that there is a need: 

• On behalf of St. Michael’s, let me tell you there is plenty of need here.  

• And honestly, if we get extra money, we will go full speed in growing and 

expanding the work we do

• Our budget, is like 90% percent of pledges and offering plates! 

• The Dayschool is helping a little these days, but we have no endowment 

or big fund that produces lots of interest

• This church lives year to year on what you give
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• We have been trying to climb out of a minor deficit budget for a few years 
now, there is plenty of need and opportunity for us


• I’m sure everyone can think of a place where the budget used do more- 
there is room to grow it


• A church exists and does ministry in a couple of primary ways: 

• Through its members who volunteer- they give and create ministry with 

their time, and their passion

• And through the budget, where we can pay for things that we do not 

have volunteers to do.  

• Where we can hire and retain competent and passionate staff to create 

and enable our ministry as baptized Christians

• Not to mention maintain a facility that helps us worship, pray, and 

collaborate

• These two things are always working hand in hand- the budget and the 

people- to do this work

• So in two weeks, I am asking you to give because we need it, because 

there is not only need but opportunity here

• But that is not why most people give…


• Back when I was a kid, I was a Missionary Baptist… I don’t see eye to eye 
with them now theologically or socially

• But they were a good, loving church home to me, for the most part

• Now the Baptist church I found in college was a different story, and was 

the reason I left… 

• But my childhood church, they didn’t do pledge cards once a year…

• Oh no, you got the money sermon quarterly, if not more, depending upon 

the need

• You’ve all heard of altar calls, where the music goes on and on, and you 

sing every verse of the hymn and then start over again

• All waiting for someone to walk down the aisle.  

• Well, they would also pass the plate a second time, if the first round didn’t 

get enough! 

• Singing “I surrender all!”

• Maybe I’m embellishing a bit


• But the first time I was in an Episcopal Church and we had a pledge card 
that we filled out one time a year


• And that was it! I loved it!  I thought, this is perfect!

• Can you imagine? A pledge card and stewardship season being a relief 

instead of a burden- it’s true, every year

• Lastly, and this is truly where I want to be as a Christian, and as a priest

• It is where I want you to be as a baptized member of this parish
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• It is giving because, frankly, we need to give.  

• And God knows we need to.  

• Because giving is a really effective way to grow gratitude, use the things 

God has given you for the Kingdom

• And to make sure, as our stewardship guest preacher has said, and might 

say to you in two weeks

• “make sure we own and use our money, and not that our money owns 

and uses us.”  
1
• Sure, we have a duty as Christians, yes, the church has need and 

potential

• But even if none of that were true, this still is

• God calls us to be cheerful givers as one way to keep our hearts focused 

on God and not on this world

• It is one way to express and cultivate gratitude, something very lacking in 

our world today

• This is where I want to be… each year I want to be more and more of this 

kind of giver

• This is the type of giving that is transformative.  

• This is the type of giving that comes from a heart that knows just how 

much it has received

• Like the gospel today- 1 out of ten came back to say thanks to Jesus

• I suspect that is a subtle nod to the tithe, by the way. 


• One returns, the other 9, Jesus says, where are they?  

• They are likely good people, who in their joy of being healed got caught 

up in the moment

• Forgot to say thank you, missed a chance to take this physical 

transformation and bring it into the heart

• This year, we are doing a new Stewardship program, it is responsible for the 

“It’s coming” mystery signs

• A guest preacher

• And also a catered lunch on Oct 27.  

• Please be a part of this- there’s no shame here.  

• Only a chance to give back to God out of gratitude, longing for 

transformation, and to equip this place for its work in the world.  

• The other nine… where are they?  I hope they are planning to come to 

Celebration Sunday on Oct 27 with all of you.


Amen.  

 The Rev. Gregg Morris1
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