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Animal Blessing service
St. Francis focus, with Year A Proper 21 readings

“The Divine in all of us”

• Today is one of my most favorite events- the celebration of St. Francis
• And of course the blessing of the animals
• St. Francis was known for his work with the poor, reckless 

abandonment of possessions
• And his love of all creation, animals in particular
• It is no surprise that this saint in whose name we can convince proper, 

church going people everywhere to allow dogs in the church!
• It is also a special day for me, for eight years ago on this Sunday I 

celebrated my first Eucharist as a priest.  
• There’s nothing like having dogs in the pews for your first Eucharist!
• It’s not only fun, but somehow very appropriate 
• Over the years, I have had many opportunities to bring my dog to 

church for a blessing
• The first time ever, it was my dog who decided to drink the holy water 

the priest was using to bless the pets
• Later, St. Luke’s Evanston would close the surrounding block and have 

a big street festival after their service
• And for the first time, I am very excited to introduce this tradition here.
• No St. Francis blessing of the animals, however, is complete without 

the apocryphal stories regarding this monk
• There are two stories about Francis that gives him his reputation, and I 

think we would be amiss not to retell these stories
• First is the Wolf of Gubbio 1

• The story goes that a fierce wolf began attacking livestock in Gubbio 
while Francis was living there

• It was not long before the wolf escalated the attack to the people in the 
town, and even dining on them exclusively

• This was no ordinary wolf- I’m certain it had “nasty, big, pointy teeth” 
and a “vicious streak a mile wide”  (according to Monty Python)2

	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wolf_of_Gubbio1

	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabbit_of_Caerbannog2
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• Weapons were rumored to be useless, and all who attempted to kill the 
wolf were eaten

• Francis was said to have made the sign of the cross as he left the 
town’s gates and headed towards the wolf’s layer

• As he approached the wolf came running toward him, jaws open
• But Francis once again made the sign of the cross and commanded 

the wolf to stop his attacks in the name of God
• The wolf was said to walk docilely up to Francis and lay at his feet.
• Rather than killing the wolf, Francis decided to make peace, and 

promised to feed the wolf every day so long as it did not attack and kill 
again

• They even shook on the deal- paw in hand
• And impressive deed, certainly, considering I have to chase my dog 

down the street at least once a week when she gets out!
• And she goes absolutely crazy when we meet other dogs on our 

nightly walks- almost uncontrollable!
• The second story that brings us here with our pets today is of Francis 

preaching to the birds 3
• As he and his companions were walking, Francis told his friends to 

wait while he goes and preaches to his sisters the birds
• The birds were intrigued by his voice and none of the flew away
• He concluded his sermon to them by saying, 

• Beware, my little sisters, of the sin of ingratitude, and study always 
to give praise to God.”4

• It is often that statues of Francis have a bird in his hand or on his 
shoulder

• Francis saw no distinction between God’s creatures- all deserved 
respect

• They were our brothers and sisters too, and he advocated serving 
them wherever they require it

• St. Francis’ love for God’s creation did not end with the animals
• And what he was really remembered for was his love for people, 

especially the poor and sick
• He embraced the poorest of the poor- the sick, even the ones with 

sores on their bodies

	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_of_assisi3

 http://angels.about.com/od/MiraclesReligiousTexts/p/Francis-Of-Assisi-Miracle-Man-And-Patron-Saint-4

Of-Animals.htm
Page �  of �2 3

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_of_assisi
http://angels.about.com/od/MiraclesReligiousTexts/p/Francis-Of-Assisi-Miracle-Man-And-Patron-Saint-Of-Animals.htm
http://angels.about.com/od/MiraclesReligiousTexts/p/Francis-Of-Assisi-Miracle-Man-And-Patron-Saint-Of-Animals.htm
http://angels.about.com/od/MiraclesReligiousTexts/p/Francis-Of-Assisi-Miracle-Man-And-Patron-Saint-Of-Animals.htm


• Francis would help bath them, feed them, and even kiss them in 
their illness making sure they still were treated as people

• He seemed to have no regard to getting sick himself
• He was born into a wealthy family, but gave so much away it angered 

his father
• So he returned everything his father had given him, and left.
• He embraced poverty and dedicated himself to serving those who 

needed it the most.
• Francis let nothing stop him from serving God and God’s children

• Truly, as our book of Lesser Feasts and Fasts puts it, St. Francis is the 
most admired and least imitated of all the saints (404)

• Whether it was with the birds, the wolf, or the poor and sick people he 
encountered

• Francis was able to see past the differences on the surface to see the 
truth in all of us

• That we are all God’s creatures. 
• And we are all loved by God.
• If anything, the legacy of St. Francis- the challenge to us as Christians, 

is to see everyone and everything as it really is
• Whether they be a different species, a different race, a different 

sexuality, or even in a different political party
• Whether we think of another person more as a wolf trying to kill us, or 

a bird we enjoy being around
• God created us all.  
• And especially for other human beings, regardless of how they are 

different, we are the very same in the most important way
• All people are God’s children made in God’s image.
• The divine is in us all.
• The differences between us, then, are superficial at best.

• Francis, it is rumored, while on his deathbed, thanked his donkey for 
carrying him through his life.  

• He died having given everything he had away to help other people
• Even while dying, his humility shown brightly.
• He had requested to be buried not in a church, or even a graveyard, 

but on a hill where criminals were executed
• I pray that this service will remind all of us to be as thankful as Francis 

for the wonders of creation that surrounds us.
• And no matter how different we may think someone is from us, we are 

the same where it counts.
Amen.
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