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Year B Christmas Eve Propers 3


John 1:1


“Can you hear me now?”


• Do you remember that Verizon commercial from about 10 years ago? 

• A Verizon repair guy would go to distant places, and from his cell 

phone call in to check to make sure the network was working

• And that the signal was clear and strong

• He would of course say, “Can you hear me now?  Good.”

• His real name was Paul Marcarelli , and he even has his own Wikipedia 1

page!

• For almost a decade he advertised for Verizon touting their network’s 

availability and thorough testing

• He now, funny enough, advertises for Sprint.  

• This commercial was famous! And you know why?  Because it was so 

reflective of reality

• Because if you had a cell phone during this decade, then you inevitably 

experienced dead zones when you needed it the most

• Static before there was digital, and intermittent voices after it

• And of course the frustration of not hearing and not being heard!

• From me to you, of all my years of marriage with Katy, this was our 

Achilles heel in the early years:

• We would get so angry, and in retrospect it seem so silly

• Angry at the phone, at each other- just because we could not hear or 

understand, or be heard.

• I remember one conversation where I could hear Katy, but she 

couldn’t hear me

• And she was repeating more forcefully each time, I CAN’T HEAR 

YOU I CAN’T HEAR YOU

• And I just hung up.


• We have all been there, right? In some way or another, being heard and 
being understood is at the core of relationships


• Today I suspect a similar frustration exists as we try our best and fail to 
communicate well using 140 Twitter characters— 280 now, but it won’t 
make any difference


 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Marcarelli1

Page �  of �1 6



• Being understood is a luxury, and is difficult over distances and in 
unreliable mediums


• Tonight we hear the gospel of John, his prologue, and also the reading 
from Hebrews


• And you know what? I believe that God has experienced this exact 
same frustration.


• Of trying over and over again, repeating it over and over again 
throughout all of time, and not quite being heard clearly 


• Christmas may just be the ultimate attempt to get us to hear, clearly, 
the same message that has echoed through eternity.


• Each of the four Gospels in the Bible approach Jesus’ birth and the 
Christmas story a little bit differently

• The differences, I believe, each giving us something important about 

the miraculous birth of God’s son named Jesus

• Mark skips it all together, says nothing about Jesus’ birth, but picks up 

the good news starting at his Baptism.  

• This is when, for Mark, everything really got started, when Jesus 

began his earthly ministry as the Son of Man

• For Matthew, the birth was very important, and certainly important to 

his audience Jewish converts to the Christian community  

• Mary becomes pregnant thanks to the Holy Spirit, and an angel 

appears to Joseph in a dream

• Wise men came to see the “King of the Jews”, symbolizing Jesus’ 

ministry to peoples outside the nation of Israel

• Also taking time to remind Rome that the Emperor was not the real 

King

• The holy family fled to Egypt, and returned when it was safe, recalling 

the nation of Israel’s own Egyptian Exodus

• Luke too thought the birth was important and included it in his Gospel, 

but for different reasons

• In Luke the story begins in Nazareth where an angel announces the 

birth to come

• The emperor then declares a census is to be taken, and the holy 

family must go to Bethlehem and register

• They arrive and there is no room for them in the Inn, certainly 

foreshadowing his ultimate rejection by everyone, and his crucifixion

• They were forced them to find shelter in a barn, the most humble of 

starts

• There, in the least likely of places, the Son of God was born
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• And shepherds, reminiscent of King David who was a shepherd boy 
when first anointed, witnessed the divine birth.


• But John, John is in a category all his own.

• For John, the earthly context of Jesus’ birth is less important than the 

heavenly one

• Starting much before his baptism, further back than the night Mary 

brought a newborn into the world

• Going all the way back to Genesis 1, to God’s initial act of creation

• To the Word.

• The very Word now being spoken anew and in a way that everyone 

can hear it now.

• Our New Testament reading from Hebrews is really the key to this for me, 

for understanding John’s prologue

• And his unique addition to the Christmas story

• Now I like the birth narratives from Matthew and Luke just as much as 

anyone

• But when you begin to ask about the deeper meaning, the deeper 

implication to the angels singing and the wise men journeying

• I think Paul is correct here.  

• Paul writes that God, through out time, has been speaking to us.

• Our ancestors heard God through the prophets, that is mediated by 

them

• Before the prophets there was Moses, and God speaking through a 

burning bush

• Before him, there was Abraham and God visiting him and Sarah via the 

angels who came disguised as strangers

• Through each of these God’s Word was spoken, yet there remained a 

distance between humanity and its creator

• But in these last days, Paul says, God has spoken to us by a Son, 

through whom he created the worlds

• This time, there is no mediation

• This time, God’s very being and imprint has arrived

• This time there is no signal loss and no static to disrupt the message 

being sent

• The Word itself has come in the flesh to tell us a very important piece of 

Good news

• And how do you think something this important, something that has 

been in the works since the beginning

• How do you think The Word made flesh should have come about?

