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“Missing out”


• The other day I noticed my son wearing his Chicago Cubs t-shirt 

• He is a Cubs fan even though he does not know one thing about the 

game of baseball

• He has a pendant on the wall, he sings that “Go Cubs Go” song that 

they learned at school- the whole nine yards

• And I thought about last year, early November, the leaves were falling 

and the air cool

• That final game of the world series between the Cubs and the Indians

• The score tied after nine innings

• Did you know I was watching this live on TV- that’s a big deal

• I’m not exactly a sports fan


• The first sports game on TV that I had watched- I mean really watched- 
in years- maybe ever


• It was magical! The next week or so you could simply feel the good will 
hanging in the air all across Chicago land


• I even found myself down in the city, and we all felt it, we all were 
happier, nicer, more smiles


• It compared to that first beautiful snow, or seeing the Christmas lights 
on the tree at millennium park


• “And on earth peace, good will towards men!”

• It was something!  I remember it clearly the change in the atmosphere, 

don’t you? 

• I also remember something else…

• How the final game finished that night- the one that created such an 

extraordinary experience in the city in the days to come

• How, with the score tied, and it getting late in the evening, and how it 

started to rain, and they had a timeout.

• Do you know what else I remember?  

• Turning off the TV and getting ready for bed.

• Yup, I missed it.  I missed seeing the Cubs win the world series for the 

first time in over 100 years

• Turns out the rain delay was not that long, and I suspect that while I 

was brushing my teeth and letting the dog out one last time
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• The Cubs made history.

• One small miscalculation 

• I have incredible empathy for our bridesmaids in the Gospel this 

morning

• Who decided it was better to go looking for more oil for their lamps 

than to sit tight and wait.

• As we approach this parable in Matthew’s Gospel, there is a whole lot to 

unpack

• If it seems strange to you, you are not the only one- commentators 

struggle to really understand what Jesus meant here

• Our setting for this teaching is in what we call the second sermon on 

the mount 
1
• But unlike the first, where Jesus was talking to a large group of people 

early in his ministry

• Where he talked about God’s kingdom by uplifting the meek, the 

sorrowful, the peace makers, and those that hunger

• Here Jesus speaks privately to his disciples, and is talked about as the 

other side of the coin when compared to the first sermon

• We are only one chapter away from the Last Supper and Jesus’ arrest

• And Jesus seems to know it and gets rough around the edges

• Time is short and he knows that trials that will befall his disciples and 

believers to come

• Infused in the Gospel of Matthew is that the author here is writing 

around the year 80 AD

• Both the writer and the readers are a generation or two away from the 

historical event

• Around this time, if a person survived childhood, the average life 

expectancy was under 50 years 
2
• And Christians in particular had shorter life expectancies thanks to the 

persecutions of the time

• The author and initial readers of Matthew would not have known Jesus 

prior to the resurrection

• Would have already experienced the destruction of the temple

• And would have just witnessed the burning of Rome, and survived the 

first persecution of Christians by Nero

• I imagine holding onto the faith was a very hard thing to do- it would 

have been easier to walk away, to lose hope, lose faith


 https://www.pulpitfiction.com/notes/proper27a1

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_expectancy#Variation_over_time2
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• I believe that setting to be very important as we seek to understand 
what it was Jesus was saying


• Jesus tells the story of wedding feast!

• These things were not simple, one time meals 
3
• During this time and culture, weddings were huge events and took lots 

of time

• And it would have begun with the families, not the two getting married, 

agreeing on the union

• The degree in which the bride and groom had any say probably varied, 

but certainly it was not their decisions alone

• Planning would begin for a feast that would last for days

• When the time came, the groom was go and fetch the bride and bring 

her to the ceremony and party

• At this wedding, there were 10 brides maids, or young, never married 

women with no kids

• Holding lamps and waiting for the groom to come with his bride

• The stakes are high for these young girls, because weddings were a 

great place to meet single young men

• And have your families start talking to one another


• And we know that this society was very patriarchal, and for these 
young women getting married was crucial to surviving

• and being a part of society

• True for men too, but harder on the women- they had less options


• Here they are, waiting.  

