
CHAPTER 27

INITIAL RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATED TO CONSTRUCTION OF AND 
CONNECTION TO THE VILLAGE OF STOCKBRIDGE WATER SYSTEM

27.01 MANDATORY CONNECTION

1. The owner of each parcel of land adjacent to a water main on which there exists a building
useable for human habitation in which plumbing exists shall connect to such system within
six months of notice in writing from the Village of Stockbridge that the water system is
operational and has service available to the subject property.  Upon failure to do so, the
Village of Stockbridge may cause such connection to be made and bill the property owner
for such costs.  If such costs are not paid within 30 days, such notice shall be assessed as a
special tax lien against the property, all pursuant to Section 66.0809, Wisconsin Statutes.

2. In lieu of the above connection by the Village, the Village of Stockbridge at its option may
impose a penalty for the period the violation continues, after 30 days written notice to any
owner failing to made a connection to the water system in an amount not less than $100.00
nor more than $1,000.00 per month for each residential unit equivalent for the period in
which the failure to connect continues, and upon failure to make such payment said charge
shall be assessed as a special tax lien against the property, all pursuant to Sec. 66.0809, Stats.

3. This ordinance ordains that the failure to connect to the water system is contrary to the
minimum health standards of said Village of Stockbridge and fails to assure preservation of
public health, comfort, and safety of said Village and is an exercise of the Village police
power.  

4. Without regard to the actual connection date for any property, the periodic user fee shall
begin immediately upon notice to property owners that the municipal water system is
operational.  That fee shall be as set as the minimum billing in the rate ruling as ordered by
the Wisconsin Public Service Commission.

27.02 LATERALS TO STRUCTURES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

1. All water lines on private property, whether underground or within a structure, must be
constructed in accordance with the State of Wisconsin Administrative Code, “Design,
Construction, Installation, Supervision and Inspection of Plumbing”; Subchapter IV - “Water
Supply Systems”.

2. All laterals installed after the effective date of this ordinance shall be a minimum of one inch
in diameter.



3. Composition of lateral piping must meet state requirements for water distribution systems
and the state plumbing code.

4. All installations must comply with the State of Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapters
H61, H62 and H63 (State Plumbing Code).  

5. Where laterals have been placed on properties prior to the effective date of this ordinance,
the owner must provide to the village a plumber’s certified statement showing the result of
an air test of these lines, a statement showing the result of an air test of these lines, a
statement related to the composition of the materials contained in this lateral piping, the
original installation date and written documentation thereof, and a statement certifying that
the materials are contiguous from the point of connection to the municipal system to the
meter with no cross connection piping.  The final determination on the usability of these lines
will be made by the Village of Stockbridge.

6. The laterals to the structure shall be connected at the property owner’s expense to the water
main lateral valve installed by the Village at the property line.

7. All connections made under this section must be certified by a licensed plumber as meeting
all applicable state and local codes.

27.03 WATER METERS

1. Meters shall be provided by the Village of Stockbridge for each plumbed structure at no
additional cost to the property owner.  It shall be the duty of the owner of any premises to
provide an interior location for the water meter, and to maintain such location and
passageway thereto, clean and sanitary and free from any obstruction or any conditions of a
hazardous nature.  No connection for water meters shall be installed in any location not easily
accessible, or which is or may be unclean, unsanitary or in any way unsafe to Village
representatives in discharge of their duties.

2. An outside meter readout device shall also be provided by the Village with each meter.  This
devise must be installed on the outside of the structure in such a manner as to be easily
accessible to the Village for meter reading purposes.  That outside device must be directly
connected to the internally installed meter.

3. Both the meter and the readout device must be installed at the property owner’s expense.  A
licensed plumber must provide to the owner and to the Village a certified statement that the
installation complies with all applicable state and local codes.



27.04 INSPECTIONS REQUIRED

1. The Village will conduct an inspection of all building water connections.  One inspection
will be conducted following the provision to the Village by the owner of the plumbers
certification forms indicating that all connections have been connected in compliance with
state and local codes.  Additional inspections will be conducted if needed to insure
compliance.  The Village will provide certification forms.

2. A shutoff valve (curbstop) will be installed by the Village at each property line.  This valve
will be opened by the Village connecting a property to the Village water system ONLY after
proper certifications have been provided to the Village.  At no time may any private
individual interfere with the Village's setting of that valve.

