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“From Certainty to Trust”

• If you were to travel with Katy and me on a little trip in the car, you might 
hear me say something like this:
• “I know the way to get there.”
• And inevitably you will later hear her say, “you just missed your turn.”
• And she’s almost always right, although I still wonder why she doesn’t 

tell me in enough time to make the correct turn
• You would think that having a GPS would make this conversation a relic 

of a time gone by
• But you would be wrong
• The GPS turns out to be just another voice telling me I missed my turn, 

but she says it in a more passive aggressive way, “Recalulating”
• And what I am certain she thinks but does not say out loud is, 

“Recalculating because you are an idiot”
• Even with all this technology, my error rate in navigating has not 

improved much
• Travel really has changed though, hasn’t it?  With GPS I mean
• I remember those days before GPS, when you had a map and you 

planned out your road trip far in advance
• Then there came MapQuest, which was better because it was always 

up to date with the latest maps
• And you would print out your set of turn by turn directions
• A wrong turn was a lot harder to correct in those days than it is today, so 

you made sure you were familiar with the route in advance
• Not so anymore
• Whereas before GPS I basically knew the route I would take from 

beginning to end
• Now days I get in the car, punch in an address, and just start driving.
• Trusting that little smart box to take me safely and efficiently to my 

desired destination
• Not knowing really the particular roads and exits I will take
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• And when I do make a wrong turn, or miss my exist, trusting will guide 
me through my mistake and back to the right path

• This is huge: a move from certainty, from a known path, to trust that 
whichever way it takes me I will end up in the right place

• This move from certainty to trust is also what I believe Jesus was trying 
to do for his disciples

• That is how I read this interaction between Jesus and his disciples this 
morning as Jesus prepares the disciples for the trials ahead
• And his eventual departure from them
• This is a farewell discourse , and is a bit of a flashback for us who have 1

already celebrated Easter Sunday
• Jesus is preparing his disciples for the cross, his death, and his 

resurrection and ascension
• For the time that will come when he will not be physically with them like 

he is right now
• This particular passage is packed full of some very heavy theology 
• Let’s take a minute to remember how we got here
• In the chapter just before this one, Jesus has washed their feet as an 

example of their love for one another
• He gave them a new commandment to Love one another in that manner
• Jesus foretold of his betrayal, and foretold of Peter’s denial
• Events we heard a month ago as we walked through our first Holy Week 

together
• Then this chapter begins, as we just heard it, and Jesus says to them, 

“But do not let your hearts be troubled.” by this
• In my father’s house are many dwelling places, or room to spare2

• And you will be there too
• Now remember where we are in the narrative- the disciples do not fully 

understand Jesus is to die and leave them
• They think he is physically going somewhere else and they realize they 

do not know where, or know how to get there
• They say, we do not know the way! How can we, you haven’t told us
• You have not given us the directions or the map

 Feasting, Exegetical perspective, p. 4671

 Common English Bible translation, retrieved online from https://www.pulpitfiction.com/notes/2

easter5a
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• And here Jesus slowly pivots and moves them into new way of thinking: 
they are already there because they believe in him

• They already know the Father because through Jesus we see God
• It is not about a destination, it is about who we are while we are 

traveling along the way
• A move from seeking certainty to abiding in trust
• Trust in God that the destination is secure even when we do not know 

the turn-by-turn directions
• This move from certainty and knowing, to dwelling with and trusting, is a 

significant step, a difficult step for the disciples and for us
• To walk “the way” without knowing exactly where it take us, other than 

when we walk it, we walk it with Christ
• It is helpful I think to notice which Gospel we are in this morning: this is 

the Gospel of John
• This is the gospel that begins in chapter 1 by saying, The Word was 

with God, the Word was God
• Nothing was created except through him
• John’s gospel is all about Christ, the living Word, the eternal divine, 

made manifest in Jesus
• That’s why John does not take time with birth stories or stories from 

Jesus’ youth
• It was also the last of our four gospels to be written, likely around the 

year 100 AD3

• And being the final one written, it reflects the fact that the early Christian 
community has had time to think about Jesus’ life
• And how it fits into the cosmic picture, and even how the life of Jesus 

fits into their experience of persecution and suffering
• This author of John gets right to the point: The Word became Flesh, 

dwelt among us, and and began teaching and healing
• The entire Gospel points to us witnessing and participating in something 

larger than we are, something mysterious
• Something that in scope spans not only this moment in time and place, 

but all of creation and all of eternity
• Something that requires Faith and Trust

 Bart D. Ehrman, A Brief Introduction to the New Testament, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 3

