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“Their eyes were kept from recognizing him”

• I have quite a bit of empathy for the two disciples in our Gospel reading 
this morning
• They are walking on the road, minding their own business, and they 

meet someone whom they are sure they should know
• But they just cannot think of the name or of the place from which they 

know them
• It is a situation that I often find myself in especially it seems in the 

grocery store
• Here is how it goes: I’m often thinking, or talking with Katy, or even 

talking to myself
• I am focused on groceries, or the five year old who is bored and doing 

anything to pass the time
• I barely even look up it seems to notice the people around me, except to 

avoid running into them
• And it is quite embarrassing to meet someone that I should know, most 

likely from church, and not recognize them immediately
• I try to fake it… but never very well
• If this has happened to you, I apologize, please do not take it personally
• So much of our memories depend on context, so when I read of 

Cleopas and this other disciples not recognizing Jesus
• There is a small part of me that might understand how they felt, and 

even how they missed the obvious right in front of them
• For the writer of the Gospel of Luke, however, the disciples blindness has 

a much deeper meaning
• How else is it that they would not recognize Jesus himself- he is not an 

acquaintance, or someone they have only met once or twice
• But their Lord and teacher of three years
• I think Luke is employing a bit of a story telling technique here to allow 

us, the listeners, to participate, even empathize
• It is the classic use of irony that you might also find in a Greek tragedy, 
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• Where the situation is clear to us, the listeners, but unknown to the 
characters

• And we even have an unnamed disciple- a perfect entrance for you and 
I to walk with Cleopas along the road1

• In other words, Luke has all of this here for our benefit- it is in this 
Gospel to bring us in and teach us something

• These two disciples are leaving Jerusalem and going to Emmaus, which 
is about seven miles away2

• They are no doubt distracted, confused by the events that have just 
transpired

• An intense last week with Jesus, his arrest, his crucifixion, and now 
“idle” tales of an empty tomb

• And likely are heading back home to the life they left.
• Walking on the way has been a motif throughout Luke, taking Jesus 

slowly towards Jerusalem3

• So much so that early believers were called “followers of the way”
• But for these two disciples, this is the end, and I see them backtracking, 

walking despondently with their heads hung low
• They were fooled, their faith seemed misplaced
• You can hear it in their voices when they talk with the stranger- “we had 

hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel”
• “We had hoped.”  4
• I find the past tense of hope a hard thing to hear
• And somehow in a deep empathic way we understand, because we 

have been there, we have suffered loss
• We have had our sense of hope challenged and threatened at some 

point
• We had hoped too.
• As they walk, they happen upon a stranger who does not know of the 

events that have transpired
• And they sadly tell him why they are headed back home
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• It is all they can think about or talk about, and it blinds them to what is 
happening right in front of their eyes

• The stranger then begins to open scripture to them, to discuss the 
prophets, and to tell them again what Jesus had told them before

• I wonder if this is when things became familiar to them
• When was the exact moment they got that feeling they should know this 

man
• But they still didn’t fully see
• Just not quite able to pull it all together, but aware enough that they did 

not want him to leave
• So they invite Jesus to stay with them there at the village
• Notice the shift- before, the two disciples were focused only on what 

they had lost
• It was an inward focus, to the exclusion of everything around them.
• So much that they could not see the obvious
• But now they are beginning to look up and to vaguely recognize what 

might be happening
• Sharing a meal together is all they need to realize that the risen Christ is 

in their very presence
• And as soon as they recognize him, he vanishes
• I always have wondered why Jesus would vanish so suddenly
• Perhaps the author wanted to add to the mystery of this narrative
• Or perhaps Jesus had accomplished what he needed to do
• He had convinced the defeated and vulnerable disciples to look up and 

outward to the stranger
• To see and think about someone other than themselves
• To exhibit the hospitality scripture requires, and to realize that in doing 

so, they saw Jesus
• Luke addresses a very significant theological point right here on the road 

to Emmaus
• The question that plagued the disciples after the tomb was found empty
• Where is Jesus now?  Where can we find him?
• The truth that these two disciples were learning is that the post-

resurrection Christ was a little different than the Jesus from before
• He is still with us, but not in the same ways
• They found and experienced the risen Christ in a stranger on the road
• While they discussed scripture, faith, and shared a meal together
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• When they welcomed another person into their lives, they saw Christ in 
them

• Does this sound familiar?  
• Because every week on Sunday we too read Scripture, hear a sermon 

discussing scripture, pray together, and share a meal
• Hopefully we too welcome strangers who may come and join us, and 

also eat and talk with familiar faces
• It is because when these basic elements of our faith come together: 

scripture, prayers, eating, and hospitality
• That is when we experience the risen Christ in our midst.
• Like Cleopas and his friend, when we begin to look up and outward
• We can see Jesus too- our eyes can be opened and we can recognize 

him
• In both strange and familiar faces.
• In places and people we do not expect, even when we are not looking.
• It is this type of hospitality we hear about throughout the Hebrew 

scriptures, warning that we might be entertaining angels unaware
• And now we find that we might also entertain and experience the risen 

son of God himself
• It is a whole new take on coffee hour, isn’t it? 

• After Jesus disappeared, the disciples are back on the road again, “on 
the way”
• But this time they are not retreating to Emmaus
• We are headed back to Jerusalem and to the other disciples
• They begin moving from their isolation and past tense hope back into 

community5

• The shift from inward focus to an outward one is what later enables the 
our reading from Acts to occur

• The disciples, and particularly Peter, is preaching to a large crowd
• His message is simple: God has raised Jesus from the dead and has 

made him Lord
• Repent, be baptized, and be forgiven
• Three thousand believed that message of hope Peter preached
• It was a huge shift for this group of disciples: moving from a locked 

room where they cowered in fear
• To this- seeing the risen Christ in unexpected places and people
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• And sharing that good news with others
• Whether it was in a locked room with “Doubting” Thomas like last week,
• Or on the road to Emmaus this week, seeing the risen Christ moves the 

focus from a selfish and inward one, to an outward one.
• It refuses to allow us to remain self-contained and isolated
• Instead, it cannot help but foster and create healthy and transformative 

community
• I’ll be honest with you- even today it is tempting to turn back and walk the 

road to Emmaus
• Especially after a wonderful Holy Week with great liturgies has come 

and gone
• Life returns to normal, church goes back to what it was
• The large crowds leave and summer travel plans approach
• It is tempting to turn inward once again and hit the road walking back to 

what life was before 
• No longer looking for Christ, having had hope.
• It is tempting to begin ignoring the others that we meet, focus inward 

and on ourselves
• And to become convinced that we will not see Jesus again
• But the good news is that the risen Christ walks that road to Emmaus 

waiting for us
• He his here, among us, waiting to be seen
• In the visitors, the strangers, and even in the familiar faces we see week 

after week
• Yet here it is, on that road to Emmaus, that we learn we can still see 

Jesus
• All we need to do is to look up, look outward, and look in the faces of 

the people around us
• And as we gather here week after week, hearing scripture, breaking 

bread
• Our very purpose as as a church gathered is to make the risen Christ 

visible
• Create a place where hospitality, kindness and love prevail because we 

have seen Jesus in each other
• And we have felt him with ourselves
• May our eyes be opened to seeing the risen Christ right next to us.

Amen.
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