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• A few years I watched a show on Netflix from the series Black Mirror 
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• I love this show- it’s like science fiction meets dystopia 

• Every episode is different, and they are very creative. 

• In this one episode, social media had taken on a whole new function 

in society 

• Everyone received a rating from everyone else after every interaction

• You buy coffee, you get to rate the person selling it, and they get to 

rate you

• It was public, right there for everyone to see, what you were worth.  

• Everything you did was rated, and you got a score.  

• Entire caste systems came out of this score

• What you could buy, do, and who you could know all based on that 

score

• The brilliance of course is that the show was revealing something 

about us that is already true to some extent… 

• That’s what science fiction does.  

• Ultimately the main character bottoms out, and frees herself from the 

system

• I found the exercise of imagining an entirely other economic system to 

be challenging

• It’s hard because I take so much for granted, or all of the assumptions 

that I simply inherited because of the country and culture I grew up in

• I remember learning the hard way about sales tax as a kid- I had $10 

and I wanted a $10 toy… 

• I caught my dad off guard and he had no money with him… I didn’t get 

the toy

• I had to learn that the sticker price is not the whole picture.  

• And I’m already teaching my son how to move through our particular 

culture and economy… 

• Teaching him about taxes, chores… about saving, earning


 Black Mirror Episode Nosedive, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1

List_of_Black_Mirror_episodes#Series_3_(2016)
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• About the inherent tension between spending on what you enjoy, on 
what you need


• And about delayed gratification on what you might want or need 
tomorrow.  


• We are all so embedded that sometimes it is hard to imagine anything 
else


• That’s what I want you to do with me this morning- try and imagine 
what it might be like if those basic assumptions were different. 


• Jesus is also making some serious social commentary on the 
economic system of his day


• And using parables about money and economy, he takes his listeners 
from where they are, to imagining what could be.  


• We have to work to better understand both to get to the kernel of truth 
in this parable 


• To help us understand the currency, if you will, in God’s Kingdom

• This particular parable of Jesus is probably one of the hardest, if you will, 

most mysterious

• It takes the most work to unpack.  

• Of course this is the one I get for my first sermon back since my leave! 

• It’s ok, let’s see what we find here

• Remember- Scripture is not a rule book, it’s not a history book, 

although it contains both of those

• Reading scripture is like going on an archeological dig.  You have to 

scrape away the dirt and dust to get to the real find

• In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus tells this parable about a manager who gives 

out favors for his own personal gain.  

• It catches our attention because it can seem that Jesus is saying if our 

intentions and reasons are right, we can be dishonest.  

• Now that is not the case, for we have those 10 commandments just 

sitting there with "do not lie” and “do not steal”

• So I think we can safely conclude Jesus is not saying to break two of 

the commandments… 

• So what is it that Jesus wanted his hearers to hear?  

• When it comes to land owners, managers and workers, the setup in the 

ancient world was something like this: 

• Wealthy land owners did not live nearby- they lived in the “nice” places 

that they could afford

• They lived off of the wealth generated by their land

• They hired managers, like this one, to make good business decisions 

on their behalf
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• And also to maximize their profit.  

• I think it was in history class I once saw a chart clearly outlining that 

these landowners were about 1% of the population

• But they owned everything.  Everything.  

• Everyone else was just trying to eek out a living, including our manager 

here

• The workers were often trapped between being destitute, and working 

in these tenant farms with poor conditions

• The manager’s job is a squeeze from both sides- he’s caught between 

the landowners who will fire him if the profit is bad

• And balancing relationships with workers and clients

• These stewards were known for padding the invoices, raising prices to 

skim a little off the top for themselves, 

• Maybe even shortchanging the workers of their pay if they could get 

away with it

• He also functions like the manager at a restaurant… if a customer is 

not happy he can comp a meal, or offer a free dessert, or a coupon for 
next time maybe.


• The manager was tasked with running the place- and all of this back 
and forth was so normal that it was just a way of doing business


• The whole system designed to use people to make the most money 
2
• The owner accuses the man of squandering his property… I think that’s 

code I think for failing to make a big enough profit.  

• And he is given notice.  

• He bottoms out much like that person in the Black Mirror episode I 

mentioned, and he is no longer driven by the priorities of the system

• No longer tied to making profit for the landowner and all costs, no 

longer interested in raising prices to make himself more money

• He begins thinking differently… Something else is now important.  

