
VILLAGE & TOWN OF STOCKBRIDGE 
4th QUARTER 2020 JOINT MEETING 

Tuesday, January 26, 2021 6:30 p.m. 

COMMUNITY HALL – 175 S. MILITARY ROAD 
 

The meeting called to order by Ken Schaefer at 6:30 PM.   

Present: Joe Kuhn, Heather Turba, Tom Head, Dean Hemauer, Chuck Ecker, Mike 

Funk, Hailey Joas, Bill Van Hoorn, Bobbi Reedy, Amy Zahringer, Ken Schaefer, 

Dean Joas, Mark Ecker, Kathy Stadtmueller, Jim Hooyman, Greg Zickuhr, Tim 

Lemke, Nate Bowe, Marilyn Behnke, Tammy Mackai, Ty Bodden. 

Tom Head reported on the renewal of policy of the Fire Department and 1st 

Responders.  Very similar to last year with an increase of a couple of hundred 

dollars.  Tammy Mackai reported on the village receiving a check for a claim from 

the insurance company and was wondering what the check was for.  It was 

determined that was the reimbursement for damages at the Phil’s Pumping fire.   

Regarding the 1st Responder’s Claim, Tom Head said the check was mailed to the 

damaged party in the collision of the first responder driving to a call and hitting a 

deer on the way.   

The name of the fire department was discussed and the board indicated that 

Mike Funk should make sure the name of the fire department is correct on all 

documents.   

Ken asked about coverage on personal vehicles on a first responder’s call. Tom 

explained coverage on personal vehicles on a call.  Hailey Joas and Joe Kuhn made 

some comments/questions about personal vehicle coverage.  

Dean moved and Marilyn Behnke 2nd to approve accepting the policy from Head 

Insurance for the fire department and first responders.  M/C.   

Tammy Mackai moved to approve the minutes correcting the name of Amy 

Zahringer to be replaced with Tammy Mackai as an appointee on the FD/1st Res. 



Long-range planning committee.  Marilyn Behnke 2nd the motion.  M/C Amy 

Zahringer abstained.   

Roofing project:  Bobbi Reedy shared the bill has been received by village and was 

listed on the pro-rated expenses for reimbursement by the town.  

No public comments. 

Fire Department Budget:   Mike Funk explained the budget.  Dean Joas noted the 

reduced budget should not be used to penalize future budgets as it was 

decreased by $4400.00 because of an allocation to the Routes to Recovery grant 

application.  Future budgets should not be penalizing the fire department per 

Dean and others in the room.  Amy Z. shared that she would like to see the fire 

department’s budget approved at a joint meeting in the future.  No formal 

motion/action made or passed.  

No objections to the fire department budget were stated. 

Fire Dept. by-laws:  Tim Lemke reported he did not think the boards needed to 

approve the Fire Department’s by-laws based on the reading he did. Mike Funk 

indicated that he is looking for direction on what the boards would like as far as 

changes to the by-laws. Ken asked about insurance coverage on staff and the 

certification (or lack of) to perform certain activities.  General discussion followed.  

Mike indicated training is in-house and some is outside contracted.  The outside 

education has been difficult with pandemic delays.   Tammy indicated she wants 

to see a safety officers certify officers.    Ken indicated he had a problem with 

changing the by-laws on the night of the election of officers.  Marliyn B. indicated 

the boards should not make the fire department make changes as people are 

forgetting that the staff are volunteers.  Tammy Mackai shared she was 

concerned about lawsuits if someone should be injured.  Mike F. shared the 

department is trying to follow SPS 330 and all administrative rules.  Mike Funk 

indicated all new officers meet the SPS 330 requirements in response to Tammy 

Mackai’s questions.   In response to the recent by-law changes, Ken S. moved that 

any by-law changes passed by fire department members governing the fire 



department going forward shall not go into effect until 3 months after the date of 

passage.  Tim L. 2nd the motion and M/C. Dean Joas abstained.   

Marilyn B. moved the joint boards in the future adopt/approve future fire 

department by-laws in the future.  Ken 2nd.  M/C Dean Joas abstained.   

Tim L. moved and Greg Z. 2nd that going forward the joint boards have the 

authority to approve of disapprove all future by-law changes.  M/C. 

Greg Z. shared the joint boards in his opinion should not approve the fire 

department officers.   General discussion followed. 

Amy Z. moved to remove the requirement to approve the fire department 

officers.  Ken S. 2nd.  M/C Marilyn B. voted nay and Dean Joas abstained.   

Proration formula used to divide village and town expenses for the fire dept. and 

1st Responders:  Clerk Steve P. shared the confusion of whether the clerks should 

use most recent values as they become available or use the same values for 

population and equalized value the entire calendar year.  Ty B. moved and Tammy 

M. 2nd the clerks should use the most recent values as of January 1 and use the 

same value the entire year.  M/C. 

Ken and Tim reported on the first meeting of the long-range planning committee 

for the fire dept and first responders.   Ken shared the committee touched the 

issue of fire department ownership structure and all conversations were purely 

hypothetical at this point with all issues on the table and no-decisions anywhere 

near being made.  No objections/affirmations to the issue were shared from 

board members.   

First Responders by-law changes:  Amy Z. moved and Tim L. 2nd to approve the 

changes in the by-laws as they were shared by Captain Kathy Stadtmueller.  M/C 

Dean Joas abstained.  Kathy S. reported there we no changes to the officer roster.   

Village reimbursement of 1st responder expenses:  Amy Z moved and Marilyn B. 

2nd for the village to pay the town $ 455.96.  M/C. 



Town reimbursement of fire department and hall expenses:  Mark E. moved and 

Ken 2nd to pay the village $40,247.92.  M/C.  Dean Joas abstained.  

Fire Chief’s Report:  34 current members, 11 fire calls of which 8 were in the 

town, 2 mutual aid and 1 to the Calumet Fire Dept. and 1 to the Harrison Fire 

Dept. New officers were elected.  See report for full details.   

First Responder’s Report:  15 members, 23 calls of which 11 in the town and 12 

were in the village.       

Buildings and Grounds:  Ken inquired about the seal-coating the driveway in the 

summer when crews were in the area for other work.  No objections were stated 

to the issue other than not using black.  Hinges, weather stripping and rollers of 

the truck doors were discussed.  Joe K. is researching the issue.  Chuck E. asked 

about the stained ceiling tiles and Ken indicated he wanted to wait and see to 

confirm there are no more/continued leaks in the roof.   

Mike Funk and Hailey Joas shared information about the Rantoul and Calumet fire 

departments that the committee doing long-range planning may find useful.   

At 8:56 PM, Amy Z moved and Marilyn B. 2nd to adjourn.  M/C. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steve Phipps, Clerk 

Town of Stockbridge 

 