• And waiting.

• Half of them run out of oil, and when the others refuse to share, they 

decide to leave in the middle of the night to buy more

• Which is a little silly, since there were no 24/7 convenience stores 

selling oil at this time of night 
4
• And also isn’t sharing a good thing? 


• Of course the groom comes while they are away, the party begins

• And when they return they are not recognized because they were not 

there with the others, and they are not allowed in

• Wedding crashers, claiming to be friends of distant relatives of the 

family


 http://www.ucc.org/worship_samuel_sermon_seeds_november_12_20173

 Douglas, Mark. Feasting on the Word. Year A, Volume 4. Louisville, KY: Westminster John 4

Knox Press, 2011.  p. 286
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• Matthew leaves us with an interpretation, “Keep awake therefore, you 
do not know the day or the hour”


• It would be easy I think to leave it at that, for Jesus has been saying it for 
the last chapter or two

• But to do so will leave much of this parable untapped

• For a parable about staying awake, it sure is strange that even the five 

bridesmaids who had oil still fell asleep. 
5

• That tells me there is more here…

• I think understanding more about that context we discussed earlier can 

help see a new dimension here

• I believe we can see the oil in these lamps as nothing less than hope.

• And some faithful people’s lights are burning dim, and they are running 

out of it.

• Paul addresses a similar issue in 1 Thessalonians, he writes to reassure 

the church that even though Jesus has not come back yet

• Which everyone expected him to do by now

• And that the Kingdom of God would start at that moment


• Paul writes that even as believers were dying before this happens, he 
says there is still hope


• And to encourage one another with these words

• That the delay, and the hardship, will not disrupt the promises of life in 

Christ

• The hope we find in Christ is THE good news, the ultimate hope

• Looking for it in any other place but with God is just as pointless as 

hunting for oil in the middle of the night

• And if we are out looking for happiness, joy, contentment, and hope in 

other places and in other things

• We just might miss out on what God has in store for us

• I see in this parable answers to the question of, what to do when we 

are tempted to give up hope.

• This is something with which we can all empathize, I think

• These two groups of maidens, neither group perfect

• Some staying, even as they fall asleep, knowing that what is coming is 

better than anything they can find elsewhere

• And others, running out of oil and out of hope, and searching 

everywhere else in vain for it.

• We do that too.


 Douglas, Mark. Feasting on the Word. Year A, Volume 4. Louisville, KY: Westminster John 5

Knox Press, 2011.  p. 284
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• Try to fill that place deep within our souls with anything we can find, 
when only one thing fits


• Only one thing can keep our flame burning through whatever comes 
our way


• God can replenish oil.  God can replenish hope too.

• And while these early Christians often looked for a dramatic second 

coming of Jesus and him ushering in of the Kingdom of God in the 
immediate future

• An Eschatological view 


• I believe that as time went on they came to realize that the Kingdom of 
God is already happening, happening right now


• It has come near, and was in the midst of them, Jesus says (Luke 
17:20-21)


• It will surprise you, and if you’re not careful you will miss it.

• The work that God is doing is unfolding right under our noses, and in 

our hearts

• God is creating the Kingdom starting within us and working God’s way 

out into the world

• Do not lose hope while we wait

• Even in the face violence, war, death- which is exactly the kind of world 

these first century Christians lived in-

• Our worlds are different in many ways, but in many others they are the 

same

• Even in the face of evil, God’s kingdom is coming, and is here in our 

hearts and in our lives

• In our connection to each other here, and in the work we do and the 

gifts we give in the name of Christ

• Do not give up when hope burns dim

• Do not go looking elsewhere, do not stop watching just because of 

some rain

• Keep looking.

• In God’s Kingdom there is a feast within every moment beckoning us to 

join in. 

• Don’t miss out


Amen.
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