• In a way that none of us could have expected
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• Several years ago now I stumbled upon a video on Youtube, probably 
thanks to a facebook post or something


• A youtube video from the kids of St. Paul’s Church in Auckland, New 
Zealand 
2

• Not only are they adorable in their unique costumes and accents

• They retell this Christmas story in what has become, in my humble 

opinion, the very best retelling ever

• That’s high praise- I’ve been in church my entire life, and as you might 

suspect as a priest, I get exposed to quite a few of these things

• But hands down, they convey the spirit of the birth of Jesus in a way 

that touches me

• The link is in the sermon notes, and I even shared it once again on my 

Rev Jesse facebook page

• In this skit these kids performed, God is looking down from heaven, 

and is sad at what we have done

• Sad that there is so much distance between us and God

• Sad that the attempts to speak to us have never quite overcome that 

distance 

• So God decides to take action.

• God decides not to send an army of angels, but one person.  

• “They won’t be expecting that”, one particularly cute kid dressed up 

as an angel says.

• Then God decides not to send someone strong, but a newborn baby

• “They won’t be expecting that!” says the little angel


• And not a powerful king, but to a peasant girl

• “They won’t be expecting that!”


• And to top it all off, God sends in the prince of heaven.

• To be born in a stable, with animals, and hay, and poop, they say


• The one who had all power came to us with none

• The one who had created the very stars, sun, and light, came to us in 

the cold darkness of night

• The one who had armies of angels at his command, came to us as a 

vulnerable infant who needed feeding and who needed protecting

• No one expected that.


• So if we can assume, and I think we can, that God could have sent his 
son, the Word, into this world in any way God wanted

• Then the way in which Jesus came is just as important as what he said 

when we got here


 https://youtu.be/TM1XusYVqNY2
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• Feed the hungry, Jesus said, I imagine there were times Jesus and his 
family wondered about their next meal


• Clothe the naked, I wonder if Jesus and his family wore hand-me-down 
clothes until they were threadbare


• Blessed are the meek.  Because Jesus’s own people had been 
conquered, defeated, scattered and oppressed

• They had been refugees, they had been immigrants- they lived in a 

foreign land

• “Let he who has no sin cast the first stone”

• I wonder how many people chastised and looked down upon Mary for 

getting pregnant out of marriage

• And Joseph for marrying her anyway


• I think the way in which Jesus came to live among is just as important 
as any other part of the divine message


• And God’s unexpected strategy just might force us to look at the 
people we typically do not see, the invisibles


• And to confront how we treat those of us who are the most vulnerable 
in our world


• That maybe, if we believe that God could be born in the flesh under 
those circumstances so long ago


• That the divine might be huddled for warmth under a bridge in Chicago 
because he was huddled for warmth in a barn in Bethlehem


• Then maybe it will call forth form within us some compassion, and 
maybe we learn to love our neighbors just a little bit more


• And that is the message God wants us to hear the clearest, that is the 
message God came in person to tell us


• That it is love, compassion, and vulnerability that ultimately triumphs

• Power with, not power over.

• And upon that trajectory Jesus will grow up, be baptized, and start 

something that changes the world

• Can we hear God’s message, brought to us in the flesh, told to us not 

only in what Jesus taught and how he lived

• But even in the circumstances of his birth

• That it is not power, prestige, wealth, or fame that in the end will last 

and that in the end will matter

• It is vulnerability with each other, compassion for those we see in need

• It is gratitude to God for the gifts we have been given. 

• And, maybe the biggest part of it all, that God loves us, without 

qualification, without mediation, 

• In our failures, in our shortcomings, and even in the messes we make
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• And more than anything God wants us to be children of God, adopted 
into this new way of being


• Just one more little thing… and then I’ll be done

• Not too long ago I came across a saying that has deeply touched me, 

• Opened me up to thinking about God a little differently than I normally 

do

• I used it at the Requiem a couple of months ago, and originally saw it 

on Bishop Lee’s laptop screensaver

• “God is like an insomniac pacing the night sky searching for a way to 

reach us.”

• To communicate with us, to love us, and to have us love God back.

• The divine message, so important Jesus came in person to tell us

• The Word.  Spoken in the beginning, Woven into the fabric of creation. 

• Spoken in the flesh 2000 plus years ago

• Still speaking to us today… 

•
• Can we hear it now?  Good.


Amen.  
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