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Genesis 18:1-10a

Luke 10:38-42


“God’s camouflage”


• Not too long ago Gaius and I had a day off together and we headed to 
the city

• One upside to being a priest and working on Sundays is that I get a 

day off in the week to balance it out

• And when Gaius is not in school, he will often request that instead of 

summer camp, he and I go have some fun

• I love it- I know these days are numbered

• On this particular day, we headed to the Shedd Aquarium on what was 

I think a free admission ay

• We walked around, looked at the animals, the big ones are always 

impressive, the otters are great and cute

• But the ones that caught our interest this particular day were the ones 

that were hard to find

• They almost shape-shift, or transform- natural camouflage that fits in 

perfectly with their natural environment

• It became a little friendly competition between G and myself who could 

find the creature first. 

• He’s really good.  

• And you leave with not only an appreciation of just how good these 

critters can hide, blend in

• But how much attention is required to see through the camouflage

• And then there were those moments when, looking for the hidden 

creature in what I suspect was an empty cage, 

• (never found some of them)


• I almost ran over Gaius, or into another visitor- I was so focused on 
trying to find the hidden that I failed to see what was right in front of me


• What a delicate balance we face as people of faith, of looking for the 
hidden without losing sight of the visible


• Let’s start with Mary and Martha, and our gospel from Luke

• We are picking up right where we left off last week, where Jesus told 

the lawyer how to be saved

• The lawyer asked, who is my neighbor?  


Page �  of �1 5



• Jesus told the parable of the Good Samaritan, a story all about doing 
things that are neighborly


• Flips the question on its head… Who does the man in the ditch think 
was his neighbor


• It is the person who needs a neighbor that gets to decide if you have 
been neighborly.  


• That’s a really high standard

• Who in this room has a perfect track record of being seen as 

neighborly? 

• It is important I think to hear that parable and interaction between 

Jesus and that lawyer 
1
• And feel the anxiety that it produces just a bit, so that when we get to 

Mary and Martha’s house with Jesus this morning, 
2
• We can have a bit more sympathy with what all goes on

• If you had Jesus and his entourage show up at your house immediately 

after hearing how neighborly you should be

• You might be a little anxious too, perhaps like Martha

• And like her, we all might be running around a little franticly trying to 

make sure everyone was served

• And that the great law of hospitality was honored fully.  That we were 

neighborly to the people in our home who needed it.

• Martha had gotten quite worked up, so much so that the word used 

here, translated as “distracted” 
3
• Shares the same root word as “spastic”


• It is used in Scripture in other places to describe the reaction when 
someone falls out of a windows


• And someone wailing in grief.

• I share that because I want us to see Martha in a very empathetic light, 

for we have all been there when we feel completely alone

• And are the only ones doing anything to improve the situation. 

• And it is reaching a boiling point, where if something does not change, 

this thing we are working toward will not get completed on time.

• For Martha, it was at least 15 people, but potentially a lot more, all in 

her house at meal time

• She looks around, only to see her sister sitting at Jesus’ feet doing 

seemingly nothing.  


 Pulpit Fiction, 7-19-19, Year C Proper 11 Podcast 1

 http://www.ucc.org/worship/samuel/july-21-2013.html2

 http://leftbehindandlovingit.blogspot.com/3
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• And she tells Jesus- no she snaps at him- and tells him to make Mary 
help.


• Perhaps we can empathize with Martha, but it is not a proud moment

• She has let it all get to her, and right in the thick of it has missed the 

most amazing thing- that Jesus is right there in her house!

• And in this case, there is no camouflage, no disguise

• It is only her own circumstance combined with the way she has let it 

get to her that has blinded her to him

• Mary, as Jesus says, sees, and is sitting at his feet completely oblivious 

to the work that needs doing

• Now Jesus is a brave person, for I am not sure I would have gotten in 

the middle of this particular sibling conflict, perhaps even a rivalry 

• But Jesus does say that Mary has chosen the better part, for at least 

she is fully present in her hospitality

• But let’s be honest- if everyone was like Mary, no one would eat. 

