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1 Samuel 16:1-13
Ephesians 5:8-14

John 9:1-41

“Seeing into the depths”

• Growing up, no doubt for some birthday or Christmas along the way, I 
received my first microscope
• It was plastic, had its own little white plastic carrying case, and came 

complete with little slides to put samples in
• It was nothing special, but it was my first glimpse into the world that was 

just beyond what I could see with my own eyes
• I remember putting everything I could find under there: leaves, flowers, 

dirt, rocks
• And of course, dead insects: moths, spiders, ants- whatever I could find
• Under the microscope they went
• Checking out their legs, eyes, wings, and mouth-parts
• I’ll be honest, it did not make that huge of an impression on me
• And the only reason I even remember this little microscope and the brief 

moment of my childhood it occupied
• Was that later that night, after looking at dead insects up close all day, I 

had the worst nightmare- that’s what I really remember
• That these gigantic insects were chasing me in order to extract their 

terrible revenge!  
• Later in school we had real microscopes, saw the tiny single-celled 

organisms swimming in pond water
• Learned about the monk who named them “cells” because they 

resembled the rooms in a monastery 
• See?  Science and religion are meant to be together! 

• Then we saw pictures in our text book of the electron scanning 
microscope and the tiny parasites and even viruses
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• And if that is not amazing enough, in 2008 Swedish scientists created a 
video of a single electron riding along a wave  1 2

• Up until this point thought to be too small and too fast to see to capture 
• I wonder just how much there is yet to see, yet to uncover
• I wonder just how far down God’s creation goes
• And I marvel at what God must be able to see: the infinitesimal, the 

expansive, time and space, and even the depths of the human heart
• Did you know that one of God’s names from the Old Testament is 

• “El-roi”  (el ro-EE), “The God who sees”?3

• Hagar from Genesis calls God this, which indicates that neither time 
nor distance limits God’s own vision

• Even those who lived thousands of years ago appreciated the fact that 
God sees and understands things we do not.

• That brings us to our first reading this morning, with God choosing a new 
king for Israel
• God tells the prophet Samuel that it is time for a change: time to pick a 

new king
• And Samuel is not happy about it- he grieves for Saul, the current king
• But he does as God commands, and goes to find Jesse’s sons
• The story is a good one: it is not the older, handsome sons that God 

chooses
• It is the most unlikely of candidates, the youngest, the one keeping 

sheep, 
• The one that was not even called in because no one thought it was 

possible that he could be king.
• God tells Samuel that God does not see as mortals see, but God looks 

on the heart.  
• It’s more than simply knowing what is on the inside, what we think, what 

we do when no one else knows
• For this culture, the heart was not just the center of emotions, it was the 

center of one’s whole being4

 https://www.quora.com/Are-there-any-real-pictures-of-electrons-protons-and-neutrons-of-an-1

atom-available

 http://www.livescience.com/4844-electron-filmed-time.html2

 Fredrick Neidner, Feasting on the Word, 983

 Donald P. Olsen, Feasting on the Word, 1004
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• We might call it the soul- God sees the soul
• God looks on us and sees who we really are, sees what kind of person 

we are, and who we have the potential to become
• And he saw in David not just the shepherd boy, 
• But one day a singer for royalty, a fighter of giants, and a king after 

God’s on heart
• It was with this kind of sight, seeing into the heart, that Jesus brought with 

him to his ministry
• Seeing Nicodemus even at night, seeing the woman at the well in spite 

of the societal differences and distance
• And now seeing a blind man begging just to survive
• This man was practically invisible to everyone else-
• All anyone saw was the fact he was blind, which meant he was a sinner 

and his parents were sinners, or so they assumed
• It was this theological question that started the whole thing: the 

disciples, seeing a blind man begging,
• Ignored him and his needs, and began a theological debate about sin
• Now it is worth stopping right here for just a little bit, because this 

theological view still tempts us
• That when someone is sick or something bad happens, that God has 

directly caused it
• And that for some hidden reason, somebody deserved it, and God was 

handing out punishments that day
• But notice what Jesus says: no one has sinned, not this man, not his 

parents
• No, this man’s blindness was going to be used for the glory of God
• This is something not to be missed, I think, because it is still a very 

relevant take away for us today
• Whether we are tempted to believe that the bad things that happen to 

us are somehow our fault
• And we ask, What did I do to deserve this? 