3. The Village presents the following sequence of events as a likely schedule to complete
connection and inspection requirements:

a. A licensed plumber installs lateral connection and curb connection and certifies
correctness.

b. A licensed plumber installs the water meter with two shutoff valves, one on the
Village side and the other on the building side of the meter.

c. A licensed plumber air tests the lateral line and curb stop connection in accordance
with state code and certifies correctness.

d. The owner provides all plumber certifications to the Village.

e. The Village notifies owner that the municipal system is operational.

f. The Village turns on the water to serve the property at the curb stop providing proper
certifications have been filed.

g. A licensed plumber disconnects the owner’s previous private well connections and
opens the shutoff valves on both sides of the meter.

h. The owner notifies the Village that his new connection to the municipal system is
complete.

i. The Village conducts an inspection of all internal plumbing connections.

j. Should any deficiencies exist, they must be corrected with some of the above steps
being repeated as determined by the Village.

k. Additional inspections may be required at the Village’s discretion to insure full
compliance.



l. When the property is in full compliance, the owner proceeds toward abandonment
of his private well or with his application to retain that well for outside uses only.

4. Every property owner shall permit the Village’s representative at all reasonable hours, to
enter their premises or building to examine the pipes and fixtures and the manner in which
the water is used, and they must at all times, frankly and without concealment, answer all
questions put to them relative to its use.  If entry is refused, the City may obtain a special
inspection warrant under Sec. 66.22, Stats., and the property owner shall be responsible for
all costs of obtaining said inspection warrant.  

5. The Village will conduct one inspection of the connections at no cost to the property owner. 
Any additional inspections necessitated by non-compliance will be conducted at the owner's
expense at the rate of $35.00 per inspection.  Additional inspections will be billed to the
property owner.  If not paid said charge shall be assessed as a special tax lien against the
property, all pursuant to Sec. 66.0809, Stats.

27.05 PRIVATE WELL ABANDONMENT

1. PURPOSE.

a. Chapters 111 and 112, Wis. Adm. Code, directs suppliers of water for municipal
water systems to require the abandonment of all unused, unsafe or noncomplying
wells located on the premises served by their system, by local ordinance or water
utility rule, to prevent such wells as acting as channels for contamination or vertical
movement of water and to eliminate all existing cross-connections and prevent all
future cross-connections.

b. The purpose of the well abandonment requirement is to prevent contamination of
groundwater and to protect public health, safety and welfare by assuring that unused,
unsafe or noncomplying wells or wells which may serve as conduits for
contamination or wells which may be illegally cross-connected to the municipal
water systems, are properly abandoned.

c. This requirement applies to all wells located on premises served by the Village of
Stockbridge Water System and any well designated by the Village of Stockbridge as
a potential danger to the water supply in the Village of Stockbridge.

2. DEFINITIONS.

a. “Municipal water system” means a system of the provision to the public of piped
water for human consumption when such system has at least 15 service connections
or regularly serves at least 25 year-round residents owned or operated by the city,
village, county, town, town sanitary district, utility district or public institution as



defined in Sec. 49.10(12)(f)1., Stats., or a privately owned water utility serving any
of the above.

b. “Noncomplying” means a well or pump installation which does not comply with the
provisions of Chapter NR 112, Wis. Adm. Code, in effect at the time the well was
constructed, a contamination source was installed, the pump was installed or work
was done on either the well or pump installation.

c. “Pump installation” means the pump and related equipment used for withdrawing
water from a well including the discharge piping, the underground connections,
pitless adapters, pressure tanks, pits, sampling faucets and well seals or caps.

d. “Unsafe” means a well or pump installation which produces water which is
bacteriologically contaminated or contaminated with substances in excess of the
standards of Chapters NR 109 or 140, Wis. Adm. Code, or for which a Health
Advisory has been issued by the Department of Natural Resources.

e. “Unused” means a well or pump installation which is not in use or does not have a
functional pumping system.

f. “Well” means an excavation or opening into the ground made by digging, boring,
drilling, driving, or other methods for the purpose of obtaining groundwater for
consumption or other use.

g. “Well abandonment” means the filling and sealing of a well according to the
provisions of Chapter NR 112, Wis. Adm. Code.

h. All wells located on premises served by the municipal water system shall be
abandoned in accordance with the terms of this ordinance and Chapters NR 111 and
112, Wis. Adm. Code, no later than six months from the date of connection to the
municipal water system, unless a well operation permit has been obtained by the well
owner from the Village of Stockbridge.

