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Year A Epiphany 1 (Jesus’ baptism)

Isaiah 42:1-9
Acts 10:34-43

Matthew 3:13-17

“It looks as good as the day you got it.”

• I have never been able to convince myself to get a tattoo
• No piercings either- I’ve heard someone here joke that I’m a 36 year old 

rector with no tattoos.  
• It’s true! How weird, right? 

• Here’s my disclaimer- I have no problem with tattoos and piercings 
frankly, and think some of them look good
• Some of them don’t

• But here’s the thing, I’m a little chicken, and I have heard it hurts 
• Secondly, I am not quite sure I could decide on an image that I would 

want to commit to- forever
• But here is the real reason, and it is summed up perfectly in a comic I 

recently saw on Facebook
• The comic had two people, one younger and one older
• And they both had tattoos
• The younger person’s tattoo was crisp and easy to recognize, while the 

older person’s tattoo was a little harder too make out
• The older person said to the younger, “Mine used to be an eagle too.”
• If I could get past the pain, and the commitment to a single image, 
• There would be no guarantee it would look good thirty years later!
• So I never got a tattoo
• And yet, it just so happens that our language surrounding what happens 

at baptism is very similar to getting a tattoo
• We say that baptism puts an indelible mark on the person, marking 

them as Christ’s own forever
• Indelible, or something that cannot be deleted1

 Dictionary Application from Apple (c) 2005-2011, Version 2.2.1 (156)1
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• Baptism is a little like getting a spiritual tattoo, except no pain, and it will 
always look as good as the day you got it

• It marks the beginning of one’s walk with God, and a lifelong attempt to 
follow in Christ’s footsteps

• Today we are fortunate enough to welcome a new member into God’s 
family: Eddie Taylor

• According to our prayer book, baptism is considered one of the two “great 
sacraments” in the Episcopal Church (BCP 858)
• One that was instituted by Jesus while he was on earth
• Baptism accompanies Eucharist in the two sacraments that Jesus both 

demonstrated by example, and then told us to do
• These sacraments are an “outward and visible sign of an inward and 

spiritual grace” (BCP 857)
• And today, we get to do both of them
• This event in Jesus’ life, his baptism, is found in all three of our synoptic 

gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), 
• Certainly signifying its importance to the ancient church
• Some scholars believe the early Christians found more meaning in 

Jesus’ baptism and start of his ministry than his miraculous birth
• Probably supported by the fact that Mark begins his Gospel at this 

point in Jesus’ life
• And today we get to hear Matthew’s account of this inaugural event in 

Jesus’ ministry
• Since last Sunday and even just Friday, many years have passed as we 

tell the story of Jesus’ life
• The wise men have come and gone, the trip to Egypt is over, Jesus has 

been presented in the temple
• And now he is all grown up!  Jesus is thirty years old in our gospel today 

and being baptized by John the Baptist in the river Jordan
• They grow up so fast!

• It’s a familiar story to us; Jesus was baptized by John
• And heaven opened up, and the Holy Spirit descended like a dove.
• Then a voice came from heaven saying that Jesus was God’s beloved 

Son and that God was well pleased
• It is even an answer to the prophet Isaiah’s prayer, “O that you would 

tear open the heavens and come down,”  (Isaiah 64:1)2

 http://www.ucc.org/worship_samuel_sermon_seeds_january_8_20172
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• Just as an aside, if you’ve ever wondered about it, this is one of the 
scriptural foundations for our belief in a Trinity
• There are three persons in this scene- disembodied voice from 

heaven, dove descending, and Christ being baptized.
• And these three appearances, along with Jesus’ own instructions to 

baptize in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit helped give 
way to the doctrine of the Trinity in the early church.

• Even if it ultimately remains a mystery 
• Jesus’ baptism in our gospel this morning officially began his earthly 

ministry, and our baptism begins our intentional relationship to God as 
well
• And guarantees it forever, like that tattoo
• I’m amazed, however, at all the different views on baptism
• It’s a legacy left over from the Reformation where you will remember 

baptism being one of the theological divides
• The subject of Infant Baptism always comes up very quickly when 

discussing baptism, at least in the church in which I grew up
• Did you know that during the Reformation, The Catholics , Martin 3

Luther , and John Calvin  all agreed that it was a important to baptize 4 5

children?
• The all had their different reasons, but all practiced and wrote in support 

of it
• And still most Christian denominations worldwide practice infant 

baptism6

• Whether as an adult or baby, baptism is the induction into God’s family.
• It’s not simply the joining of a particular church or denomination, but an 

entry into relationship with God.
• It is the induction into the larger church.

• Not only do we promise to walk with God, but more importantly God 
promises to walk with us.

 St. Augustine’s teaching on original sin3

 http://bookofconcord.org/lc-6-baptism.php4

 http://www.reformedtheology.ca/baptism.html5

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infant_baptism6
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• And for infants and children who are too young to make a promise like 
that, the parents and godparents promise to raise the child in a life of 
faith

• That no matter how old a person is, their baptism publicly marks the 
beginning of their intentional walk with God

• And with each baptism, we remember God’s faithfulness to us and 
God’s promise that God will walk with us through life and beyond.

• For Eddie, today begins that walk with God
• Another amazing piece to our baptismal theology is found here in Acts, as 

we read Peter’s summary of what it means to be a Christian
• Not only does Peter go into length about what Christians believe, but he 

put that faith into action right at the beginning
• Peter is speaking to Cornelius and the other Gentiles
• This action was quite controversial at the time
• The early church was wrestling with whether to include us Gentiles, or if 

Jesus came only for the Jews
• Peter, known as the apostle to the Jews , was seeing God at work 7

beyond the boundaries most believed possible
• And he took the risk, saw God’s work with Cornelius and other Gentiles, 

and welcomed them as equals in Jesus Christ8
• Disassembling those artificial labels is part of our work as Christians, 

part of what we sign up for when we are baptized
• Isaiah describes God’s servant as one who brings forth justice by 

upholding and encouraging the weak9

• And in that person God’s soul delights
• And finally, in a great example from Jesus himself, after his baptism 

Peter recounts that Jesus went about doing good
• Healing those who were oppressed

• For God was with him
• That is exactly what our baptism should be: empowered by God to go 

out into the world to do justice, do good, and help the oppressed
• God will be with us too.

 Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary, Marion Soards, ed., Year A, Advent/Christmas/7

Epiphany, (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1992) 103

 Timothy F. Sedgwick, Feasting on the Word Year A, Volume 1, David L. Bartlett and Barbara 8

Brown Taylor, eds., (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2010) 230

 Stephanie A. Paulsell, Ibid. 2189
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• One priest once told me a great story about a baptism he did
• One of a small girl who was very excited about the whole thing
• And the service went off without a hitch, the young girl did a great job
• And afterward, on the way out the door, she ran up to the priest and 

asked: “Can you still see my cross?”
• Perhaps the water and oil had already dried, but my hope is that anyone  

who see us will be able to see our crosses
• Through our actions and our faith
• Today God adopts two more into this holy family, and the rest of us 

renew our baptism promises as well
• It is a spiritual mark that has God’s guarantee behind it- that God will 

always walk with you through your life
• Through the ups, the downs, the faith, and the doubt, the success and 

the failure
• Surrounding us with grace and forgiveness
• Empowering us to help bring about God’s kingdom.
• It is a permanent mark, backed by God, that will never fade
• And it will always look as good as the day you got it.

Amen.
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