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Year A Ascension Sunday (transferred)

Acts 1:1-11
Ephesians 1:15-23

Luke 24:44-53

“Moving in the direction we look”

• Here’s a question for you: In 1990, 6pm on Saturdays, where were you? 
• I’ll tell you exactly where I was and what was happening in my childhood 

home
• In a rare moment I would have captured the remote for the TV from my 

father
• That only happened at this one time during the week

• Everything would be set ahead of time- food, drink, whatever we 
needed- so that there were no interruptions for the next hour

• And there, usually in the floor in front of the TV on our old, brown long 
ply carpet 

• I would sit, full attention, as Star Trek the Next Generation began
• The weekly episode teaser starting the hour, followed by a commercial 

break
• Then the unforgettable title sequence: “Space, the final frontier…” 

• With the Enterprise warping off to exotic and unknown places
• True fact: Star Trek was the reason I learned to program a VCR, and 

why my household ceased being a 12:00 flashing household
• I could not miss my show

• Each episode engaging my imagination of what could be, of what could 
be done, of possibility

• If Star Trek is not for you, maybe your moment occurred in 1969 when 
we finally put a person on the moon

• America, almost in unison, looked up into the sky, even if through their 
TV sets

• And if space just doesn’t do it for you, then take a look right here this 
morning as we celebrate Memorial Day

• And honor the men and women who have served this country with 
courage and commitment

• Whose sacrifices throughout the years have created a country where 
we can gather today free of persecution
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• Free to speak God’s truth, and free to live our lives in liberty 
• Heroes we can look up to
• And in each of those moments there is possibility
• The chance to imagine the world as a better place, our eyes look up, 

and we rise to the occasion 
• These key moments have for humanity happened throughout history, 

with major discoveries changing everything in one swoop:
• Phyllis Tickle writes about a big one when humans finally realized the 

world was round and not flat, it ignited our collective imagination
• Humans looked up and to the horizon, boats began to sail from Europe 

in a frenzy to learn about this new planet we had been on all along
• We moved in the direction in which we looked: with boats, with heroes, 

with spacecrafts
• And we were looking up, and beyond ourselves, a new perspective 

gained, and new possibilities unlocked.  
• Let me go ahead and admit to you that those weekly shows at 6pm on 

Saturdays deeply formed me
• Knowing that countless worlds exist just passed the blue dome we call 

sky 
• It's the same sky that Jesus ascends into this morning in our reading 

from Luke, am I right? 
• I will sidestep the obvious joke of, “beam me up”, because it is just 

way too easy
• So it brings us to the big question for any Ascension Sunday, knowing 

what we know about space: 
• Why did Jesus choose to go “up”? Where did he go?  
• It was Carl Sagan  who asked the question, and was later quoted by 1

Bishop Shelby Spong:
• If Jesus left the earth and went into the sky and out of sight, and let’s 

even say that he began traveling at the speed of light
• He hasn’t even left our galaxy yet!  
• It would take 25,000 years for him to exit the Milky Way! 2

• Now doesn’t that just mess up a good Bible story?  
• Yet it so perfectly illustrates a huge difference between the world in 

which the disciples lived, and the one in which we in habit today

 http://crowsnestuniting.org.au/ministry/ministry/sermons/sermon090517.html1

 http://wiki.answers.com/Q/How_far_is_the_edge_of_the_Milky_Way2
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• We know what is beyond the blue sky
• The three tier universe, where heaven is above, hell below, and earth in 

the middle, just does not work anymore
• So what does the Ascension story tell us, 21st century space savvy 

believers, about God?
• I am convinced that this is all about perspective- and changing 

perspectives.  
• Take a look at the disciples opening question of our Acts reading

• They ask, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 
Israel?”

• Still, after all these years, after hearing Jesus teach, seeing him 
crucified and resurrected, they are still hoping he will be a conquering 
Messiah

• And even now, they cannot let go of it.  It will take something radical 
before they are able to move on.

• Jesus tells them that it is not for them to know the periods of time set by 
God.

• He tells them they are to witness to all the world
• And then he begins to disappear into a cloud.
• The cloud is no accident, and gives us another piece to what this story 

is trying to tell us.
• The cloud represents the presence of God. 3

• Remember back to the Exodus from Egypt- the cloud by day, the pillar 
of fire by night

• The cloud followed the Israelites in the wilderness and descended upon 
the altar of the tabernacle

• Jesus is going straight into the cloud, into Yahweh’s presence, no longer 
on earth, but still available.  

• It lets us know that Jesus’ teachings were from God; that God approved 
of the life Jesus lived

• And it makes abundantly clear: Jesus is no longer physically among the 
disciples.  

• And they are left there, looking up into the sky, with the look of a new 
perspective, a new understanding, dawning on their faces

• Why did Jesus go “up”?

 http://montreal.anglican.org/comments/archive/aeas7m.shtml3
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• Because that is exactly where he hoped the disciples would start 
looking

• Because we move in the direction we look
• And we need to keep looking up.
• Here’s the honest truth I see in myself: If I am not careful, my eyes will 

lower, and my vision will decrease.
• From a universal one, to a global one, and it is tempting to think that 

everything revolves around planet Earth
• Then from a global one to just a national one, where it is tempting that 

all of the important people are right here 
• And we can lose sight of our brothers and sisters who live in different 

countries and continents around the world.
• Then perhaps my eyes can focus even more closeup, and my 

community, the people like me, become my only concern
• And if you are not in that group, then you are on your own

• Soon it is just my family and friends that I see, and before I know it, I am 
left with only one concern: me.

• I’m convinced that Jesus could have departed in many different ways, 
but he chose to Ascend Up

• He left the disciples looking upward, looking beyond themselves, and 
moving out into the world

• And it wasn’t the first time- Jesus had worked against his disciples’ 
shrinking vision all along

• If the ascension story speaks anything to us modern listeners, let it be a 
challenge in perspective

• Let our own perspective grow like Jesus’ when he ascended, and like 
the disciples as they began to witness to everyone

• I am certain that the disciples did not know in this moment how they 
were to witness to the entire world

• But they began in prayer, started small, and their message spread more 
than they could have imagined. 

• At a time when around our globe, perspectives seem to be shrinking
• Rarely does anyone look up and think about outer space any more
• Star Trek still exists, but it has taken on the flavor of a dystopian future, 

and has added too many lens flairs and violence for my taste
• Across the globe, views shift from global to nationalistic 
• From cooperation, to competition 
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• Our vision gets more and more myopic, and we become more and more 
afraid

• And that is not what the Kingdom of God is all about- “Fear not!”
• God calls us up and out of the easy, nearsightedness views that tempt 

us
• God calls us to look up, knowing we will tend to move in the direction we 

are looking
• Church, this is who we are, this is our mission, the same one the 

disciples had, the same one Jesus lived
• God’s Kingdom and vision and love are bigger than we are, it includes 

more people than just us
• And we are its agents. 
• We have promised to honor the dignity of every human being- if we do 

not carry this love and message up and out, then who will?
• Then how will God’s love be seen? 

• God will change our lives and our perspectives if we allow it
• Alleluia, Christ is risen, and now ascended to the right hand of God.
• Look up.

Amen
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