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Year A Last Epiphany

Mathew 17:1-9
Exodus 24:12-18

“The Speed of Darkness”

• Not too long ago I came across this article online titled, “What is the 
speed of dark?”1

• It was from the Gizmodo website, and found its way into my feed 
through another site called Digg

• If you have never heard of them, you are probably normal.  
• Digg was a popular website for techies back in the day when I worked in 

that world, and I still enjoy the occasional geeky article from that site
• I saw this article in my news feed recently, along with another theorizing 

why the speed of light is what it is 2

• That one was over my head
• The darkness one, however,  one caught my eye in relation to what you 

had I have been hearing and reading throughout this season of 
Epiphany

• Light has been an ongoing theme for the last two months
• But what about darkness?  What is the speed of darkness?
• This article quotes Neil DeGrasse Tyson  on this very subject:3

• He says that since light erases darkness, and would do so at the speed 
of light
• The speed of darkness is negative the speed of light.
• It leaves as light arrives, and at the same quickness of speed. 

• Now that’s deep to me, that’s poetic, the implications can go way 
beyond physical world 

• They penetrate into the spiritual
• And while I do not think Mr. Tyson would be concerned with the 

readings and sermon for today

 http://gizmodo.com/whats-the-speed-of-dark-17912928421

 https://aeon.co/essays/why-is-the-speed-of-light-the-speed-of-light2

 http://gizmodo.com/whats-the-speed-of-dark-17912928423
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• I find his quote especially meaningful as we find ourselves at the 
conclusion of the season of Epiphany

• Having heard Jesus talk about us and our faith as lights on a hill
• As salt and light

• And in today’s Gospel, when Jesus’ face shines as bright as the sun
• When Jesus is transfigured on the mountain top, and his clothes 

dazzled with white light
• Imagine the darkness fleeing from him at top speed.

• Today is, if you will, one of the mountain tops in our liturgical cycle 
together
• For the last few weeks, we have been working toward an Epiphany, a 

new realization and understanding about this baby born back at 
Christmas

• By design, each week teaches more about Jesus, his life, his teachings, 
his miracles

• We get to live vicariously through his disciples as he walks and talks 
among the people teaching them about God

• Slowly revealing himself to be much more than just another teacher, just 
another spiritual guru
• More than even just another great prophet.  

• And the events of today’s Gospel passage send that message very 
clearly, giving us clues along the ways

• Scripture records six days now have passed since Peter acknowledged 
Jesus as the Son of God
• And now Peter, James, and John follow Jesus up a high mountain
• Jesus is then transfigured, or transformed , before them4

• His face shone brightly like the sun, his clothes dazzled with bright white 
light

• In just those few short verses, we are given an immense amount 
symbolic material that all point to deeper meaning

• Clues that something spiritual is going on here parallel with the historical
• We start at the beginning with the climb up a mountain- a dead give 

away that something very important is about to happen
• Jesus takes three of his disciples with him

 http://leftbehindandlovingit.blogspot.com4
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• The Greek wording here is significant- Jesus “took up” his disciples to 
the mountain, 5
• “took up”, translated, it’s the same verb used when someone “takes 

up” a sacrifice to the altar
• Abraham took up Isaac to the mountain
• Something holy is about to happen

• And Mountains, whether literal or metaphorical, are almost always 
places closer to God

• Thin places, as the Celtics believed - places where it is easier for us to 
see the divine perspective and experience God’s life-changing power 

• This is no exception, they may be climbing an actual mountain here, but 
they are also moving closer to the divine for a holy purpose

• Preparing for a spiritual experience and awakening 
• And there along with Jesus appears Moses and Elijah

• As Matthew writes the gospel, remember his primary audience is Jewish 
converts to the faith

• Here, with Jesus, is the embodiment of the Law and the prophets6

• Moses and Elijah
• He is peers with these two holy and God-called men
• Moses, who heard God’s call from a burning bush

• One that emitted light, I might add
• Who was called up a mountain, Mt Sinai, who waited there for six days- 

the same amount of time that has passed here with Peter
• And then was called into the very presence of God to receive the law.
• After which he too was transfigured, his face shown brightly with God’s 

glory
• And later he led his people through wilderness and death to the 

promised land
• Along with Moses, we have Elijah, one of the greatest prophets of 