• Or when we look at someone to whom bad things have happened, or 
are in a bad situation
• And we assume that they are getting exactly what they deserve

• It is not always the case- we do not always see the “why” behind the 
events that happen

• While some things happen as consequences of bad decisions.
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• Others happen just because they world we live in is imperfect, broken, 
and fallen

• And while God is redeeming creation, God has not yet finished it
• What if, instead of placing blame or spending all of our time searching 

for reasons, 
• What if we saw in both the good things and the bad things that come, 

the chance to live through them in a way that gives glory to God?
• A chance to live as a witness through whatever the changes and 

chances of life bring 
• That is what this man ultimately did: blind for his whole life and now able 

to see Jesus, and to share his story for God’s glory
• The deeper question of “why” may remain unanswered, but as Robert 

Hoch puts it, 
• “John’s gospel points to a God who stirs the stagnant determinisms of 

human suffering with unlikely and improbably gifts of insight which 
reveal God’s abiding love.”5

• Now back to the Gospel, the disciples do not even see the man, but 
Jesus does
• Not getting caught in the blindness and the lesser debate about why the 

man was blind
• Jesus helped him- addressed a concrete need
• Jesus spat in the dirt, made mud, and put it on his eyes, and tells him to 

go wash in the pool
• I find it very interesting that the blind man did not complain about the dirt 

and spit 6
• There just must be something about Jesus that causes him to do as he 

is told, even with mud on his face
• He leaves and begins his journey towards a pool that many believed 

had healing powers.
• He washed in the pool, and could see for the first time in his life
• His change was so drastic that people did not even recognize him and 

argued over who he really was
• They had up until that point only seen a man blinded because of 

someone’s sin, and never anything else
• But now he could see, and they could not

 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=19855

 Anna Carter Florence, Feasting on the Word, 1216
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• Now Jesus does go on to talk about sin in this Gospel reading
• But instead of it being about the blind man or his parents, which is what 

everyone automatically assumes
• It is squarely pointed at the Pharisees who see with their eyes, but not 

with their hearts
• Instead of celebrating this miracle, they complain that it was done on the 

Sabbath
• That Jesus has sinned by doing so, and thus this miracle and this man 

cannot come from God
• Yet, only God can restore sight to the blind, so they argue about it.
• Much like the disciples in the beginning, back and forth they go, 

absorbed in the theological debate, 
• Missing the whole point
• Blind to the man who now can see standing right in front of them
• Blind to the Messiah talking with them

• I believe the lesson we hear today from Scripture is really pretty simple 
when you get down to it, but a powerful one
• We cannot see as well as God sees, even though we may try
• We sometimes misjudge, we miss the point, we debate about irrelevant 

things while ignoring the more important parts
• We see, but do not really see.
• So perhaps for today, this fourth Sunday in Lent- we’re over halfway 

done, by the way!
• Perhaps our take away today is a simple spiritual exercise can just be 

one of admitting this truth: 
• Many times we just don’t know.  Sometimes we just cannot see the 

whole picture.
• What if this week, or even for the rest of Lent, we embraced the power 

of the statement: “I don’t know”7

• I don’t know why something has happened, I don’t know for sure if I am 
right about this or that, or even about that person

• Maybe it is a chance to experience some humility in a world that insists 
we show confidence and strength all the time 

• Maybe it can be an opening up of possibility, of being receptive to what 
God might show us that we could not see before

 http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=19857
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• The chance to look again, see past particular issue or event, and see 
into the potential

• One thing for sure: God’s kingdom and God’s creation extend to depths 
we cannot yet know or see

• Our prayer is that as we seek to give God glory in whatever life may 
bring, God will heal our blindness as well

Amen.
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