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2 Kings 5:1-14
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

“Where do we put our faith?” 

• Whenever my family and I get ready to go on a trip- whether it is a road 
trip to Arkansas
• Or a flight to somewhere more exotic
• We usually do not pack until the night before, maybe two nights before 

at the earliest!
• Instead, Katy and I begin a list on the Notes app of our phones, and we 

share it
• And the weeks leading up to the trip, as we think of things we are likely 

to forget, we add them to the list so we don’t
• Sunglasses, phone chargers, bathing suits are almost always on there
• Passports perhaps, HDMI adapter so we can watch our movies on the 

big TV in the hotel room
• All of the things that, when the packing begins in earnest, we are likely 

to forget because we are focused on clothes, shoes, and toiletries
• I even take out some traveling cash, just to be prepared, you know?  
• You just never know when the credit card might stop working due to a 

false fraud alert, or some random place might not take a card
• We usually make arrangements with a cab or uber to come get us at a 

scheduled time, so we know we can get to the airport with time to spare
• We wear comfortable clothes, shoes that are easily removed, no extra 

jewelry for metal detectors to worry about
• Or if we are driving, snacks and games for the long ride
• My point is, we tend to over pack and over prepare- it’s just how we are
• We don’t like surprises, we don’t like feeling uncertain or worried- we 

like being self sufficient 
• In order to bring balance to this automatic tendency of ours, we have a 

motto:
• “We are going to the beach, not to the desert wilderness. If we forget it, 

we can get it there.” ! 
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• Are you an over-packer too?  Or perhaps you just wing it 30 minutes 
before you leave…

• I was reminded of myself as I read about Naaman this morning
• As he comes to the prophet for healing, he comes prepared.   

• Naaman’s story is a unusual one in many ways
• To start, Naaman is a general in a foreign army, and yet the first mention 

is of God favoring him and giving him victories for his king
• I think it is significant here that Israel’s scripture would record God 

working beyond the boundaries of Israel
• Once the covenant is made with Abraham, God seems to focus 

primarily on Israel and the peoples they encounter
• They were God’s people
• But here, God’s activity in the world is much larger
• Perhaps this piece of scripture indicates Israel itself is growing in its 

understanding of how God works in the world 1
• That God moves in places they did not expect
• Naaman, even though a very successful Commander in a foreign army, 

is sick with leprosy
• There is a lot of negative stigma that accompanied this disease in the 

ancient world
• It was contagious, so the inflicted person was often kicked out of society
• Most likely considered the disease a punishment from their god
• And it was incurable.  
• A person infected with this bacteria suffer permanent nerve damage, 

skin damage, and many secondary infections2

• Naaman’s future looked bleak, even with his military success
• But Naaman has a slave girl from Israel, likely captured in a battle and 

brought back to this foreign land
• She offers Naaman a possible cure if he only could get to the prophet in 

Israel
• It is a little surprising that anyone listens to a servant, but both Naaman 

and the King take her suggestion seriously3
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 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leprosy2
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2010) 196

Page �  of �2 6

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leprosy


• He gathers up gold, silver, lots of clothes for the journey and for the first 
impressions 

• He brings along an entire entourage, and a letter from his King.  
• Prepared is an understatement 
• Naaman is ready to buy, impress, influence and pressure anyone 

necessary to get his cure. 
• He has power in the way that we expect, that the world expects
• But in these lessons this morning- here and in the gospel to come- I 

think God is emphasizing a different kind of power
• Because it is not the gold or the silver or the political influence that 

heals Naaman
• Healing comes through first the voice of a slave girl, captured in war, 

and serving at Naaman’s house
• Telling him to go see the prophet, a little prophet in her own right

• It comes next through another servant, this one working for Elisha, who 
convinces the great general to wash in the river

• Even though it feels too easy, ridiculous, and humbling
• Healing comes through Naaman’s own letting go of ego and pride, and 

opening himself up to these other voices that seem powerless 
• Of letting go of his faith placed in wealth and material possessions- they 

were of no help- and placing it in God
• It hints, I think, at more of what is to come in the life and ministry of 

Jesus Christ
• It is in this passage from Luke’s Gospel that Jesus sends out the 70 in 

pairs
• This is right in the middle of Jesus’ ministry, at one of the high points 

really
• He’s teaching, healing, and just in the last chapter he was Transfigured 

on the mount
• In the last chapter as well, he had given power to his 12 disciples, 
• And now he expands the ministry to 70 to go to places he himself 

wanted to go
• This scene is loaded: it emphasizes how Christian Ministry is not a solo 

adventure, but one best done with others
• It symbolized a reversal of Noah and the ark… animals were saved in 

pairs by removing them from the world
• Now the world is saved by the sending out of pairs
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• No matter whether the town receives them or not, the Kingdom of God 
has still come near

• It’s just that they won’t see it, or be able to participate in it, but it’s still 
there- the disciples are just proclaiming what is.

