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Year A Christmas Eve Proper 1

Luke 2:1-14

“A not-so-silent night”

• Over the last couple week, I have gained a new appreciation for silence
• Not too long ago Gaius, my 8 year old son, had a sleepover at a friends 

house, and I took him around 6pm on a Friday night 
• Katy arrived home from work shortly after, the baby was sleeping 

soundly in the car seat, and we went out to dinner
• As the baby slept, it was just the two of us, as we decompressed from 

one of our normal, hectic weeks
• With a glass of wine, and long, quiet pauses between conversation, we 

enjoyed a dinner out.
• It was so abnormal that we were talking about it days after
• Although letting the baby sleep that much meant that he didn’t sleep 

later that night, 
• There were a precious few hours in there that things were just calmer, 

more still, slower
• Now I love family life, but it made me realize in contrast just how not-so-

quiet our house usually is these days
• And from what I see, you don’t have to have kids in the house to get 

stuck in that fast-paced life
•
• And as I began to prepare for tonight’s service, to read the lessons and 

look over the service bulletin drafts
• I saw that famous hymn, “Silent Night”, that we sing each and every 

year at the end of our service 
• It is one of the more meaningful parts of our Christmas Eve together,
• A moment to pause, allow room for some still and quiet perhaps, and 

sing about that wondrous night so long ago
• And it occurred to me that honestly, it while it makes for a good song 

and a great moment in church
• It was probably not-so-silent a night after all

• We can only imagine the scene- Luke gives us a lot of good detail on this 
one, although different from the other gospels  
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• The gospel of Mark skips the birth all together, and begins at Jesus’ 
baptism

• The gospel of Matthew does mention Jesus’ birth, but jumps a couple of 
years to the three kings and Herod’s plot to kill the newborn
• And the holy families fleeing as refugees to Egypt to save their son

• And then John’s gospel is more interested in divine cosmic implications, 
with Jesus’ birth being a part of God’s creation itself back in Genesis

• But thanks to Luke, we have some insight on what that one night might 
have really been like

• Luke’s goal, as stated in the first verse of the gospel, is to set down an 
orderly account of these events

• So Mary, after encountering the angel Gabriel, accepts this new task 
from God

• This new vocation, the god-bearer, or Theotokos in Greek
• That she would bear a son, and he would be the Son of God
• Luke takes special care to situate Jesus’ birth in history- it is important 

to the author
• This is not a mythology occurring in a land far far away outside of our 

own reality
• This was during Emperor Augustus, under governor Quirinius, and it 

occurred in Bethlehem- specific dates and places
• We cannot just write it off.  
• Now we know in hindsight that Luke does not get these details 

absolutely correct… 
• the author is writing down events almost 100 years after the fact without 

the benefit of history books, cameras, or even living eye witnesses
• He is off by six years or so regarding Quirinius’ rule, he is not exactly 

right about the census taking place
• But he is trying with the best information he has available to him
• More importantly he wants us to know that these events are not fairy 

tales, they really happened
• They are our history.  
• This already begins shapes Jesus’ ministry to be one here with us, 

ushering in God’s kingdom right in our midst
• With us, among us, and including us
• And as Luke might say, in our time and on our land.
• In Luke, Joseph and Mary had traveled to Bethlehem, and upon arrival 

found no room to rent
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• No one had time or a bed for another no-name, no prestige, no money  
couple, 

• So Mary and Joseph found whatever shelter they could, in this case a 
barn

• Of course this is the night Mary goes into labor, and nothing about that 
is silent- no pain meds, no epidural, no antibiotics
• Just hay, animals, and maybe a midwife

• And places him in the feeding trough, perhaps foreshadowing Jesus as 
food for the world

• Even after the birth itself, the first night home with a new baby is not a 
restful one

• In that great hymn “Away in a Manger”, it says the cattle are lowing, or 
making noise, and it wakes the baby

• I’ve had the doorbell wake up my dog who woke up my kid, and it is not 
quiet event

• This scene in the gospel is anything but silent and peaceful, but still 
beautiful 

• And yet this night was not just like any other night with a newborn
• This night was something special, something divine
• Even if the author of the Gospel of Luke gets the details wrong, he goes 

to great length to get the message right. 
• Luke starts off with the big picture, with the zoom all the way out.
• With Emperor Augustus, in Rome, the capital of the known world.
• Because if God’s son was going to be born, he would be born to the 

emperor of Rome1

• Where else would such an important birth occur?  In fact, Emperor 
Augustus was already called “Son of God” by some

• He had a cult-like following, so seems logical that God would chose 
Rome to be the place

• But no.  
• So maybe Syria, a Roman province- nope
• Ok, maybe Jerusalem at least? With the temple… no.
• All the way down to Bethlehem, small and insignificant, completely at 

odds with the Augustus and Rome
• Jesus was born in a manger, not a palace

 PulpitFiction, downloaded 12/20/2019, https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/pulpit-fiction-1

podcast/id601880520?i=1000460016549
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• With animals instead of attendants, 
• It is here in the midst of all of these contrasts that God’s son is born
• Luke setting up the tension between God’s Kingdom and Augustus’ 

kingdom right from the start
• In God’s kingdom, there are no insignificant places or people
• In God’s kingdom, peace is achieved through humility, love, and even 

vulnerability, not with the Roman way of violence and force
• And if that wasn’t enough, the news was announced by the army of 

angels to shepherds tending a flock
• There were no royal criers
• No royal announcements on parchment paper
• No visiting heads of state
• It was shepherds, considered among the lowest group of people by 

reputation, living suspiciously on the fringes of society with their flocks
• This is what caught my imagination this year- you know that’s how it 

goes
• We hear this story every year, but when you open your hear to it, it can 

speak fresh
• These shepherds are the unlikely recipients of this divine message
• They hear the angels, they go see the child, and they leave 

transformed2

• They become divine heralds themselves- no longer on the fringe, God 
has brought them front and center

• Luke later says they return glorifying and praising God
• Literally shouting the good news that they have witnessed.
• Oh! if only Christmas had that effect on all of us.  

• Later in the service we will sing that wonderful hymn “O Silent Night”
• It is one of my favorite moments of the year, when we stop everything, 

kneel, and ponder the holy significance of these events so long ago
• In some ways this night was divinely peaceful, as the host of heaven 

stood still and watched in awe. 
• And in some ways it was anything but that

• Mary in labor, Joseph maybe pacing outside, Angels shouting, 
shepherds awkwardly visiting 

 PulpitFiction, downloaded 12/20/2019, https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/pulpit-fiction-2

podcast/id601880520?i=1000460016549
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• So my challenge to you is this: in our silent and peaceful moment during 
that hymn, remember that in many places around us throughout our 
nation and our world
• Tonight is anything but silent, and anything but peaceful
• Some live in fear hearing sirens and huddling for warmth
• Some are fighting wars, hearing the bombs go off and the guns fire
• And some struggle to fight off the growls they hear from their 

stomachs after going without food for too long
• It is our job to carry God’s message, the message of peace, hope, and 

love, into our not so silent world
• We are also heralds of this great news, just like those shepherds 

became that night so long ago.
• That God loved us so much that he sent his son, the Word made flesh, 

to tell us
• And what God wants most from us is to love each other, imitating the in-

the-flesh example God has provided
• This is our good news, God’s message so important and so urgent that 

it was delivered in person
• That there is hope.  God does love us.  And God is reaching out to us.
• And that there is peace to be found, even in the midst of the noise.
• The world needs some good news: for unto us a child is born this night: 

Emmanuel, God is with us.  
• That night God did not stay silent, and neither can we.

Amen.

Page  of 5 5