• It occurs to me that perhaps the take away for us after all these years is 

that while Mary was perhaps doing the better thing

• We would be better off imitating some mix of the two

• Perhaps first and foremost, keeping our eyes, our mind, and our hearts 

fixed on Jesus

• And secondly, keeping them there even when we are beyond busy, 

beyond stressed, and out of our depth.

• That perhaps the goal for us would be to find Mary’s peace, while still 

extending the hospitality like Martha.  

• Perhaps we could even describe this tension, this delicate walk 

between two extremes, as the combination of being and doing.  

• One final short example of what I am talking about, and it comes from 

our Genesis reading with Abraham this morning

• That we greet and care for the stranger because in doing so it might be 

the divine presence in disguise 

• Or as the old King James says: “for some have entertained angels 

unawares” (Hebrews 13:2) 

• Abraham sees three men come near his camp.

• This is no coincidence- three a holy number, a representation of what 

became understood as the Trinity for Christians much later

• But also three… because three men could pretty assuredly overpower 

one

• Abraham could have seen this as a threatening situation, depending 

upon the men’s true intent. 
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• Abraham, however, reacts quickly and righteously to these strangers, 
and insists they stay longer and eat.  


• Now let’s be honest- Abraham recognizes the opportunity, and 
immediately begins giving instructions to his wife and servants


• They do the actual work… 

• But all together- and this might be another big takeaway- all together 

they ensure that their household welcomes these visitors.  

• They as a household strike the perfect balance of hospitality, as well as 

presence and listening.  

• Perhaps Mary and Martha could have done something similar

• Perhaps you and I can take that lesson to heart as well, 

• That together we are much more able to not only be fully presence to 

God in our midst

• And to also “do the work”, so to speak

• It is this balance that seems to unmask God’s camouflage. 

• It is this balance that I think we should seek to create within us. 


• This summer, I’ve been reading a new book that I shared on Facebook

• A book by Krista Tippet called, Speaking of Faith: Why Religion Matters 

and How to Talk about it. 
4

• It is one of the better books on faith and religious- Krista has a way 
with words, that is for sure


• And a deep faith to back it up.  

• There was a bit in there about just how prevalent is this idea that God, 

and later Christ, is anonymously present in the world like a shape-
shifter


• She points out the lack of recognition and emphasis these stories get 
from scholars or from the church


• And as I read our lessons today, this idea of God in camouflage, or in 
disguise, appearing to us shown through


• Sometimes we, even while looking closely, have trouble seeing God- 
God has taken forms that are too unknown to us


• But sometimes, and I suggest to you more often than not, it is our eyes 
that are clouded by the busyness and stressfulness of our lives


• And we miss Jesus right in front of us

• And my friends, you and I live in a highly stressful, highly anxious time

• We live in a time marked by fear, both real and imagined, by 

polarization and extremes


 https://smile.amazon.com/Speaking-Faith-Religion-Matters-About/dp/01431131864
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• A time of easy dehumanization, and the terrible acts that can come 
after it


• How easily it is to be consumed and distracted by it all

• What better time than refocus our attention, as followers of Jesus 

Christ, on to this intrinsic piece to our faith

• That God, and God in Christ, could be wearing camouflage and sitting 

right next to us

• We could see the divine on the TV

• We could sit next to it on the train, or pass it on the highway

• Perhaps like Abraham, we may have to take a chance, take a risk, just 

to make sure we don’t miss it

• Perhaps like Mary and Martha, we must seek that peace deep in our 

hearts that keep us from getting too distracted by our busyness

• That we can still discover God even while we experience the stress that 

our lives may bring

• How different our lives, our world, could be if Christians paused for a 

moment and wondered-

• Could this person be Christ, in disguise, in camouflage? 


Amen. 
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