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Year A Lent 3

Exodus 17:1-7
Romans 5:1-11

John 4:5-42

“Bringing our buckets to the well”

• Around 11 years ago Katy and I helped take group of 12 teenagers to 
Juarez Mexico on a Mission trip
• We were the youth leaders at the time, and for this trip in charge of 

making sure the kids were well-behaved
• The priest at the time organized the trip using an agency that took teens 

to Juarez and provided materials and instructions to build a simple 
house

• No electricity, no plumbing- just a two room structure that would keep 
keep the family dry and out of the elements

• Many lessons were learned that week amidst the 12-13 hour work days 
that were necessary to get the house finished in one week

• Among them for me was the utmost importance of being hydrated
• You see, being from Arkansas, we thought we knew what heat was, but 

we were accustomed to a very humid heat
• And they warned us that we were more likely to get dehydrated because 

in Mexico, with the dry air
• You never really sweated, or more accurately, your sweat evaporated 

before you noticed it
• If you measured how hot you were by how much you were sweating, it 

would deceive you
• Sure enough, by the third day or so, I had forgotten this fact and had not 

been drinking enough water
• And the thing was, I had no idea anything was wrong until I felt chills 

running down my back while standing in the hot Mexico sun
• Dehydration can do weird things to a body
• It just so happened that our family, for whom we were building the 

house, brought us some sugary sports drink that day
• A huge gift for a family with so little to share

• And like a fool, I downed one quickly.  
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• To spare you all the details, I will just say it did not stay down.  
• Lesson learned: after that, every hour or so, I would drink 16oz of water 

whether I was thirsty or not
• How important staying hydrated is, and how easily you can forget 

something so basic
• With that being said, I think we can approach our lessons this morning 

with some greater understanding
• The Old Testament and Gospel are paired without apology 

• First, the Israelites fearing they will die of thirst in the desert
• And next, Jesus finding himself at a well with a Samaritan woman.

• Let us start with the Israelites: they are fresh out of Egypt following 
God’s lead through Moses

• They have walked through the Red Sea on dry ground, and watched as 
the Egyptian army was defeated before them

• Two chapters ago, they also had a water crisis: they had found bitter 
water at Marah

• They worried that God had led them here to die.
• Moses, following God’s instructions, had turned the water sweet and 

saved the people
• Then they became hungry, again wondering if God had forsaken them, 

only to be fed by bread from heaven, and quail voluntarily covering the 
camp

• And now they were thirsty again, and again they wondered if God was 
with them 

• Moses strikes the rock and water flows generously in the desert
• The answer, time and time again to the Israelites question: “Is the Lord 

among us or not?”
• Time and again the answer was a resounding yes.  

• God had led them out of slavery and they are slowly changing from a 
slave people to a free people, but who are aware of their need for God1

• The lesson God hopes they learn is that as their bodies need water and 
food, their souls need their creator

• And God is there, through the wilderness, the hardship, through the 
thirst, the heat and the fear

• Always there.

 Soards, ed., Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary, Year A Lent, p. 521
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• Rarely removing the challenges the people face- they remained in the 
wilderness- but always helping them through it.

• Fast forward a few thousand years later and we enter a scene with Jesus 
sitting at Jacob’s well in the noonday sun
• It’s hot, perhaps Jesus is a bit dehydrated himself from his journey
• This well, according to Jewish, Samaritan, Christian, and Muslim 

traditions, is associated with Jacob - with the people of Israel2

• A connection we should not overlook
• The well is hewn from solid rock, and now has a chapel erected 

around it as a Holy Site
• And a Samaritan women approaches the well
• Now Jews and Samaritans share a great deal of ancient history
• Their division began almost 1000 years before when they disagreed on 

who should be king after Solomon died3

• They were conquered by Assyria around 720 BCE, and they went on to  
intermarried with non-Jews of the region4

• Upon return from the Babylonian exile there were tensions between 
the two groups

• The Samaritans revered the Pentateuch only (first five books of 
Hebrew Scripture)

• They disagreed on where the temple should be built
• And just a few generations before this interaction between Jesus and 

tho woman took place, the Jews had destroyed the Samaritan temple
• Razed it to the ground

• With all of that baggage I imagine she cautiously approaches the well
• Jesus greets her by saying, “Give me a drink”

• Before we go any further with the water and spirit theme of the day, we 
have to give voice to what is a very unusual interaction between these 
two
• First, Jesus finds himself alone with a woman at a well, and he speaks 

to her, crossing gender boundaries in both of their societies
• I remember being shocked when a former bishop of mine suggested 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacob%27s_Well#Religious_significance2

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Israel_%28Samaria%293

 Soards, ed., Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary, Year A Lent, p. 584
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• That we cannot help but feel a bit of sexual tension in the retelling of 
this encounter