3. WELL OPERATION PERMIT.

a. The Village of Stockbridge may grant a permit to a private well owner to operate a
well for a period not to exceed five years providing the conditions of this section are
met.  An owner may request renewal of a well operation permit by submitting
information verifying that the conditions of this section are met.  The Village of
Stockbridge will conduct inspections and have water quality tests conducted at the
applicant's expense to obtain or verify information necessary for consideration of a
permit application or renewal.  Permit applications and renewals shall be made on
forms provided by the Village of Stockbridge.  The following conditions must be met
for issuance or renewal of a well operation permit:



i. The well and pump installation meet or are upgraded to meed the
requirements of Chapters NR 109 or 140, Wis. Adm. Code, and a well
constructor’s report is on file with the Department of Natural Resources, or
certification of the acceptability of the well has been granted by the Private
Water Supply Section of the Department of Natural Resources.

ii. In order for continuance of the initial permit a yearly safe water sampling
must be submitted by the property owner, at the owners' expense.  Such safe
test shall be completed and submitted to the Village by September 1 of each
year.

iii. There shall be no cross-connections between the private well and pump
installation and the municipal water system.  There shall be no internal
service connection to the private well with the exception of a smooth bore
sampling faucet which may be placed between the well and the pressure tank
for the express purpose of drawing a water sample for testing purposes.

iv. Private well water may be used for outside purposes only such as lawn and
garden watering, car washing, or for commercial agricultural, or industrial
uses approved by the State of Wisconsin.

v. No new private well may be constructed unless the well can be justified as
being necessary in addition to the water provided by the municipal system.

4. ABANDONMENT PROCEDURES.  

a. All wells abandoned under the jurisdiction of this ordinance of rule shall be
abandoned according to the procedures and methods of Chapters  NR 111 and 112,
Wis. Adm. Code.  All debris, pump, unsealed liners and any other obstructions which
may interfere with sealing operations shall be removed prior to abandonment.

b. An abandonment report form, supplied by the Department of Natural Resources, shall
be submitted by the well owner to the Village of Stockbridge and the Department of
Natural Resources within ten days of the completion of the well abandonment.

5. PENALTIES.  Any well owner violating this section shall upon conviction be punished by
forfeiture of not less than $100 nor more than $1,000 and the cost of prosecution.  Each day
of violation is a separate offense.  If any person fails to comply with this ordinance for more
than ten days after receiving written notice of the violation, the municipality may impose a
penalty and cause the well abandonment to be performed and the expense to be assessed as
a special tax lien against the property, all pursuant to Sec. 66.0809, Stats.



27.06  CONNECTION OF PROPERTIES OCCUPYING CORNER LOTS

1. Where a Village main exists on two or more streets abutting a property, the Village will
provide service to the property from the main nearest to the property or from the main
deemed by the Village to be in the best interest.

2. Should the property owner elect service from a different main, the Village may agree to such
service connection.  However, all additional costs shall be borne by the property owner and
any unpaid costs shall be assessed as a special tax lien against the property, all pursuant to
Sec. 66.0809, Stats.

27.07 REQUEST FOR INSTALLATION OF DEAD-END LATERALS TO A PROPERTY
LINE

The Village shall not install any dead-end lateral to serve a potential future connection unless the
owner of that property has requested an initial levied assessment on that property.

27.08 PENALTIES

Any person violating this ordinance or any part thereof, shall be forced to comply with the ordinance
and shall pay all expenses involved in correcting the same.  A fine of not less than $100.00 nor more
than $1,000.00 for each offense together with the cost of prosecution shall be levied and in the event
of nonpayment of the fine, and/or the costs of prosecution, the fine and costs shall be a special tax
lien against the subject property pursuant to Sec. 66.0809, Stats.  Each day a violation shall continue
to exist shall constitute a separate offense.

27.09 EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall be in force from and after its passage, approval, and publication of notice of
adoption thereof.


