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“A Day in the Life of God”

• This morning, we hear from the Gospel of John one of the greatest 
poems ever written about Christmas
• This gospel is relatively unconcerned with the details of Jesus’ birth
• And unlike Matthew and Luke, there is no manger, no star, no wise men, 

no angels
• Mary and Joseph are even absent from John’s account
• If you remember from last night, this is quite a bit different from Luke’s 

gospel
• We talked a lot about the Gospel of Luke and how he wanted to situate 

Jesus’ birth in history
• Luke believed it was so important that it even effected the kings and 

rulers of his day
• That if you think Cesar’s birth is important, Jesus’ is even more so, 

Luke seems to say1

• But for John, that is small potatoes, and he starts his Gospel back at the 
very beginning of everything

• Back before time, when a wind blew over the deep, back when chaos 
and darkness was all that there was

• Long before Rome or any other earthly kingdom mattered at all
• This opening poem that says: “In the beginning was the Word.”
• “And the Word was with God… and the word was God”
• And through that Word spoken by God, all things came into being, and it 

was life, and light, and it was order
• And death, chaos and darkness were moved aside and could not 

overcome it.
• Of course the author of John is referencing another poem we know, one 

recorded in the very first chapter of Genesis
• The one that sings the song of God creating.  
• In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, God spoke 

things into existence, and then spoke to declare them good

 http://www.pulpitfiction.us/show-notes/199-christmas-a-dec-25-20161
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• The Word spoken by God is the very means by which God creates
• And it is in this arena that John situates Jesus’s entry into our world
• Christ’s birth is the next day in the life of God

• Now when we read Genesis 1, and we hear about the 7 days of creation, 
I will tell you up front that I am not a young earth creationist
• I am convinced that the earth is much much older than that
• Frankly, God is simply not confined by our notions of time and its 

passing
• That when our creation story talks about days, it is talking about time in 

a divine and eternal sense, not what we have decided is 24 hours
• Instead, I think Genesis attempts to communicate the best way it can to 

us how a timeless being slowly and intentionally brought the world into 
existence

• Each day representing a significant milestone of the world’s 
development, all orchestrated by God

• From our best guesses, the first lines in Genesis were finally written 
down around 1000 BCE, 3 thousand years ago

• And amazingly enough, with the technology available to them, they got 
really close to our modern understanding of things:

• First there had to be light and heat
• And then ocean critters, followed by vegetation and land animals
• Only toward the end were things just right for us to enter the story
• The only thing we really understand more now is that the stars probably 

came earlier in the story
• But without a telescope, and convinced that the earth was flat and the 

center of everything
• They still did a pretty good job with what they had

• And as the poem goes, after humankind is brought forth, God takes the 
seventh day to rest

• I bring all of this up this morning because this is the context in which John 
writes his prologue
• This is what we have to remember before we can hear how that same 

word then went on to become flesh
• For this author, the day Christ was born was the start of another day in 

God’s life, another day in the life of a God who creates
• And this day is just as significant in scope as the other 6, when the 

world begins to drastically change from what it was
• This is day 8 in the poem of creation continued.
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• And the use of the Word was very intentional here
• The Greek word translated here in John is Logos, and it gives us a 

deeper understanding of what the author meant
• Logos began as meaning simply speech or word, by the time John was 

written, it had begun to take on a deeper usage and meaning
• More than just the words used to speak, it carries with it the connotation 

of order and knowledge, the reason and logic behind the words2

• Logos here in John is the divine ordering of the world, the divine 
knowledge

• This is the same Word that created light in the darkness before, and 
now it creates light of a different kind

• It speaks God’s love and hope into dark world 
• And so once again, we hear the Word of God speaking, and this time it is 

through Jesus
• But more than that- not just speaking, existing in Jesus.  
• For what better way to understand God than to have an in-the-flesh 

version of the Word that has been active all along?
• The World of God, who had spoken at creation, spoken through 

prophets, now takes on flesh of its own- 
• Jesus becomes a revelation of God without mediation

• Jesus is the very self-expression of God (NIB)
• This is of great comfort to me, to be honest
• We do not follow a prophet, we do not follow a priest, for those are just 

people
• We do not even ultimately follow the Bible, even though we believe it to 

be inspired and holy
• And to contain all things necessary for salvation (BCP)

• The ultimate authority for Christians remains the life and person of 
Jesus Christ

• Because it is Jesus himself who lives out the ultimate message from 
God, speaking to us through his birth, his life, and finally his death

• John says the Word came to live among us, dwell with us, 
• That can be translated as “to spread a tent” like God did with Moses in 

the tabernacle of the Old Testament
• This is not a short, temporary visit.  God is here for the long haul.

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logos2
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• Indeed Christ, this primary expression of God, is still with us today, 
when two or three gather together

• Still present in this bread and this wine
• Still walking with us through life healing, encouraging, and challenging 

us
• That is whey we are finally here this weekend, why we celebrate this 

miracle of God come to earth
• If the other days in God’s creation history offer us any clue

• That is that they perhaps took millions of years to unfold
• We can safely say that this day, the next day in the week, day 8, has 

just begun
• The light has just begun to peek through the trees and scatter last 

night’s darkness
• God’s day of rest is complete, and now the creating continues
• As as this brief homily concludes, I want to you spend the next few 

minutes wondering what this new day might hold for you
• What is God doing, what Word is God speaking now, to us? 
• Today is the start of a brand new day.
• How might we join with God in making this new day, a new day in the 

life of God, into the fullest it could be?  

Amen.
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