• If they reject you, go on your way- and implied here is not to call down 
fire from heaven on them-

• Go on your way and shake the dust off of your feet- do not take the 
rejection with you, don’t internalize it, but keep on going 

• And of course, the way in which Jesus sends them out is particularly 
relevant for me this morning

• Like lambs in the midst of wolves
• Unprepared… not even for the most basic of their needs, they have no 

food or water or money to get it
• They won’t know when or where their next meal will come from
• I am suspicious that Jesus hoped they would realize something
• That this extreme dependency on the people they meet would teach 

them the truth about their utter dependency on God
• That the vulnerability with which they go would open up lines of 

communication, interaction 
• And eventually trust that would otherwise not be possible between 

strangers who have no need of each other
• I suspect it is the same lesson of faith that Naaman also learned
• While there is nothing wrong with being prepared, or with packing a 

lunch
• I think there is something to be said in learning to place our lives in 

God’s hands, and our faith in the one who came to save us
• One little oddity about this passage from Luke comes with the mentioning 

of snakes and scorpions
• Jesus says that he has given them power to tread over snakes and 

scorpions, and all power of the enemy, and not get hurt
• But says not to rejoice in it
• I’ll tell you, there are churches down south that take this a bit literally
• They handle poisonous snakes as acts of faith, based on this passage
• I do not recommend it.  
• There are plenty of preachers and believers alike who have been bitten 

and even killed by those snakes
• Maybe this was a one time gift just to those 70, like the gift of tongues 

would be to the apostles in the upper room
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• Maybe Jesus was speaking about snakes and scorpions as 
representatives of evil, maybe alluding to the snake in the Garden of 
Eden

• Maybe, and this one is my current working theory, that as the disciples 
learned to trust more and more in God

• And learned how to be completely unprepared and vulnerable
• I think they feared less and less.  
• I think they began to fear less the unknown, the unpredictable, and even 

the tragedy that might befall them during their work
• The unknown was just factored in from the moment Jesus sent them out 

in pairs
• They no longer could do have faith in themselves, no longer could plan 

for every contingency, 
• No longer could be assured of food and water
• No longer could they assume they were safe
• Snakes and scorpions were just another risk among many that they 

learned to take daily in the name of Jesus
• They just didn’t matter as much anymore

• Their hearts and minds were consumed with something much bigger, 
something transcendent, something that only Jesus could give them

• In what do we place our trust today? 
• Being prepared is not a bad thing, it’s a good thing really
• Being wise and shrewd with what we have is also a good thing
• Working to make a safe and comfortable life- not bad either
• But there is a shadow side to some of that, it can sneak in and become 

something that we begin to put a little faith into
• That we have made ourselves safe.  
• That we are self-sufficient and do not need anyone else- do not need 

help.  
• And very slowly it can convince us that we really no longer need God 

either.  That we have it under control. 
• But you and I both know that it is a superficial peace, that faith is resting 

on shifting sand
• Because in a moment tragedy can strike, our lives can change forever
• In a moment all of our preparedness and our self-sufficiency can go out 

the window
• And we are left with just what Naaman eventually found when he could 

not heal himself
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• With what the disciples found when they could not even feed 
themselves

• We are left with our faith in God who is much more than all of that
• A God who says no matter what happens to you, I am there. 
• Even through snakes and scorpions, economic recessions, job 

searches, and housing crises
• Even through wars, death, sickness, and disappointment- do not fear
• A God who says, let go a little, and see what I can accomplish in you 

and in the people you meet
• A God who says, put your faith in me, and I will hold you in the palm of 

my hand, and you will know peace.  
• In what do we place our faith?  

Amen. 
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