• They sure did not teach us that in Sunday School
• Not only were Jesus and this woman alone here at the well in a time 

when that was not socially acceptable
• But it was after all in Genesis 29 where at a well Jacob had fallen madly 

in love with Rachel
• He then worked for 14 years total to earn her hand in marriage
• Both Jesus and the Samaritan woman would have been familiar with the 

story of Jacob- Jews and Samaritans had a lot of shared history
• And we have Jesus bending the rules and social expectations to ask her 

for a drink here of all places
• So here is Jesus, a rabbai alone with a woman at a well, who utters 

what might be interpreted as the worst pick up line of all time
• “Give me a drink”

• No wonder his disciples returned and were astonished, but no one got 
up the nerve to ask what was going on
• They didn’t want to know! 

• You want a little more help with this: imagine me standing in line at 
Starbucks, seeing a nice looking women ahead of me in line

• And saying, “Hey there… how you doin’? You wanna buy me a coffee? “
• “By the way, you got a husband?”

• It would not go over very well today, either.
• And I am sorry if I have ruined this for you- blame my former bishop.

• Eventually, Jesus and this very perceptive woman begin to understand 
one another- they got past the barriers keeping them apart

• Jesus is not hitting on her after all, but risking uncleanness and even 
personal embarrassment to reach this woman

• At first, she only sees him as a Jew , and a very forward one at that5

• Then, she calls him Sir, or Lord, a formal title of respect
• Then she sees him as a prophet, understanding the secrets of her life
• And finally coming to a greater understanding that this was in fact the 

Messiah, and left to tell everyone.
• Now all kidding aside, we can learn even more from this passage if we 

read it while remembering the one from last week
• Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus

 Soards, ed., Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary, Year A Lent, p. 595
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• In fact, everything about this story is exactly opposite from the one we 
read last week6

• Notice right away the times of day: Nicodemus came to Jesus at night, 
while Jesus meets this woman at noon day

• Nicodemus is the first to speak to Jesus, saying he believes Jesus 
comes from God

• While today, Jesus speaks to the woman first, asking for a drink
• While this woman progresses from a lack of understanding to a fuller 

comprehension of who Jesus is
• Nicodemus begins with Jesus as someone from God, yet leaves unable 

to embrace it
• Nicodemus is a man, she is a woman,
• Nicodemus is a Jew, she is a Samaritan
• Nicodemus was educated, in a position of respect, yet the woman had 

none of these
• We even know Nicodemus’ name, while this woman goes forever 

nameless
• They both, however, are searching for meaning, for truth
• They both come looking for God in the face of Jesus Christ.
• But what both of these people had in common was the chance to drink 

deeply from the soul-quenching water Jesus offers
• And while Nicodemus had all the advantages life could offer, he finally 

went away empty handed in darkness
• While the Samaritan woman gained everything.

• Two weeks ago I wrote in the Sword about the sand now in the baptismal 
font
• I first experienced this change in my time at seminary
• I came into the chapel and attempted to put my finger in the water only 

to be taken aback by the dry sand there
• It was the start of Lent, The gospel was Jesus’ journey into the dry 

desert 
• The challenge was to walk with him
• And to learn, just as the Israelites and the woman at this well, that much 

like our bodies need water
• Our souls need living water

 Feasting on the Word, Year A Lent 3, Pastoral Perspective, p. 926
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• They are as thirsty as our bodies would be after a long day in the sun in 
Mexico, or in the wilderness of Marah, or a hot day in Sychar

• And we have a God that is there inviting us to the well time and time 
again

• Inviting us to drink deeply
• To let down our guard, to come as we are, to let the words of Jesus 

wash over us like cool water on a hot day
• To become more reliant on God regardless of the wilderness through 

which we must walk
• Jesus crosses all boundaries even today, like he did for this women, to 

reach out to us
• Inviting us to bring our buckets to the well
• Because the very nature of God is revealed in these two passages of 

Scripture:
• We too can slowly come to a greater understanding of who Jesus us 

and what that means about God
• The Israelites did not deserve God’s faithfulness- yet God gave it
• And this woman- she exclaimed that Jesus knew everything she had 

ever done… 7

• And the piece that is not said out loud but expressed in her actions?
• And he loved me anyway

• When we bring our buckets to this well we find a God who loves us 
beyond measure, knowing us completely, 

• All of our faults, all of our insecurities, all of our strengths and potential 
too 

• And we find love
• No matter the wilderness through which you are currently walking, that 

is a cool, refreshing bit of Good News.
• Bring your buckets- Drink Deeply.

Amen.

 Feasting on the Word, Year A Lent 3, Homiletical Perspective7
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