2004) 147
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• And I think we are moved from certainty to faith in John’s Gospel 
because simply put we cannot understand the vastness that is God

• That is Christ.  
• That is everything that is working around us and through us to bring all 

of creation- all nations, all tribes, all cultures- to know and love God
• And I think moving us away from certainty towards trusting opens us up 

to all the things God may be doing of which we are simply not aware
• St. Augustine says:

• “We are talking about God. What wonder is it that you do not 
understand? If you do understand, then it is not God.” 4

• It is within this spirit of going away from certainty and into God’s mystery 
that I think we must read the rest of this passage from John

• Christ says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life”
• And goes on to say, “No one comes to the father except through me”
• And I’ll be honest: this passage has always given me trouble
• It seems to not fit well with all the other aspects of this Gosple that we 

have just heard
• Rather than move us further into the mystery of God and away from 

certainty, like the disciples
• This particular verse can make us feel very confident about things
• About our path to God, and more importantly about someone else’s 

path away from God
• It tempts us to begin drawing lines of who is in and who is out, who is 

right and who is wrong
• Who is loved by God and who will be punished.  
• Instead of seeing this as a litmus test of faith, I want suggest we instead 

interpret this verse in the light of the larger themes of the Gospel of 
John

• For John, he was most importantly the Word spoken in the beginning to 
bring all of creation and all people into existence

• This Christ, the one who existed before and who will exist after, who is 
part of the God head permeating all of creation

• This Christ is saying that no ones comes to the Father except through 
him

• And I have to wonder: is there a place or time beyond the reach of this 
Christ- does such a place even exist?

 https://lifeondoverbeach.wordpress.com/2011/06/26/saint-augustine-on-understanding-god/4
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• Is there anywhere in the world that has escaped God’s creative and 
redemptive Word spoken?  

• For the author of John, the answer must be “no”, for through Christ all 
things are created and redeemed.  

• So then I also have to wonder: 
• Can we move further away from certainty and understanding toward 

mystery and faith,
• Admitting that there is likely much that I do not know or understand 

about God?  
• I hope so.
• I will tell you that I think God has more dwelling places, more room, in 

God’s Kingdom than we can even begin to measure
• Not because of who we are, or what we do, but because of who God is.
• I take a similar approach to the end of this passage as well, when Jesus 

tells his disciples:
• “If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

• Far from being a Genie who grants wishes, when we ask for something 
in Christ’s name

• When we pray we are moving from certainty to trust, participating in 
something ancient and deep

• Something that includes us, but not limited to us
• When we pray in Christ’s name, we may ask for specific things, but we 

live into the trust that God is already working out God’s plan for creation
• And for us.
• When we pray in Christ’s name, we enter in to that great mystery 

present from the beginning of time and we leave certainty behind 
• Not my will, but thine.

• I will be honest with you- this is hard for me, hard to preach and hard to 
hear
• Because I love certainty.  I was trained on numbers, science, and 

computers
• And especially today as so much of our lives are in flux, with our own 

culture changing right around us leaving us breathless to catch up
• So much is changing that the temptation is to turn to God for comfort 

through certainty
• For simple answers to infinite questions
• How do we get there, Jesus?  
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• And go ahead and give us the turn-by-turn version so we do not make a 
wrong turn

• Jesus still says to us: you already know the way
• Dwell in me, dwell in God, join into this great mystery as creation 

unfolds and as God’s kingdom is both here now, and yet to come
• Make your life about this moment, and the people in it, and fully being 

present to the Christ that permeates 
• And regardless of the route you take, trust that God will get you to 

where you need to be
• While we may not have the certainty we desire in this life or even in this 

faith
• We do have a loving God who is right there with us for the whole 

unpredictable journey
• Loving us, comforting us- you guessed it- like a mother
• I’ve heard it said that “any feelings of love, softness, and warmth that 

the word ‘Mother’ elicits- God is all that and more.”5

• God, the giver of life to all creation
• In Isaiah, God is described as a mother who comforts her child
• In Matthew, God desires to gather the children of Jerusalem like a 

mother hen gathers her brood
• God, like the mother who watches her children grow up, lets them make 

their own mistakes, make their own path in the world
• But always staying right there to help, love and encourage at a 

moments notice
• That what God is like, even as we are called to live into the incredible 

uncertainty of the life of faith
• As we move from away from our need for certainty and to a place of 

abiding and trust
• God is there, walking with us, dwelling with us
• Ever inviting us into the greater mystery that is God’s creative work and 

salvation.

Amen.

 © Copyright, Grantley Morris, 1999, 2005, 2007. For much more by the same author, see www.net-burst.net  No part of these 5
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