Hebrew Scripture
• Appearing here perhaps as a fulfillment of a prophecy in the book of 

Malachi (4:4-5) , 7

 http://www.pulpitfiction.us/show-notes/207-transfiguration-a-feb-26-20175

 http://www.montreal.anglican.org/comments/archive/bepflm.shtml6

 Robert A. Bryant, Feasting on the Word Year A Volume 1, (Louisville: Westminster John Knox 7

Press, 2010) 457
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• Which says Elijah would return one day before “the great and terrible 
day of the Lord comes”

• And certainly connecting Jesus to the prophetic tradition
• Elijah, who called down fire from heaven to defeat the prophets of Baal8
• Who gets so frustrated and depressed, goes through his own 

wilderness, and just wants God to kill him
• But who then goes to a mountain top to witness a terrible wind, a great 

earthquake, a fire, and a still small voice
• And then does he realize he is in the very presence of God
• He anoints the next king of Israel, and then does not die but is taken up 

into heaven by a chariot of fire
• There is almost too much to unpack here. 
• The overwhelming truth about Jesus chases away any doubt like light 

chases away the darkness
• Yet with all the layers to this event and Matthew’s connection of it to the 

Law and the prophets of old
• The true transfiguration here, or metamorphosis, is not occurring in 

Jesus, at least I don’t think so 
• Jesus is the same as he was before this, during this, and after this 

miraculous event
• He was and still is the Son of God, the Word made Flesh, the one who 

came into the world to save it
• The real transformation and conversion is happening, I believe, within 

the disciples as they witness it
• Maybe we should rename this liturgical day as the transfiguration of the 

disciples
• Because the change is not in Jesus, he’s still the same, but it is in how 

they see him, how they now understand him
• Their faith, declared by Peter six days before, has removed the veil from 

their eyes, if only for a moment
• And on this mountain top, this thin place, they see Jesus as he really is, 

in a way their minds can comprehend
• They see him transcend even Moses and Elijah
• They see him glowing and shining with light like the sun, the same light 

God brought into being in the very beginning of creation
• And they get it, they understand

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elijah8
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• And they do what any of us would likely do having seen that level of 
spiritual truth- they are scared and overwhelmed

• They want to build a church, they want to stay there and bask in the 
moment, preserve it somehow

• I doubt they even know what they are saying- their minds having just 
been blown

• Jesus reaches out and touches them, gently bringing them back to the 
moment

• Lovingly tells them to not be afraid, but to get up and return back down 
the mountain.

• I think all of this has happened for their benefit
• Not only as a revelation of Jesus’ true nature and being
• But as a moment in time that could bring them strength for the days 

ahead
• As times got harder, as they walked towards Jerusalem and the cross, 

this memory, this epiphany, can bring light into their dark worlds
• Because like Moses who then wandered in the wilderness for 40 years
• And like Elijah who became depressed and went into the wilderness 

and sat under a tree
• Jesus and his disciples are about to embark upon a difficult wilderness 

journey themselves.  
• They will need to carry the light of this moment in time with them, 

because there will be much darkness 
• And I think that you and I, along with the disciples, will need this light as 

well
• Because we are not only going to accompany them through this dark 

time, walking the road to the cross and beyond
• We are also about to start our own Holy Lent, a wilderness journey of 

sorts
• When we will need the light of Christ to shine into the darkness of our 

own hearts and lives
• To show us those places where we need to repent, to change, to heal
• Places within where we need to be transfigured to better see and reflect 

this great light
• For us, like these great examples before us today, Moses, Elijah, Peter 

James and John
• We too have hope that the darkness within that is in need of healing and 

transformation
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• The darkness that we will enter as we leave this mountain top and begin 
our Lenten journey on Wednesday

• Will flee when exposed to the light
• As we leave here today and prepare the weeks to come, Ash 

Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Holy Week
• I encourage you to begin preparation for your own spiritual journey into 

the wilderness of the deepest recesses of our hearts
• A Holy Lent.
• Go bravely, carry the light that Jesus has given us
• The good news for us is that spiritual darkness, much like actual 

darkness, flees at the speed of light.

Amen.
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