• He begins to discount invoices to build up relationships, probably out 

of his own skimming and markups

• He was hoping this strategy would make him some friends, and get 

him a job somewhere else later.  

• In the end, he ends up doing his job better thanks to the clearance sale

• He strengthens the landowners relationships with the existing clients, 

and in the end the landowner is happy about it.  

• Jesus concludes, be shrewd.  Use this dishonest system, this 

dishonest and unjust setup that you are stuck in


 https://www.pulpitfiction.com/notes/proper20c2
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• Use it wisely, and for the Kingdom of God.  

• In fact, be a little reckless, be a little prodigal, be willing to take a risk 

and use what you have for God 

• Like God does for us.  


• I know it’s not a clean, tied-up-in-a-bow ending, and the manager was 
not acting altruistically

• I know that the entire economic system was corrupt, and had trapped 

everyone in it- they were stuck.

• I’ve come to believe that the dishonesty within this parable is not the 

manager discounting customers’ bills- that was already his job

• Setting prices, keeping people happy, maximizing profit even when it 

means taking a hit now for the sake of a possible future business deal

• I’ve begun to see the dishonest wealth that Jesus speaks of as a 

criticism of the entire dishonest, taking people for granted, system.

• Now hear what Jesus is saying: use everything, even the dirty, 

dishonest, corrupt economic to further God’s work

• And isn’t that the amazing part… God was able to use even this selfish 

manager, this corrupt system, 

• And take it and turn it into something that built up the Kingdom of God.  

• That’s a bigger miracle to me than 5 loaves and 2 fishes… 

• And just imagine if we went even further, if we saw these resources, 

especially our money, as tools for the Kingdom

• If we were shrewd about what we have been given… 

• Instead of using people to make money, what if the whole economy 

was setup to use money to help people.  
3

• If we lavishly used everything at our disposal for God’s work, what 
could God accomplish then? 


• No really, do not steal or embezzle, don’t lie, don’t cheat… but use 
what you have and what you can for the Kingdom- valuing people


• Even in an imperfect and sinful world.

• And yet still, I think there is more to this parable than even that

• There’s some insight here into God’s economy, into God’s currency 

perhaps

• Or what replaces money as the goal

• What God wants us to value, to save, to work for

• This parable is situated immediately following the Prodigal Son 

parable , in which the father welcomed home the son with open arms
4

 https://www.pulpitfiction.com/notes/proper20c3

 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=17834

Page �  of �4 5

http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1783


• Essentially clearing ledger of what the son had done, had wasted, 
because his son was more important than all of that


• Immediately before that, it was the “lost and found” parables, with the 
women looking for the coin


• And the shepherd leaving the 99 for the 1 lost sheep

• And now the manger throwing personal profit to the wind, begins to 

seek out other people and help them, even if driven by selfish motives

• Each of these parables points us to how God measures worth

• And just how generous God is when it comes to our ledgers, and how 

generous God wants us to be with each other.  

• We are quite guilty I think, both as a society and individually, of keeping 

ledgers of people’s worth

• Perhaps it is not so obvious or blatant as that episode of Black Mirror 

we started out with, but we still assign value, we still rank people

• We still decide who is worth believing, and worth befriending

• Who is worth admittance.  

• Who is worth medical care.

• Who is worth protection.

• We still rank people based on what they can do for us

• The more I learn about the Roman Empire’s economy, the more I realize 

it is not too different after all.  

• But even in the midst of an unjust system, we can… we are called… to 

be a part of a different economy

• To live with one foot here, and one foot in something totally different.  

• In a different set of values, in a different world that measures people 

each fully as children of God

• I dare say, that within the bounds of honesty, and legality, with full 

appreciation for ethical considerations (laws and commandments)

• With all of that, we would be much better if we, whenever we had the 

chance, valued people like God does.  

• If we were willing, whenever was right and good, to change the ledgers 

and help create a more equal and just system.  

• To build up a different type of currency, the kind God has, the kind that 

says it is the people who matter the most

• If we used all that we had and were in the pursuit of God’s goals, how 

much better off this unjust world might be.  

• So I say to you- go forth- be shrewd, use everything you have. 

• Change some ledgers for God.  


Amen.  
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